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Volume III – Comments and Responses

FEIS – Navajo Reservoir Operations

VI.  Water / Irrigation Districts

Introduction

Beyond general expressions of approval or d isapproval and  support or nonsupport for the
project, water d istricts’ comments on the DEIS can be summarized  in general in the areas
below.

Issues Raised

� Nearly one-half of the comments concerned  potential water quality degradation
and mitigation.

� Also of concern were the calculation of d iversions, water rights, the administration
of shortages during drought, and  the effects to agriculture and  agriculture-related
economic factors.

� Slightly fewer concerns centered  on limitations of the DEIS’ analysis/ review and
Low Flow Test, NEPA compliance, alternatives formulation, Basin-wide planning
and  cumulative impacts, flexibility in interim operations, and  others.

Districts Included in this Section

Bloomfield  Irrigation District
Hammond Conservancy District
San Juan County Agriculture Water Users
West Hammond Domestic Water Association
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WD1-1 Please see the response to General Comment 22
which discusses the Summer Low Flow Test.

WD1-2 Please see the response to General Comment 22.
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WD2-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 9, 18a,
20d.

WD2-2  Please see the responses to General Comments 23
and 31d.
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WD3-1 Table III-2 in the EIS has been modified to reflect
your comments.  These modifications recognize a
change in the water rights listed in Table III-2 of the
DEIS from Navajo Dam to the confluence of the
Animas River from 280 to 295 cfs.  Reclamation
believes that water will be available to meet these
water rights via return flows, but some diversion
structures may need to be improved.      
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WD3-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 9 and
22.

WD3-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 23 and
31d.

WD3-4 Please see the response to General Comment 2.

WD3-5 Please see responses to General Comments 18a and
20d.

WD3-6 Please see the response to General Comment 22
which discusses the Summer Low Flow Test. 
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WD4-1 Please see the response to General Comment 23.

WD4-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 22 and
23. 
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WD4-3 Please see the response to General Comment 23.
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WD4-4 Please see the response to General Comment 23.

WD4-5 Please see the responses to General Comments 1a and
23.
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WD4-6 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
13.

WD4-7 Please see the responses to General Comments  2, 13,
20d, and 31d.
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WD4-8 Please see the responses to General Comments 20d
and 31d.
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