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Implementation of Color-Coded Inspection Notice Program for 
 Retail Food Sanitation Inspections 

 
On January 15, 2009, the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce plans to 
implement a new color-coded placard notification inspection system. These color-coded 
placards are as follows:  
 

• Green, if the facility does not have a critical violation or if the violation(s) 
was corrected at the time of inspection; 

• Green “Conditional Pass”, if the establishment has a critical violation(s) 
that was corrected at the time of inspection. 

• Yellow, if the establishment has a critical violation(s) that was not 
corrected at the time of inspection or a critical violation(s) repeated from 
the last inspection or repeated excessive non-critical violations; and  

• Red, if the establishment has failed due to a serious food sanitation 
violation which is a risk to public health and safety.     

 
Critical violations under the FDA Food Code are defined as those that can contribute to 
food contamination, illness, or are considered a potential health hazard. A non-critical 
violation is less likely to contribute to this. We are not changing the definition of a critical 
or non-critical violation in the food code or the way we conduct a food sanitation 
inspection. We are implementing this color-coded placard system to make consumers 
more aware of the sanitation conditions of the retail food establishment(s) in which they 
shop. 
 
Attached is the Notice of Rule Adoption and the different types of placards. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this new program, please contact Ed McNeil or 
John Tillson at 601-359-1148 or email at edm@mdac.state.ms.us or 
johnt@mdac.state.ms.us. 
   
         
 









This establishment was inspected by the Mississippi Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce and found to be in compliance with the 
Mississippi Food Sanitation Law. A copy of this inspection report 
is available at this retail food establishment for review upon request.

PASSED
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

Bureau of Regulatory Services, Consumer Protection Division

THIS PLACARD IS PROPERTY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED, 
REMOVED, ALTERED, DEFACED, OR CONCEALED FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS MAY RESULT IN A 
MONETARY FINE BEING ISSUED TO THIS RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AT (601) 359-1148.

Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.   
Commissioner of Agriculture and CommerceInspector



This establishment was inspected by the Mississippi Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce and had critical violation/s that were noted 
but corrected on this initial (first) inspection; therefore, this 
establishment is now in compliance with the Mississippi Food 
Sanitation Law. A copy of this inspection report is available at this retail 
food establishment for review upon request.

CONDITIONAL
PASS

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

Bureau of Regulatory Services, Consumer Protection Division

THIS PLACARD IS PROPERTY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED, 
REMOVED, ALTERED, DEFACED, OR CONCEALED FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS MAY RESULT IN A 
MONETARY FINE BEING ISSUED TO THIS RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AT (601) 359-1148.

Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.   
Commissioner of Agriculture and CommerceInspector



This establishment was inspected by the Mississippi Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce and had repeated excessive 
non-critical violations. A copy of this inspection report is 
available at this retail food establishment for review upon request.

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

Bureau of Regulatory Services, Consumer Protection Division

INSPECTEDINSPECTED
EXCESSIVE REPEATED NON-CRITICAL VIOLATIONS
INSPECTED

THIS PLACARD IS PROPERTY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED, 
REMOVED, ALTERED, DEFACED, OR CONCEALED FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS MAY RESULT IN A 
MONETARY FINE BEING ISSUED TO THIS RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AT (601) 359-1148.

Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.   
Commissioner of Agriculture and CommerceInspector



This establishment was inspected by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce and had a critical food sanitation violation/s that was 
not corrected at the time of inspection, or had a repeated violation/s 
from the previous inspection. A followup inspection will be conducted 
within ten days from the date of inspection. A copy of this inspection report 
is available at this retail food establishment for review upon request.

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

Bureau of Regulatory Services, Consumer Protection Division

INSPECTEDINSPECTED
CRITICAL VIOLATION/S

INSPECTED

THIS PLACARD IS PROPERTY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED, 
REMOVED, ALTERED, DEFACED, OR CONCEALED FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS MAY RESULT IN A 
MONETARY FINE BEING ISSUED TO THIS RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AT (601) 359-1148.

Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.   
Commissioner of Agriculture and CommerceInspector



This establishment was inspected by the Mississippi Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce and has failed due to a serious 
food sanitation violation which is a risk to public health and 
safety. A copy of this inspection report is available at this retail 
food establishment for review upon request.

FAILED
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

Bureau of Regulatory Services, Consumer Protection Division

THIS PLACARD IS PROPERTY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED, 
REMOVED, ALTERED, DEFACED, OR CONCEALED FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS MAY RESULT IN A 
MONETARY FINE BEING ISSUED TO THIS RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE AT (601) 359-1148.

Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.   
Commissioner of Agriculture and CommerceInspector




