
YTS Sampling Parameter Worksheet 

State Name: 

Coordinating Agency: 
Contact Name: 
Telephone Number: 
Mailing Address: 
Email Address: 

1. Year during which YTS data will be collected: 200 __ 
2. Semester during which YTS data will be collected: 

[ ] Spring (Jan.-June) 
[ ] Fall (Aug.-Dec.) 

3. Does the YTS need to be coordinated with the YRBS: 
[ ] At both the middle school and the high school levels 
[ ] High school level only 
[ ] Middle school level only 
[ ] Neither 

4. Does the YTS need to be coordinated with any other survey(s) in your state: 
[ ] Yes please specify which survey(s):_____________________________________ 
[ ] No 

5. At what geographic level is the YTS to be implemented? (check all that apply): 
  [ ] State level
  [ ] Below state level 

6. Total number of strata (e.g., regions/districts/counties) to be surveyed: ________ (leave 
blank if state level only) 
7. At what school level is the YTS to be implemented? (check all that apply): 
     Middle school: 

[ ] 6th grade 
[ ] 7th grade 
[ ] 8th grade 

High school: 
[ ] 9th grade 
[ ] 10th grade 
[ ] 11th grade 
[ ] 12th grade 

8. What school types are eligible for selection? (check all that apply):
     [ ] Regular public 

[ ] Alternative public 
[ ] Charter public 
[ ] Juvenile detention centers 
[ ] Private schools 
[ ] Other, please specify:___________________________________________________  

9. What type of parental permission is required? (check only one): 
  [ ] Active
  [ ] Passive  
  [ ] Both 
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10. SAMPLE REQUIREMENTS 
In any survey (no matter how carefully conducted), student attendance and school 
participation will be less than 100%.  This “nonresponse” can negatively impact your 
surveys results. Nonresponse of students/schools can be taken into account by dividing 
the number of schools and the number of questionnaires by the respective response or 
attendance rate. Lower estimates of student attendance or school response rate will 
increase the number of schools and classes per school in your sample file.  For example, if 
a state requests a YTS sample of 50 schools with a total of 5,000 high school students, the 
state may need to sample 62 schools in order to obtain 50 in its final sample.  Because the 
statewide high school student attendance rate is 95% and the expected school response 
rate is 80%, the sample file that OSH sends to this state will contain 62 (50 / 0.80) schools 
rather than 50 and enough classes for nearly 5,300 (5,000 / 0.95) students.  The state must 
then try zealously to recruit all 62 schools.  Inflating the number of schools and the 
number of questionnaires insures that nonresponse will not affect the survey unduly and 
that the goals of the survey will be met. 

In the appropriate table below please provide the information we will need to draw your 
samples.  First, indicate whether you want your sample inflated or not.  If you would like 
the sample inflated, you may provide in the tables below the school response and the 
school attendance rates we are to use or we can use our default rates (80 percent for the 
school response rate and 90 percent for the student attendance rate).   In either case, 
however, you need to include the following information:  the number of schools you 
would like in your final data set without inflation, the number of completed questionnaires 
you would like to achieve—again without inflation, the overall student attendance rate for 
the state or subgroup, and the overall school response rate expected.  If you will be 
collecting data by region or other subunit, data should be entered into the second table 
below. We have included examples for reference. The last column in each table does not 
have to be filled in.  We will do that here at OSH. 

10a.  Inflate our samples by school response rate… 
[ ] Do not inflate by school response rate 
[ ] Use average rates in the tables below

     [ ] Use default of 80 percent 

10b. Inflate our samples by student attendance… 
[ ] Do not inflate by student attendance  
[ ] Use average rates in the tables below 
[ ] Use default of 90 percent 

10c. For State Level Samples: 
SAMPLE # of Schools 

without 
Inflation 

Number of 
Questionnaires 

without 
Inflation 

State Level 
Student 

Attendance 
Rate 

Expected 
School 

Response 
Rate 

# Schools in 
Sample File 

Middle Schools: 
Example 45 1,875 90% 80% 56 (45/0.8) 

High Schools: 
Example 35 1,875 85% 85% 41 (35/0.85) 

2 



10d. Requirements for Regional Samples: 
If your state will collect data by region or other subunit, please use the next table to specify your 
sample parameters.  Please use the blank lines to record the name and sample parameters for each 
region separately.  Add more lines to the table if you need to. Remember: These samples will be 
inflated (or not) according to your previous specifications.  

SAMPLE # of Schools 
per Region 

without 
Inflation 

Number of 
Questionnaires 

per Region 
without 
inflation 

Student 
Attendance 

Rate per Region 

Expected 
School 

Response 
Rate per 
Region 

# Schools in 
Sample File 

Ex North 20 1,000 90% 80% 25 
South 10 1,000 90% 80% 12 

Middle Schools: 

High Schools: 

11. Small School Preference: 
There may be some schools in the state’s enrollment files with very few eligible students.  In order 
to maximize survey efficiency and school response rate, some states decide to eliminate schools 
with enrollment of eligible students less than a pre-specified cut-off point (eg., 20 students).  This 
cut-off point may vary from state to state. 

Eliminate from the enrollment file any schools with enrollments below … 
[ ] Ten students

[ ] Twenty students 

[ ] Thirty students 

[ ] Forty students

[ ] Do not eliminate any schools 


Periodically the YTS staff publishes a MMWR Surveillance Summary that includes selected data 
from the National Youth Tobacco Survey and from weighted State YTS surveys that were 
completed in specific years.  OSH also maintains an online data warehouse where selected YTS 
data are publicly available.  OSH would like to have your state’s permission to add selected data 
from the survey described above to OSH's State Tobacco Activities Tracking and Evaluation 
(STATE) System within approximately six months to a year after they have been collected.  The 
STATE System data warehouse can be accessed at www.cdc.gov/tobacco/statesystem. If there are 
questions, please contact Marti Engstrom at either 770.488.5749 or Cpu5@cdc.gov. 

Permission for publication of selected data in the State System and a future MMWR. 
[ ] Consent 

[ ] Do not consent


Other Notes: 
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CDC USE ONLY: 


Analyst:


Total number of data sets:


Date sample(s) drawn:


SAMPLE TARGET # OF 
QUESTIONNAIRES 

STUDENT 
ATTENDANCE 

RATE 

TARGET # 
OF SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL 
RESPONSE 

RATE 

AVG # OF STUDENTS 
SELECTED PER 

SCHOOL 

# OF SCHOOLS 
SELECTED OUT 

OF TOTAL 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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