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I am writ ing t o  you, a s  a member of a n  NIH Study Sec t ion ,  on 
a matter of concern to  both of u s .  

Over the  l a s t  year and a half I have  been concerned , personal ly  
and professional ly  , about HEW'S securi ty  c l ea rance  program a s  appl ied 
to appoin tees  to  bodies  offering primarily technica l  adv ice  on  wholly 
unc lass i f ied  matters (advisory counc i l s ,  study s e c t i o n s ,  review com- 
mi t tees  and t h e  l i k e ) ,  
a s  t h e  "blackl is t ing" problem. My professional  involvement with this  
i s s u e  s tems from my longstanding posi t ion a s  general  counse l  of the 
Federa t ion  of American Sc ien t i s t s  a n d ,  more recent ly ,  my  employment 
a s  s p e c i a l  counse l  for the  American Orthopsychiatric Associat ion.  AOA, 
wi th  the  cooperation of seve ra l  other organizat ions of s c i e n t i s t s ,  took 
the  lead in  seeking  abol i t ion of the  securi ty  program a s  appl ied to  casu21 
advisors .  (See extract  enclosed from Sc ience ,  Jan. 9 ,  1970). 

In the newspapers  th i s  h a s  now come t o  be known 

You a r 3  undoubtedly aware tha t ,  partly a s  a resu l t  of our effor ts ,  
HEW is now inst i tut ing what may be  s j g n i f x a n t  changes  in  the  procedurcs 
and  s tandards  governing appointment of c o w u l t a n t s  and advisors  t o  HEW 
const- ; ~ ~ G L I L  .. - - L  agenc ie s .  A copy 01 HEVf's jaiiuary 2 ,  i 970  p re s s  r e l e a s e  is 
enc losed .  
po l ic ies  witk regard to appointments t o  NI I study s e c t i o n s ,  I be l ieve  j .  
important prcmptly t o  take  s t e p s  to  a s s u r e  that  the  promise and the  per- 
formance a r c  reasonably well-aligned. A n i  tha t  is where I be l ieve  that  
you could pl, ~y a helpful role.  

M y  par t icular  present  concern s the  administration of the neN 

As a s rmior, well-informed member c f t he  sc i en t i f i c  community , 
you doubt les  have acquired some knowlec g e  (or a t  l e a s t  a good hunch) 
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about  t hose  of your sc ien t i f ic  co l leagues  who may have  been  vict ims of 
HEW blackl is t ing prac t ices .  I have  in  mind individuals who,  o n  the  
b a s i s  of professional s tanding and competence,  might have  been  members 
of study sec t ions  but who,  probably because  of the blackl is t ing,  were  
barred from such  appointments.  

One  useful  approach would be  for you, a t  a n  appropriate time in  
the  del iberat ions of your next s tudy sec t ion  meeting, t o  sugges t  for 
appointment o n e  o r  more of these  individuals.  
s tudy sec t ion  members d o  not ,  in  a s t r ic t  s e n s e ,  appoint their  s u c c e s s o r s ,  
but i t  is my understanding that  present  mepbers  d o  have  a n  informal role 
i n  suggest ing to  the execut ive secre ta ry  of t h e  s tudy sec t ion  names of 
sc i en t i s t s  who should b e  considered for appointment a s  vacanc ie s  occur .  

I recognize that present  

I f  you wi sh  to d i s c u s s  the  matter further,  p l e a s e  te iephone m e .  
In  any event ,  I .would apprec ia te  your le t t i rg  me know wha t ,  if a n y ,  
ac t ion  you take ;  and if you d o  a c t ,  whether  you a re  success fu l .  How- 
eve r ,  s i n c e  the  matter is sens i t i ve  and pr ivate ,  there  is no r easons  for 
me t o  know the name of any person you may sugges t  for  a s tudy sec t ion  
appointment. You a r e  enti t led to know a l s o  that  I am writing similar 
le t te rs  to severa l  other members of var ious NIH study sec t ions .  

Many thanks for your help and concern.  

Sincerely,  

Enclosures Danie l  M . Singer 
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