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FEB 25 1974 R o
Henorable Jcohn E, Foss
Chalrzan, Sulcsmittes on
Co=orea end fFinanca
Corzut ttea on Interstata and
Forafca Comuares -
House of Repraesantatives
Kashington, D.C. 20518
faar Fr. Chalrman:
Fupthor raforence §s made to your letier of Januery 23, 1978,
fn which yey forvardad en {nguiry froa Kr. Albart Rels concerning
the usa of aliinua wirla: ag fa tha hooa.
fr. Roln stated that tho electrical contracter who workad on
his now horm rafusad to install ccppor wirdino, tr, u.in thoa ronuasted
advics oa L2 possivilitics of comucting sftuatic13 shsre aluninum
wiring has kzaa 1r:t211cd fa tha ticms,

T&a Consumar Product Safety Coanifssion has no Jurisdictica to
resclve privata disputes betuasa a honzcaner and an electrical centractar,
However, as you are auira, wa will be holding public hearings in the
near futura ca tha safety aspacts of rnaid=n»ial electrical uirin
systais uiiliz 11 alusinua coaductors.  Asoag other thin*s. this hehriag
will addrass tha o vesticn of tha cxtent of tha potential da ag=rs posed
by aluminua conductors and what reascras can and shoyld be taken by
the Commissica or by fndividual hc:sa«ners.

ne Consumer Product Safaty Commlssion has not formulated standards
for tha safo desfgn and use of alhtin'ﬁ wiring at this tice. Uatil
such standards ars davelepad, aftar coxpletica of eagolng resacarch, it
is fmpossidbla for us to say nn°thsr - rfven {tzm, or use thercof,
represents an unreasonable risk of 1njury to tha usecr.

stzd by industry sources, fn cases vwhere
a tha Underwriters' Leboratorics Tj 2 EC
1 cos {racantacles, siitches, etc.) cthor
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Correctiva acticn, susc
old tyre alucinus wira baard:
labal 1s used with uirinq d
than tha new davicas wariad
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1. For highest level of safety, replace all outlesd and
switches {a branch circufts (20 ampera or less) with
devices warked CO/ALR by Underwriters' Laboratories,
eaking sura wire vraps 3/4 turn clockwise around evary
terniinal scred and that thase screws are tightsned to
at lcast 12 {nch-pounds of torqua. A1l ter=zinal screus
at sarvica panel and in highar ancore circufts should

- b2 chacked and tightened, {f required.

4 2. For a stzmsat leoser leval of safaty, resove all cover
s - platas and inspoct devices, replacing those that show
7 'indfcations of a poor connactien, as woll as those cap-
.. .Y .rylng loads of more than a few hundred watts.
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: If Hr.‘Ré{n‘has further questions concerning tha safoty of the
¥iring n his hoza k2 micht contact a building {nspsctor or skilied
glectrici;a ta oxanina his wirlag system, - . N
STl T S L Sincerely'
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