
Number of Fatalities and Fatality Rates (5-year aggregates) in the
Mining Industry by Commodity, 1966-2005

(Excludes office employees; Data source: USBM and MSHA)
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Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977
(Consolidated Federal mine regulations for

coal and metal/nonmetal under MSHA)

1972 Sunshine Underground 
Silver Mine Fire (91 deaths)

NOTE: Noncoal includes 
metal, nonmetal, stone, and 
sand and gravel operations.

Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969
(Regulatory enforcement vastly increased)

1968 Farmington Underground 
Coal Mine Explosion (78 deaths)


