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APPENDIX E

PROPOSED STRUCTURE FOR

COORDINATION OF FEDERAL

OCEAN ACTIVITIES
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Proposed Structure for Coordination of Federal Ocean Activities

President's Council of 
Advisors on Ocean Policy
Co-Chairs: National Ocean 

Council Chair and 
one nonfederal member

Membership: Broad, nonfederal

Council on 
Environmental Quality

Independent ocean 
and coastal advisory 

commissions or councils

Committee on Ocean Resource Management
Chair: CEQ Chair

Membership: Undersecretary/assistant secretary  
level of relevant agencies

Committee on Ocean Science, Education, Technology, and 
Operations

Chair: OSTP Director

Membership: Current NORLC members and others,  
as decribed in Recommendation 4–7

National Ocean Council
Chair: Assistant to the President

Membership: Cabinet secretaries of  
departments; directors of independent 

agencies with ocean and coastal  
functions; others, as needed

Staff: Office of Ocean Policy

Executive Office  
of the President

President's Council  
of Advisors on  

Science and Technology

Existing Entities

New Entities 

Reporting lines

Communication Lines

Advisory Lines

National Science &  
Technology Council

and the

Office of Science and  
Technology Policy  

Shown here are the institutional components that should be established in the Executive Office of the President (EOP) to improve federal leadership and 
coordination of the nation’s oceans and coasts. This diagram also illustrates the organizational relationship between these new components and certain 
existing units in the EOP. The National Ocean Council, the President's Council of Advisors on Ocean Policy, the Committee on Ocean Resource Management 
and the Committee on Ocean Science, Education, Technology, and Operations are discussed in Chapter 4. The new and existing components located under 
the Committee on Ocean Science, Education, Technology, and Operations are outlined in Chapter 8 (educational components) and Chapter 25 (research and 
operational components).
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