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Welcome to the What Works
Clearinghouse

What’s in It for You?

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC)
is designed to connect educators 
to research about the effectiveness 
of interventions and practices in 
education. Launched by the U.S.
Department of Education’s Institute 
of Education Sciences, the WWC’s
website (whatworks.ed.gov) is a place
to learn about what makes a difference
in the classroom.

To help teachers and school leaders, 
the WWC publishes practice guides
with concrete recommendations
about effective approaches to a range
of the most talked-about topics in
education today. The WWC also 

regularly releases in-depth research
reviews that compare and grade the
interventions in critical areas, such as
beginning reading instruction, dropout
prevention, early childhood education,
elementary and middle school math,
English language learners, and 
character education.  The WWC is
posting new materials and gathering
input from users about their needs
through the WWC website, meetings,
and focus groups. 

At whatworks.ed.gov, you’ll find 
easy access to the full range of the
WWC’s evidence-based products
and services. 

To help educators identify and implement best practices,
the What Works Clearinghouse offers timely, accessible
materials focused on school practitioners’ concerns.
Publications and support services include:

� Practice guides, which contain explicit suggestions
about effective approaches for topics such as organizing
instruction and study to improve student learning, 
reducing behavior problems in the classroom, and
improving adolescent literacy;

� Research reviews, which are comprehensive 
evaluations of research on the effects of a particular
educational intervention (a product, program, practice,
or policy). Topics include elementary and middle school
math, early childhood education, character education,
beginning reading, and dropout prevention; and

� A Help Section where you can learn answers to 
frequently asked questions, browse the glossary of
terms, and contact a knowledgeable staff member to
help you navigate the resources of the WWC.

A New and Improved WWC
Now under the management of Mathematica Policy
Research, Inc., the WWC is releasing more reports and
guides on a regular basis and improving the relevance of
its products to respond to educators’ increased demand

for scientifically based evidence about effective 
interventions. In 2008, the WWC unveiled a redesigned
website that is more interactive and user-friendly.

The WWC offers 
user-friendly, classroom-
specific practice guides 
on a variety of topics.

This search feature 
provides quick access to all 
information and materials
on the WWC site.

A What’s New section
helps visitors keep up 
to date with the latest 
findings about what 
works in education. 

Topics summarize research
on interventions for key
areas of education.



TOOLS YOU CAN USE: 
WWC Practice Guides
Every What Works Clearinghouse practice guide focuses on a key topic,
reviews research in that area, and gives concrete recommendations to guide
practitioners’ thinking. Practice guides can be used by teachers to improve
instruction, by principals to inform instructional leadership and professional
development, or by curriculum specialists to develop effective interventions.
They also can help educators become better consumers of research by 
balancing the findings of different studies and laying out what questions are
most important when examining a particular topic. 

In the practice guide excerpted on the right, Organizing Instruction and 
Study to Improve Student Learning, the authors demonstrate how to 
translate decades of study about delayed learning, student time management,
and instructional styles into a concrete checklist of recommendations. 

Each guide includes straightforward guidance for educators about the topic at
hand — in this case, how to organize time to improve student achievement.
These guides give specific recommendations for instructional strategies that are
supported by research, and explain why these approaches are most likely to
improve student outcomes.

Practice guides are honest about how well research supports each 
recommendation, since part of the WWC’s mission is to determine how strong
the evidence is for different recommendations. Each guide uses the same set
of ratings — strong, moderate, or low — to describe the research evidence 
supporting each recommendation. 

A quick summary of relevant research helps educators understand the basis
for the recommendations. These summaries are written in easy-to-follow 
language and focus on findings and conclusions, rather than methodology.



TOOLS YOU CAN USE: 
WWC Research Reviews

Taking the Next Step

Research reviews are comprehensive, 
in-depth reviews of research. They come
in the form of Topic Reports, Intervention
Reports, and Quick Reviews of single 
studies. WWC Topic Reports address
areas from middle school math to 
character education curricula, identifying
which evidence-based programs improve
outcomes most. Intervention Reports are available for each
intervention considered in WWC Topic Reports, providing
an in-depth explanation of their ratings. These reviews
meet educators’ increased information needs in the No
Child Left Behind era by identifying how interventions
impact student outcomes — both generally and in specific

areas relevant to the topic at hand — and by assessing the
strength of the evidence for these findings. Finally, to give
educators timely guidance about whether education
research in the news meets high standards, the WWC also
releases Quick Reviews of recently released studies.

To improve classroom practices and school policies, we
have crafted our products with an eye to “the next step” 
— what a teacher, principal, or supervisor does after
reviewing one of our practice guides or visiting our website.

While WWC products provide different levels of detail, every
practice guide and research review includes a 
summary of findings and an extensive list of references.
Here are some specific “next steps” you can take.

Classroom Teachers
� Use practice guides to improve your teaching. For

instance, the Encouraging Girls in Math and Science
practice guide suggests how to create classroom 
environments and design problems that motivate girls
and sustain their interest in math and science.

� Explore the WWC website for interventions that
might work in your school. WWC intervention and topic
reports describe the research on the effectiveness of
educational interventions in topics such as beginning
reading and middle school math. 

� Organize meetings with colleagues about WWC materials
in your subject area or the grade level you teach. 

� Find answers to frequently asked questions, browse
the glossary of terms, and contact a knowledgeable staff
member to help you navigate the resources of the WWC.

� Suggest ways to implement effective practices and
programs to colleagues and school and district
leaders. WWC products are an objective source of
information that can support faculty recommendations
about curriculum, teaching, purchasing, and policy
decisions for meetings with school and district leaders.

Supervisors and School Leaders
� Ensure that professional development helps staff

use research to improve practices, and encourage
them to reevaluate their work based on the evidence.

� Evaluate product developers’ claims about 
interventions using rigorous research. 

� Use WWC products to evaluate current programs
and practices. For instance, principals can use the
Organizing Instruction and Study to Improve Student
Learning practice guide to reconsider how the school
day is structured. 

� Find answers to frequently asked questions, 
browse the glossary of terms, and contact a 
knowledgeable staff member to help you navigate 
the resources of the WWC.

� Recommend effective products, programs, 
practices, and policies to district staff and school
boards. WWC research reviews provide an in-depth
look at what studies say and are an essential resource
to consult before making purchasing decisions.  

Create Your Own Summary Key:

Search for an Intervention
The Search for an Intervention 
feature allows users to easily search for
an intervention of interest. This feature
is available on all individual topic area
pages on the main topic area page to
enable searching across topics.

Create Your Own Table
The Create Your Own Table feature
allows users to view lists of interven-
tions customized to their interests.

Interventions
WWC rates the effectiveness of many
interventions by examining rigorous
studies on each. They use ratings to
show the strengths and weaknesses of
each intervention and the quality of the
evidence supporting these findings.

Improvement Index
Every research review evaluates 
interventions along the outcomes most 
relevant to its success. Each review
also gives an indication of how well 
the interventions improve student 
outcomes overall.



What Works Clearinghouse
PO Box 2393
Princeton, NJ 08543-2393
Phone: 1-866-503-6114
whatworks.ed.gov

The What Works Clearinghouse collects, reviews, and reports on studies of education
programs, products, practices, and policies in selected topic areas, using a set of
standards based on scientifically valid criteria. We welcome your feedback on the
WWC in general and on the topics that the WWC could study in the future. 
Your comments can be sent through the WWC website by going to Contact.
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