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THE ARMY l!EDICAL LIBRARY 

Washington 25, D. C .  

22 September 1947 

I&MORANDWM FOR THE STAFF, ARMY l.?EDICAL LIBRARY 

SUBJET : Abridgments of Annual Reports / y 4 d / g  7 

1. Since t h e  Lrbrary does not plan t o  publish an 
hifiual Report f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year 1947, t h e  attached 
abridgments taken f rom t h e  Annual Reports submitted by 
t h e  Division Chiefs have been prepared f o r  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  and use of t he  s t a f f .  

2, A t  best, s t a t i s t i c s  a re  an inadequate measure 
of  t h e  Library's a c t i v i t i e s .  They provide a yardst ick 
f o r  c e r t a i n  measurable a c t i v i t i e s  only, Cer ta in ly  they 
cannot show t h a t  element of s a c r i f i c e  and cooperation 
for which t h e  Director and t h e  Acting Librar ian wish 
t o  express t h e i r  appreciation. 

Colonel, llledical Corps 
Director 

Attachment SCOTT ADME 
Abridgments o f  Acting The Librar ian 
Annual Reports 
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ABRIIXXENTS OF ANNUAL REPORTS 

ACQUISITION DIVISION 

Total monographs received . . . 13,823 
T o t a l  o r i g i n a l  s e r i a l  pieces  

received, . 58,470 

Grand Total ,  pieces . . , 72,293 o r  19% over 60,734 received in 
f i s c a l  year 1946, 

of t o t a l  monographs.Total. monographic purchases . , 6,749 o r  l+s 

Total s e r i a l  pieces purchased . 16,356 or 2% of t o t a l  s e r i a l  pieces ,  

3 3  of a l l  pieces were purchased; 68% came by t r a n s f e r  o r  g i f t .  

Obligations: 
For current  books . ,$ 16,287.22 - (2%) 
For out-of-print. . . . .  8,682.25 .(15%) .r 
For o l d  and r a re .  . . . .  U,913.09 .(26%)
For current  serials . . .  9,636,67 .(17%)
For non-current Serials . 3,713.37'- ( 7%)
For L.C . Cooperative 

Acquisitions Proj ect 
(European). . . 4,000000 - ( 7%) 

For miscellaneous p r in t s ,  
char t s ,  cards,  etc.  263,78 -

$ 57,496038 (10%) 

$11,662 was obl igated f o r  purchases i n  32 foreign countries;  
90% of t h i s  was spent according to  t h e  following r a t i o s :  

The Netherlands . . o m 

Great Br i ta in .  . . . .  
France. . . . . . . . .  
Switzerland . . . . . .  
Denmark . . . . . . . .  
Brazi l ,  . . . . . . . .  
Argentina . . . . . . .  
I t a l y .  . . . . . . . .  

Decline i n  out-of-print purchasing from 25% in Fisca l  Year 1946 
t o  15% i n  F i s c a l  Year 1947 was del ibera te ,  r ex lec t ing  grea te r  
a t t en t ion  t o  the  cur ren t  production of a revived world book t rade.  

Searching ho -n i  ava i lab le  declined 25$, placing a heavy load on 
t h e  staff and adding t o  the  backlog of unprocessed mater ia l ,  

St  a t  e, Department ass is tance , through Public ations Procurement Off icers  , 
proved t o  be of g rea t  ass i s tance  i n  Spain, Portugal, I t a l y ,  France. 
1121111 mater ia l  from t h e  Library of Congress Cooperative Acquisition 
Program, a t  $1.00 per  un i t ,  is of considerable ass i s tance  i n  f i l l i n g  



ACQUISITION DIVISION (Continued) 
t h e  Library's  needs for German war-year publicat ions. Itiedical In te l l igence  
and other  War Department agencies t r ans fe r r ed  a t o t a l  of 886 items. 

Of 44,245 prospects searched, 29,921 o r  67% proved t o  be new t o  the  Library. 

S e r i a l  Section added 1,302 new s e r i a l  t i t l e s .  An American Medical Associa- 
t i o n  g i f t  o f  some 27,000 pieces  ,of  t h e  year 1934 y ie lded  3,000 o r i g i n a l  
i s sues  (11%).I n  addi t ion  t o  t he  58,470 o r i g i n a l  p ieces  added, 75,277 

.duplicates  were processed through t h e  S e r i a l  Record, a t o t a l  of 133,747 
pieces  handled. 

A t o t a l  of 113,471 pieces  were received i n  Duplicate Exchange, and 
77,913 pieces  were shipped out. The l a t t e r  went t o  93 agencies in 40 
countries,  In te rna t iona l  Exchange was resumed, with l i s t s  of dupl icates  
,going t o  159 fore ign  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  1946, and 202 i n  1947, The Library 
made 215 shipments t o  other  l i b r a r i e s  through t h e  Medical Library Associa- 
t i o n  Exchange, and received 79, 

The Current L i s t  of Medical Li te4 +,we i s  being sen t  on subscr ipt ion 
exchange t o  1,756 addresses, 650 o f  which a r e  i n  Lat in  America. 

Russian acquis i t ions  received considerable a t t e n t i o n  through t h e  assist-
ance of t h e  Publ icat ions Procurement Off icer  s t a t ioned  i n  Moscbw. Dupli-
cat ing channels were used; Dr. Basias of t he  State Central  Medical Library 
remains the  bes t  source. 

In order t o  assure coverage commensurate with t h e  needs of the Library, 
added searching personnel is  imperative. 

CATALOG DIVISfOM 

overThe Division was i n  process of changing from in t e r im  procedures 
(July-Sept, 1946) t o  permanent procedures (October 1946;-June 1947) 
S t a t i s t i c s  were submitted on these two bases. 

3 , U 2  t i t l e s  were cataloged unddr in t e r im  procedures (3  months). 
4,009 t i t l e s  received t h e  o ld  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (12 months) 

10,234 t i t l es  were cataloged under permanent procedures (9 months).
3,173 t i t l e s  were c l a s s i f i e d  (9 months). 
3,126 t i t l e s  were subject-headed (9 months). 

631 t i t l e s  were re-cataloged (9 months).
548 t i t l e s  were re -c lass i f ied  (9 months). 

Tota l  c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e s  
. . . 13,977Tota l  cataloged t i t l e s  . . . 7,730 
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* * *  CATALCG DIVISION (Continued) 

Tota l  cards made, revised, and d i s t r ibu ted  f o r  all purposes: 173,623. 

Total  cards f i l e d :  136,308, including 12,364 i n  the  name catcdog,  
8,609 in t h e  subject  catalo'g, 14,580 preliminary cards ,  3,022 i n  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  s h e l f l i s t ,  10,885 i n  t h e  Art Section, and 86,8k8 for  
other f i l i n g  . 

!

Total t i t l e s  withdrawn: 4,421. 

727 volumes were ttshelflistedtl f o r  the old s h e l f l i s t ,  making B t o t a l  
of 169,481 loca ted  and s h e l f l i s t e d  t o  date,  

10,751 volumes were sent  out for  bindinl ;  2,796 p o r t r a i t s  were sent  
t o  Cleveland f o r  mounting. 

The Dlvisionts t o t a l  backlog increased from 2,612 pieces reported 
on 30 June 1946 t o  11,575 pieces ,  Descriptive Cataloging Sec t ion ' s  
backlog was 6,025 over 809; Subject Catalogingls,  3,450 over none. 

Highspots i n  t h e  ,yearIs work: I 

Agreement with t h e  Library of Congress i n  S=pterber 1946. AMLfs 
s impl i f ied  forms accepted; MED s e r i e s  of cards t o  replace SGO se r i e s .  

F i r s t  c a l l  number used i n  October 1946. 

Plans fo r  Veterans Administration cataloging p ro jec t  begun i n  November. 

Re-cataloging of bibl iographical  c o l l e c t i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  November, sus-
. pended i n  January 1947 due t o  pressure of cur ren t  work, 

P>ans f o r  cataloging History of Medicine co l l ec t ion  s t a r t e d  i n  January. 

Veterans Administrat ion  Informational Outline of AML Clas s i f i ca t ion  
prepared and d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  Veterans Administration in March 1947. 

Permission received from C i v i l  Service Commission t o  r e c r u i t  P-2 and 
P-3 Catalogers April  1947. 

Fluid process dupl icator  added f o r  preliminary c a r d  dupl icat ion i n  
May 1947, 

Division moved t o  Museum space i n  June, 1947. 

Pentagon Branch inventor ied i n  June 1947. 

A humber of goals t o  be a t t a ined  are planned f o r  f i s c a l  year 1948. Policy 
statements on publ ic  service plans,  and scope of  the co l lec t ions ,  are needed 
t o  coordinate b e t t e r  the Divis ionts  work. Adequate staff remains a problem. 
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CATALOG DIVISION (Continued) 

Elimination of backlogs o f  cur ren t  work, a resumption of re-cataloging, 
completion of the subject  heading f i l e ,  preparat ion of the  Class i f ica t ion  
f o r  publication, a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  plans and development of the A r t  Section, 
in-service t r a in ing  on an in te r -d iv is iona l  bas i s ,  a survey of t h e  effec- 
t iveness  of t h e  procedures, use of Consultant advice, so lu t ion  of the  
l i gh t ing  and heat ing problems of the  Division a re  among t h e  Division's 
pro jec ts  f o r  the next year. 

INDEX-CATALOGUE D J V I S I O N  

76,271 a r t i c l e s  were indexed i n  10,602 i ssues ,  a decrease of 2% m e r  
t h e  107,844 f o r  F isca l  Year 1946, 4,261 t i t l e s  wcrc: cataloged, a 
decrease of 39% over the 7,040 f o r  F isca l  Year 1946. Total  f i l i n g  was 
243,613, an increase of 13%of which 64,8388 were added t o  t h e  subject  
f i l e  and 21,041 t o  t h e  author.-biography f i l e ,  an increase of 1% over 
Fisca l  Year 191+6. 8,157 cards were made f o r  portr ,z j ts  and biographies,
381,948 cards have been sen t  t o  t h e  Government Pr in t ing  Office f o r  t h e  
Id volume. 

1,783 v i s i t o r s  were among t h e  2,757 users  of t h e  Subject Fi le .  

Decrease i n  production r e f l e c t s  a c r i t i c a l  shortage of personnel, despi te  
t he  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  Translat ing Section i n  May 1947. 

24,799 issues ,  represent ing a po ten t i a l  l5O,OOO cards,  were added t o  the  
backlog, 

The t e n t h  volume of t h c  Fourth Series ,  M - UZ, i s  now i n  t h e  hands of  
the  Government P r i n t e r  and i s  scheduled f o r  publ icat ion i n  December 1947. 
It w i l l  contain 90,000 ent r ies .  A l i s t  of abbreviations of some 6,500 
t i t l e s  w i l l  be included, and reprinted fo r  d i s t r ibu t ion ,  

126,318 o ld  cards  were revised and reheaded e d i t o r i a l l y  f o r  t h e  YPIEZ 
volume; 59,788 a r t i c l e s  and 4,199 monogrsphs were c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  t h e  
volume. 

REFERENCE DIVISION 

The Reference Division entered on a new serv ice  schedule 16 April1947, 
opening Wednesday evenings, Service was maintained on compensatory 
leave bas is ,  reducing man-hours ava i lab le  f o r  weekday service.  

6,559 readers  r e g i s t e r e d  (1% over the  5,1~98i n  F i s c a l  Year 1946)) and 
submitted 35,233 c a l l  s l i p s  (12% over the  31,445 in Fisca l  Year 1946). 

Inter-Library Loms were 20,360 (14%over t h e  17,876 i n  F i sca l  Year 1946). 
, 
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REFEFBNCE DIVISION (Continued). 

Total  loans were 60,971 (6%over the 57,090 i n  F i sca l  Year 1946). 

Items shelved were 162,1~77 (32% over the  122,847 i n  F isca l  Year 1946). 
(This f igure i s  exclusive of moves.) 

Uoves 

A l l  s e r i a l s  were moved i n  one alphabet (except A-D of discontinued 
s e r i a l s  i n  balcony), Pro1920 mater ia l  i n  26 subject  c lasses  was 
weeded and moved t o  the  Annex. 

Ident i f ica t ion  and servicing of Photoduplication Requests i s  a continuous 
challenge. 
Despite insuf f ic ien t  personnel (one Bibliographcr ,and one Reference Assist-
an t  s ince December 19f.+6), t h e  Reference Section answered 4,106 questions, 
an increase of 14% over 1,709 questions for  F i sca l  Yenr 1946, 83%of 
these  were of c i v i l i a n  or ig in ,  as compared t o  66% f o r  F i sca l  Year 1946. 
279 bibliographies and lists were prepared, a decrease of 14%over the  
324 of F isca l  Y C : ~1946. 56% of these were fo r  c i v i l i a n  users compared 
with 30%i n  F i s c 4  Year 1946. 

Current Periodicals Section prepared 1,703 volumes of current  s e r i d s  
f o r  binding, and produced a l i s t  of new t i t l e s  f o r  t h e  B u l l e t i n  of the 
Medical Library Association, 

Document Section expanded considerably during t h e  p a r ,  absorbing many
volumes returned from t h e  History o$ Medicine Division i n  Clevelandc 

The Pentagon Branch was taken over on 26 January 1947. Questionnaires 
were c i rcu la ted  among SGO Divisions and procedures were wr i t ten ,  

Projects  fo r  F isca l  Year 1948 include: 

Provision f o r  space, shelving. 
Addition of personnel. 
Writing of po l i c i e s  and procedures. 
Increase i n  number of bibliographies. 
Orientation l ec tu re s  t o  be provided f o r  medical school students,  
Theses t o  bo rearrangod, 
Evening opening t o  be planned. 

HISTORY OF bEDICINE D I V I S I O N  

4,920 volumes were checklisted. 
3,900 volu?les were commercially boundr 
1,633 volumes were  s tudio  bound, of which 

286 were i n  f u l l  l ea ther ,  
233 were i n  half  l ea the r ,  
410 were restored. 
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HISTORY OF MEDICINE DIVISION (Continued) 

796 volumes were purchased. 
2,167 volumes were searched. 

l l , l+,9O pages were microfilmed. 
lo4 in t e r - l i b ra ry  loans. 

Missing pages and r e s to ra t ion  i s  complete f o r  manuscripts and 15th  Century 
books; 16th Century books are  complete except f o r  fol ios .  

The t i t l e  page form of name i s  now used f o r  binding. 

Thc: Catalogue of Incunabula and Manuscripts i n  t h e  Army Medical Library 
i s  now ready fo r  publ icat ion by Schumann, The A r m y  Medical Library now 
has 533 incunabula. 

The checkl i s t  of holdings is p r a c t i c a l l y  c o q l e t e d ;  t h e  cards have been 
duplicated f o r  t h e  Army Medical Library. 

BUDGET AND FINANCE 

Loccl purchasing of supplies,  equipment and serv ices  increased 17% over 
F isca l  Year 1946. 

Microfilm col lec t ions ,  dat ing from 1February 1947, totalled $ lO,555,  
This money i s  deposited t o  the  c r e d i t  of SGO a p p o p r iczt 'ions,  

PHOTODUPLICATION SElcTION 

Dcfiar;nd f o r  photostats  increased 9@ over F i sca l  Year 1946; microfilm 
decreased 55, 

486,702 pages of  Publ icat ion Board Reports were copied f o r  the  Office of 
Technical Services,  Dcputment of Commerce, 

Praduction: 

1,119,739 pages of negative microfilm, 
275,337 pages o f  photostats ,

9,724 photoprints,
16,750 pages of pos i t i ve  f i l m .  
191,365 cards photographed and enlarged, 

PERWNNEL OFFICE, 

D c i i n g  t he  year t h e  C i v i l  S r u i c e  CoiLdiiLssion gave excaminations i n  profes-
s iona l  and sub-professional f i e l d s ,  certifying PJi g i b l e s  so t h a t  they  might 
secure status. 26 e l i g i b l e s  were given s t a tus .  Where the G o m m i s s b n  h a d  
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PERSONNEL OFFICE (Continued) 

no e l ig ib les ,  the Library received spec ia l  au thor i ty  t o  r e c r u i t ,  

Sixty persons were added by new appointments, t r ans fe r s ,  o r  re turn from 
mi l i t a ry  furlough. Forty-seven (47)persons were separated by resignation, 
t r ans fe r ,  retirement,  termination, removal, reduction-in-force, and leave 
without pay. Thirteen (13) promoti-ons were.madc wi th in  the  Library as 
against  twelve (12) new appointments, Ten new pos i t ions  were  established. 

* 
Annual leave t o t a l l e d  22,665 hours,  t he  equivalent of f u l l  earned leave of 
LO8 persons. Sick leave t o t a l l e d  12,576 hours, and o ther  leave  3,303 hours, 
making ;t percentage o f f  effect iveness  of 82.7%. 

C e i l i n g
P

Date -- Civ i l i an  Off icers  EM 

17 July 1946 132 1 2 
26 January 1947 1 58;;. 5 1 

, 21 February 1947 161?t 5 1 
24 March 1.947 16p% 5 11 
9 May 1947 14l-x 5 24 

20 June 1947 u54; 5 24' 

3tIncluding t h e  Historic?tl  Division 

Net decrease in ce i l ing ,  Army hledic,al Library proper - 7 posi t ions,  
The c e i l i n g  was divided i n t o  four. categories according'to t h e  
"Royall" p l m  on 9 May 1947. 

OFFICE OF. THE LIERAWAN 
Space 

The kt Collect ion expanded i n t o  t h e  former Translat ing Sect ion space, 

Documents Sect ion was moved from t h e  Annex t o  t he ,bdcony .  

Duplicate Ekchange was moved t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  iLnnex. 

Acquisition, Catalog and Index-Catalogue Divisions were moved t o  the  
former Museum Speco. 

Pre-1920 books were moved t o  the  imnex. 

The Reference Division was replanned; public catalogs were moved t o  
t h e  h a l l .  

The Museum space and the  h a l l  were painted. 
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