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Mrs. Sharman Swartz
130 Teachers Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63103

Dear Mrs. Swartz:

This letter is in response to your correspondence of
February 24, 1974 in which you made further injury concerning
the Commission's jurisdiction over cigarette lighters and
knives dispensed from penny gum and novelty vending machines.

As we explained in our letter to Representative Sullivan

dated January 25, 1974, the Commission has jurisdiction to
regulate these products under the Federal Hazardous Substances
Act (15 U.s.C. 1261, et seg.). What this means is that the Com-
mission has the authority to regulate these products. The
Commission, however, at this time has taken no action to exercise
this authority. Thus, the Commission has not adopted any
regulations which would bar or regulate the sale of cigarette

lighters and knives dispensed in penny gum and novelty vending
machines.

In a letter dated May 16, 1974, to Representative Sullivan,
we advised her that our Office of Standards Coordination and
Appraisal is currently reviewing all pertinent information to
determine whether or not these articles present an unreasonable
risk of injury. Once this analysis is completed, the Commission
will determine whether it should develop a proposed regulation
under the FHSA, or any of the other acts which the Commission
administers. We will be happy to advise you of the results
of this study as soon as they are available.

Sincerely,

RN

Michael A. Brown
General Counsel
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