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UNITED STATFS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUR-l< r:1 q, n3 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICUI,TURE 

In re: ) FMfA Docket No. !....1" eo',' I
 
) PPIA Docket No. Cf). '''',,'
 

International Dehydrated Foods, Inc., )
 
) 
) 

Respondent ) CONSENT DECISION and ORDFR 

This proceeding was instituted under the Feder<.ll Meat Inspection Act, as 

amended (21 U.S.c. § 601 et seq.) ("fMIA"), the Poultry Product Inspection Act, as 

mncnded (21 U.S.c. § 451 et seq.) ("PPfA n), and the applil.:'lble Rules of Practice (7 

C.P.R. § 1.1.-'0 et seq. and 9 C.F.R. ~ 500.1 el seq.), to withdraw federal inspection 

services from International Dehydrated foods, Inc., (bereinafter referred to as 

respondent). Tbis proceeding was commenced by a complaint filed by the Administrator 

of the food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), United States Department of 

Agriculture (USOA). TIle parties have agreed that this proceeding should be temlinated 

by entry oflhe Consent Decision and Order sct forth below pursuant to the consent 

decision provisions of the Rules of Practice (7 C.P.R. § 1.13R). 

For the purposes of this Consent Decision, respondent specifically admits that the 

Secretary has jurisdiction in this matter. Respondl:Jlt neither admits nor denies the 

remaining allegations, waives oral hearing and further procedure, find waives any action 

against the complainant under the Equal Access to Justice Acl of 1980 (5 U.S.c. § 504 et 

seq.). Respondent consents and ah'TeeS, for the purpose of settling this proceeding and for 

such purpose only, to the entry 0 f this decision. 

Complainant agrees to the entry of this decision. 



Findings of Fact 

I. Respondenl is now and at all time~ material herein was, a corporation loented 

at 700 Chapel Drive, Monett, Missouri 65708. 

2. Respondent was and has been granted federal inspection services, pursuant to 

the FMIA and PPIA <tt tht: above namcd establishment that was and has been designated 

as Official Establishment Number 8721/P-8721. 

3. On in the United States District Court fi..lf the Western Uishiet ''''I ;;..q lo'i 
ofMissl)uri, respondent w<ts convicted 011 a one count Clas~ E fdony violation of21 

U.S.c. 458(c)(5). for knowingly and willfully making a false statement in a poultry 

shipper's ccrliticate. 

Conclusion 

Because the parties have agreed to the provisions set forth in the following 

Consent Decision and Order in disposition of this proceeding, the following Order will be 

issued. 

Order 

1. Inspection services under Title I of the FMIA and under the PPIA are 

withdmwn from respondent, Intemational Dehydrated Foods, Inc. (IDF), its lwmcrs, 

including officers, directors, partners, successors, affiliates, and assigns, directly or 

indirectly through any corporate device, tor a period of three (3) years beginning on the 

effective date of this Consent Decision and Order. IIowever, the withdrawal of federal 

meat and poultry inspection services for a three (3) year period shall be held in abey<tOl;e, 

and federal meat and poultry inspection services shall be provided to the respondent so 

long as all oClhe lcnns and conditions of this Consent Decision and Order set forth 
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below, in addition to all other requirements to ll1flintain mcat and poultry inspeclion 

services undcr the FMIA amI PPIA are met. 

2. Respondent or anyone "responsihly cOlmected" with respondcnt (as defined in 

(21 \}.S,c. 4(7), os well as its succcssors, or assigm, ~hall nor: 

(a) violate any section of the FMIA and PPIA, or the regulations 

promulgated under these statutes; 

(b) violatc any Federal, State, or Iucal statute involving Ihe preparation, 

sale, l.ran~portation, distribution, attempted distrihutiol1, acquiring or handling of any 

adulterated, mishranded, or deceptively packaged mcat, or poultry tood products; 

(c) commit any Fclony, involving fraud, bribery. extortion, or any other act 

or circumstances indicating a lack of integrity needed for the conduct of opcrations 

atfeding public health; 

(d) assault, intimidate, impede, threaten or interfere with, or threaten to 

ilssault, intimidatc, imperJe or interfere with any USDA or FSTS employee in thc 

performance of his or her official dutIes under the FMIA, PPIA, or rcgulatiom 

promulgated there under; or, 

(e) conduct any operation requiring federal inspection outside the official 

hours of operation without tirst submitting a written request 10, ilnd rccciving wrilten 

appruval from FSIS officials; 

(0 knowingly make or cause to be made. any false entry into any account, 

record, report. or memorandum as required by the Fl\IJA. PPTA, and the rcgulations 

promulgated under thosc Acts, or this Cunsent Deeision and Order; and/or, 



(g) willfully neglect to make, fail to make, or cfluse sucll failure to be 

mode, full and accurate entries into such accounts, records, reports, or memoranda, that 

fully and \:OITe\:tly disclose all transaction.l> in respondents' business; 

.1. Respondent shall not knowingly hire or adu any ne\\: inuividual who has been 

convicted in any federal or :slate <.:ourt of any felony, (lr of more than one misdemeanor 

ba:seu upon the acquiring, handling, distributing or attempted uistributing or 

unv,:hole.l>ome, mislabeled, or deceptively packaged Coou, or frauu in connection with 

transaction in foods; and, shall immediately terminate it.l> connection with any such 

individual v.'hen that individual'.l> conviction becomes known to the rcsponuenl. 

4. Respondent shall satisfactorily meet and comply with all the conditions 

specified in 9 C.F.R. Part 416 (indut.ling, but not limited to, having Sanitation Standard 

Operalion Pro<.:edure:s (SSOP), Sanitation Perfomlanee Standards (SPS), and 9 c.F.R. 

Part 417 (Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP)) plan:s. 

5. Respondent shall maintain full, \:omp1ele, and accurate written records of all 

business activities applicable to the FMIA, PPIA, Federal, State, and 10c<Jllaws. Such 

re<.:oru:s may indude, but not limited to. hid solicitations, government contra\:ts, product 

specification wMksheets, SSOP and HAeCp records. Re:spondent shall make these 

records available upon rcquesl for review and/or copying to any authorized representative 

of the SCl.:retary. 

6. Within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective uate of this Oruer, respondent 

shall implement and maintain an effective cornplian\:e program to ensure that all 

inspected meat and poultry products will be mainlainoo in a manner to preclude their 

adulteration, contamination, and/or misbranding and that all meat and/or poultry products 
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are wholesome and auequ'J.tdy labeled. This compliance program shall include 

provisions to: 

(a) unsure that atl meat and poultry producls an: produced 

or processed in accordance with product specifications and formulatiOLl5l, as rcquiret..l by 9 

C.P.R. Part] 18.6; 

(b) ensure that all meat and poultry products produced. 

processed. and/or re-packed by respollucnt uu not have any undeclmcd substance of any 

kind and are appropriately labeleu; 

(c) ensure that all meat and poultry proul~ds produced or 

processeu, and/or re-packed at respondent are properly laheled with approveu labels and 

original production dutes under the supervision of a program employee; 

(d) cnsure uucumentation of all findings, corrective actions. taken, and 

preventivc measures implemented, when any non-compliance are found; 

(e) ens.ure recall proccUures are in place to effectively reeall potentially 

adulterated or mi5lbrandcd products produced or processcd, and/or re-packed hy 

respondent when fUlmu within distribution chmmcls; anu 

(D notify the on·sitc FSIS inspector of any re-Iabeling of products. or 

change in production datcs. or system of coding of the production date (on site, or at an 

approved otf-sitc location, such as an LO. warehousc or approved facility contracted by 

respondent to provide that service, or to export product for the respondent) or of any 

deviations or deficiencies. that would causc work stoppage. 

7. Respondent shall, within sixty (60). calendar days from thc effective date of 

this Consent Decision and Order, dcsignale one fuJI-time and one nttemale cmployee to 
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review all aspects of tile compliance program. TIle dcsignated employee or alLemale 

shall have authority to hold up production, stop production, remove product from 

production, or take positive control of any products produced. processed, re-packed, or 

stored at the estab1i~hmcnt which are, or helieved to be, adulterated or misbrD.nJed, when 

facility sanitation, or production deiieicllcics are observed. 

8, Respondcnt shall, within sixty (60), calendar days from the effective date of 

this Consent Decision and Ord(~r, submit to the Director of Evaluation and enforcement 

Division, OPEFR, FSIS, USDA, or designee, respondent proposed compliance program 

for review and concurrence. Respondent shall make lwcry effort to ensure that the 

compliance program is reviewcd and implemented in an expeditious marmcr. 

9. Respondent shall, within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective date of this 

Conscnt Oecision and Order. effectively implement and have 011 file, a corporate code or 

policy statement of conduct and compliance and ethics in business practices (hereinafter 

··Corporate Code") applicablc 10 aU business entities and individuals within or employed 

by respondent. The Corporate Code shall include: 

(a) a statement of corporate polley addressing business ethics and publ ic trust; 

(b) a statement ofrcspolldent's commitment to comply with all applicable laws 

and regulations in the conduct orits business; 

(c) guidelines for respondent's employees 10 follow with respect to fnod safety 

and ethics issues; and 

(d) to preclude any acts of assllult, intimidation, or interference of any USDA 

empIl)yee. 
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Such Corporate Codc shall be submittcd [0 the Director orEED or designcc J(lr 

review and concurrence. The Corpomte Code shall bc pelmanently displayeu in a 

prominent !ol.:aliun in the respondent's establishment and discussed with all c\ment am! 

future employees. 

10. Within ninety (90) calendar da)'s of the dTective date of this 

Order, all management and supervisors, including corporate officers, of respondcnt shall 

participate in a twining program encompassing ethical busine:>s practices, which has 

received the prior concurrence of the Director llf EED. or designee. Respondent shall 

maintain recorus documenting the successful completion ofs\lcb training and shall have 

those records available upon reque:;t hy any USDA employee. 

11. ResplJlldcnt shall cooperate Cully and completely with any FS(S 

investigation, inquiry, review, or examination ofresponuents' establishment, husiness 

records, anJ/or CQrnpliancc wilh tbe FMJA, PPlA, or this Order. 

12. Respondent shall prepare lin annual report, submilteu to the Director ofEED, 

documenting compliance with all aspects of this Orucr. 

13. The Administrator, FSIS. shall have the right to summarily withdraw 

inspection services upon a determination by the EED Director or designee, that Dny 

conditions set forth in this Order have been violated. Respondent retains the right to 

request an expedited hearing pursuant to the Ru1e~ of Pracli<:e concerning any violatill/1 

alleged as the basi:; tOJ a summary withdrawal of inspei:tion services. 

14. Nothing in this Consent Decision and Order shall preclude the refen'fll 01' any 

violation of law to the U.S. Depm1rnent of Justice lor possihle criminal ur civil 

7 



procecdings based upon any future conduct not previously addressed, considered, or 

adjudicated. 

15. If any provision of this Consent Decision and Order is declared invalid, such 

declaration shall not affect lhe validity of nny other provision herein. 

In. All the provisions of this COlll'.ent Decision and Order are effective 

and applicable for a period of three (3) years commencing with the effectivc date of this 

Consent Decision and Order. 

17. This Consent Decision and Order shall heeome cffe\:live upon
 

issuance by the Admini.c;trativc Law Judge.
 

INTERNATIONAL DEHYDRATED FOODS, INC. (IDF) 

Scott C. Salian 

Rospon:e.. ..1-
BY:.~ .. 
Torn Slaight, Chairman ofthe Board of Dir 
Inten I al Dehydmted Foods, fnc. 

Steph'en . Hill, Jr. 
Attorney for Respondcnt	 Director, Evalm~tion nforcement
 

Division
 
Food Safcty and Inspection Service
 
U.S. Department of A re-,. 

Robert G. Hihbert
 
Attorncy for Respondent
 

-,< A,{...... __,-_ 
Issued this _."g__- day of _ , 2008 

/ 

Attorn y lor Corn ii: ant 
U.S. Department of. griculture 
Office uf the General Counsel 

. W ,D.C. 
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