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REVI SION 01 01/11/88

OPl: SCI/FSLD
USE OF DI SPOSABLE SHI PPI NG CONTAI NERS

l. PURPOSE

This directive prescribes the use and procedures for obtaining supplies for
di sposabl e shi ppi ng containers. The one-way di sposabl e shi pping container is
intended primarily for use by FSIS inspectors to mail food chem stry sanpl es
whi ch do not require insulation or other special handling.

. CANCELLATI ON

This directive cancels FSIS Directive 10, 140.1, dated 11/5/85, and FESI S
Directive 10, 140.1, Amendnent 1, dated 3/6/86.

I11. REASON FOR REI SSUANCE

To delete MP Form 128-5, California State Laboratory, from the |ist of
mailing |labels in paragraph V of this directive. The California State
Laboratory is no | onger under contract wwth FSIS to perform sanpling.

| V. REFERENCES

Section 23.5, MPlI Manual; FSIS Directive 10620. 1, Anendnent 3, dated 4/8/86.

V. FORMS AND ABBREVI ATI ONS

The following wll appear as abbreviated or otherwse referred to in this
directive.

ASD Adm ni strative Services Division

DSC Di sposabl e Shi ppi ng Cont ai ner

PSB Program Servi ces Branch, ASD

MPIO Meat and Poultry Inspection QOperations

RO Regi onal Ofice

MP Forms 128 through 128-6, col or-coded, preaddressed,
pressure sensitive mailing | abels:

MP Form 128 Eastern Laboratory (green)
MP Form 128-1 Webb Foodl ab, Inc (bl ue)
MP Form 128-2 M dwest ern Laborat ory (red)
MP Form 128-3 Kentucky State Laboratory (purpl e)
MP Form 128-4 Western Laboratory (warmred) * * *
MP Form 128-6 (Not preaddressed) 1/ (bl ack)

1/ This formis reserved for DSC use to mail sanples
to locations other than |isted above.



VI . PCLI CY

A. DSCs wll be used to ship food chem stry sanples (i.e., added
wat er, added substance or total fat analysis) to the Field Service

Laboratories and Contract Laboratories to the fullest extent possible.
DO NOT USE DSCs i f:

1. Use of the DSC is not practical, or

2. Instructions for nmailing a particular sanple or type of sanple
state ot herw se.

B. The follow ng are considered DSC materi al s:

1. Box, shipping, corrugated (6 3/4" X 6 3/4" X7 1/ 2", 275 | Dbs.
bursting strength).

2. Tape, polypropelyene (2" w dth).

3. Bag, plastic sanple (see Section 23.5 of the MPI Manual for
speci fications).

4. Rubber bands.

5. Label, mailing, preaddressed, pressure sensitive, color-coded,
preprinted with PRIORITY MAIL, PERI SHABLE

VI1. RESPONSI BI LI TIES

A MPI O

The MPIQ, RO, shall provide a projected estinmate for the nunber of
food chem stry sanples, by region, to PSB. This will enable PSB

and the regions to determne each region's DSC nmaterial
requi renents.

B. Program Servi ces Branch, ASD
1. Initial Supply
a. Determ ne the anmount of DSC materials to be ordered

using the information provided in FSIS Directive 10620.1,
Amrendnent 3, on "Destination Laboratories for Surveillance and
Speci al Sanpl es".

b. Oder and receive the INITIAL consolidated consi gnnment
of DCS materials.

c. Distribute the INITIAL supply of DSC nmaterials to the



headquarter establishnments or non-patrol establishnents.
2. Resuppl y

a. Determ ne the amount of DSC materials to be ordered,
based on requests fromthe regions.

b. Place consolidated orders for bulk shipment to REPLEN SH
regi onal DSC inventories.

c. Informthe regions of expected delivery dates.
d. Determne and naintain an adequat e backup supply of DSC
materials for the regions, the Agency's other users, and

speci al projects.
Regi onal O fices

1. Det erm ne adequate supply levels based on stock |evels and
MPI O estimates for food chem stry sanpl es.

2. Contact PSB for DSC supplies.

3. Distribute DSC materials to REPLENI SH stock |evels at
headquarter establishnments or non-patrol establishnments (the
initial distribution will be handl ed by PSB).

4. Mai ntai n an adequat e backup supply of DSC naterials for the
FSI'S inspectors. It is recommended to establish the DSC stock at

a 1-nonth |evel.
FSI S I nspectors
1. Di sposabl e Shi ppi ng Cont ai ner

a. Use DSC to the fullest extent possible to ship food
chem stry sanples (i.e., added water, added substances or
total fat analysis) to the Field Service Laboratories or
Contract Laboratories.

b. Maintain an adequate stock of DSC materi al s.

(1) Subsequent to receiving initial stock of DSC
materials, it is recommended that inspectors maintain the
stock at a 6 to 12-nonth level. \Wen reordering, it may
be necessary to increase or decrease the nunber fromthe
initial supply as appropriate to maintain an adequate
suppl y. Do not allow stock to fall below a 2-nonth
supply |l evel before reordering.

(2) To replenish DSC materials, contact RO through
normal channel s. Allow 3 weeks for DSC materi al

del i veri es.



2. FilmBox Container. Upon receipt of DSC materials, use film
boxes on hand only for shipnent of food chem stry sanples to the
Field Service Laboratories or Contract Laboratories until fil mbox
stock is depl et ed.

E. Field Service Laboratories and Contract Laboratories
1. Di sposabl e Shi ppi ng Cont ai ner

a. Handle sanple received by DSC as prescribed in Section
23.5 of the MPI Manual

b. D spose of the used DSC as prescri bed by Science policy
and/ or PSB.

2. Fi | m Box Cont ai ners. Handl e sanple received by filmbox
container as prescribed in Section 23.5 of the MPI Manual .

Lester M Crawford
Adm ni strat or



