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Volume III – Comments and Responses

FEIS – Navajo Reservoir Operations

IV.  State Agencies

Introduction

Beyond suggested  ed itorial/ narrative revisions and  general expressions of approval or
d isapproval, State agencies commenting on the DEIS expressed  concerns in the general
areas summarized  below.

Issues Raised

� Nearly one-third  of comments centered  on water quality-related  impacts of the
project.

� One of the next most frequently cited  concerns was about alternatives formulation,
particularly the No Action Alternative and  its function as the project baseline.

� The hydrology model and  environmental and  project baselines, reservoir levels,
irrigation issues, and  cumulative impacts/ Basin-wide planning were significant
areas of expressed  concern.

� Areas cited  less frequently ranged from NEPA compliance and  trout
fishery/ related  economic effects to impacts on reservoir recreation, rafting,
hydropower, Indian water claims, water rights, and  drought-related  shortage. 
Issues of mitigation and  flexibility in water releases were also cited , as was the
perceived  need  for new analyses.

� The Preferred  Alternative is the only alternative that complies with the EPA and
protects water development.

Agencies Included in this Section

Colorado State Parks
New Mexico Soil and  Water Conservation District
New Mexico State University 
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SA1-1 Comment Noted.

SA1-2 Comment noted. 
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SA1-3 Drought conditions in 2002 resulted in low reservoir
levels. Reservoir levels below 5979 feet were
exceeded only once in the hydrology modeling period
(1929-1993). 
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SA2-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 10,
18a, and 34.

SA2-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 18a
and 20d.

SA2-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 18c
and e.

SA2-4 Comment noted.
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SA2-5 The EIS analyzes impacts that may result from
reoperation of Navajo Dam.  It does not attempt to
analyze or address the supply and demand or price for
water.  Those issues are beyond the scope of this
document. 

SA2-6 Please see the response to General Comment 26.

SA2-7 Comment noted.

SA2-8 Please see the response to General Comment 23.

SA2-9 Comment noted.
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SA3-1 Please see the response to General Comment 3.
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SA3-2 Please see the response to General Comment 3.

SA3-3 Evaluation of Navajo Dam operations began in the
early 1990's.  Studies were completed under the
SJRBRIP prior to Flow Recommendations being
developed.  Once Flow Recommendations were
completed, Reclamation began evaluations for the
Navajo Reservoir Operations EIS. 

SA3-4 The Action Alternatives -- 250/5000 and 500/5000 --
were compared against the No Action Alternative. 
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SA3-5 Please see the responses to General Comments 22 and
23 which discuss water quality and the Summer Low
Flow Test.

SA3-6 The State of New Mexico Environment Department
is conducting a water quality assessment for the
San Juan River and will consider whether TMDLs
will be developed for listed water quality parameters
that currently do not fully supportwater uses.  Please
see the response to General Comment 23 for
additional information.
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SA3-7 Please see the response to General Comment 23.

SA3-8 Please see the responses to General Comments 20f
and 23.

SA3-9 Please see the response to General Comment 22.  
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SA3-10 Please see responses to General Comments 4 and 5. 

SA3-11 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
13.
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SA3-12 Please see the responses to General Comments 2, 13,
and 18a.
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