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Volume III – Comments and Responses

FEIS – Navajo Reservoir Operations

IX.  Other Organizations

Introduction

Apart from suggestions for editorial/ narrative revisions and  general expressions of
approval or d isapproval or support or nonsupport, private organizations commenting on
the Navajo Reservoir Operations DEIS expressed  concern in the general areas summarized
below.

Issues Raised

� Nearly one-third  of the comments concerned  the range of alternatives and  the
alternative selected .  Another substantial block of comments centered  on the trout
fishery and  accompanying economic impacts.

� Reservations were also expressed  about the efficacy of the Flow Recommendations
and  other endangered  species conservation measures as well as socioeconomic
impacts in general.

� Other concerns range from perceived  limitations of the Summer Low  Flow  Test
and  a need  to withdraw the DEIS, to impacts to a variety of resources, includ ing
the reservoir itself.

Organizations in this Section

American Whitewater
New Mexico Council of Outfitters and  Guides
New Mexico Trout (2)
San Juan Fly Fishing Federation
San Juan Guide Association
San Juan Sailing Club
Trout Unlimited , Colorado
Trout Unlimited , Grand  Valley Anglers Chapter
Trout Unlimited , Truchas Chapter
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OR1-1 Please see response to General Comment 32.

OR1-2 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 7, and
32.

OR1-3 Flow frequency tables are included in the EIS.  Flow
levels for different uses vary considerably from river
to river; the BLM was consulted during our studies to
determine the value of different flow levels.
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OR1-4 Reclamation concurs that unregulated diversions
downstream from Navajo Dam can interfere with
meeting Flow Recommendations for endangered fish
as well as downstream recreation.  For additional
information see the responses to General Comments
18a, 20d, and 31.
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OR2-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
31.
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OR2-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 19 and
34.

OR2-3 The Executive Order cited calls for Federal agencies
to improve recreational fisheries to the extent
permitted by law and to identify and minimize
conflicts between recreational fisheries and their
responsibilities under ESA. The Preferred Alternative
is designed to follow the authorization or law for the
use of the Navajo Unit as well as the ESA.  In doing
so, recreational fisheries will be impacted as indicated
in the EIS.  Flexibility, discussed in General
Comment No. 11, is designed to reduce impacts.

OR2-4 Please see the response to General Comment 10.
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OR2-5 Please see the responses to General Comments 1a and
19.
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OR3-1 The EIS recognizes that the minimum releases under
the Preferred Alternative provide less trout habitat
than the existing minimum release of 500 cfs.  The
Preferred Alternative is designed to assist in
recovering endangered fish while protecting existing
and future water development.  Also see the response
to General Comment 22 which discusses flexibility.

OR3-2 In order to maintain target flows (500 to 1,000 cfs) in
the critical habitat below Farmington, Navajo Dam
releases are used to supplement the natural river
flows.  For example, when critical habitat target flows
are well above the minimum target of 500 cfs,
releases from the dam would not be required except
to provide water in the river above the Animas River
confluence.  At other times, almost no flow is
available from the Animas River in the critical habitat
area, so the dam must supply a large percentage of the
target minimum.  The Preferred Alternative allows
for dam release adjustments to be made so that target
flows can be maintained in the critical habitat area. 
Maintaining a minimum release of 500 cfs would
limit the ability to develop water, result in spring
peak releases of lesser duration and frequency, and
cause occasional exceedences of target flows below
Farmington. Adequate spring peak releases and
maintaining target flows consistently are necessary
components of the Flow Recommendations.  Also,
see the responses to General Comments 5 and 16. 
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OR4-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 5 and
16.
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OR5-1 Please see the response to General Comment 20.
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OR5-2 Please see the response to General Comment 20.

OR5-3 Please see the response to General Comment 4.
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OR5-4 Please see the response to General Comment 10.

OR5-5 Please see the response to General Comments 22 and
28.
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OR5-6 Please see the response to General Comment 31d.

OR5-7 Please see the response to General Comment 33.
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OR5-8 Please see the response to General Comment 28.

OR5-9 Please see the response to General Comment 31.
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OR5-10 Please see the response to General Comment 26.

OR5-11 Please see the responses to General Comments 23 and
31d.

OR5-12 Please see the response to General Comment 19.

OR5-13 Please see the responses to General Comments 3 and
5.
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OR6-1 Please see the response to General Comment 1a.

OR6-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
31.

OR6-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 22,
29c, and 31b.

OR6-4 Please see the responses to General Comments 5 and
8.

OR6-5 Please see the responses to General Comments 10 and
20f.

OR6-6 Please see the response to General Comment 3.
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OR7-1 Please see the response to General Comment 3.

OR7-2 The footnote has been revised.

OR7-3 Please see the response to General Comment 31.
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OR7-4 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
32.

OR7-5 Please see the response to General Comment 20.

OR7-6 Please see the response to General Comment 20.

OR7-7 The EIS recognizes that the Preferred Alternative
would have a moderate impact on reservoir recreation
from April through October.  However, under this
alternative, there is flexibility in summer releases that
reduce impacts to recreation over an interim period.

OR7-8 Please see the response to General Comment 20.
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OR7-9 Please see the response to General Comment 16.
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OR8-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 23,
27, and 29.

OR8-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 2 and
5.

OR8-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 22,
23, and 28.
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OR8-4 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
31.

OR8-5 Please see the response to General Comment 29c.

OR8-6 Please see the response to General Comment 11.

OR8-7 The hydrology model used in this EIS was developed
and applied by using the basic recommended Navajo
Reservoir operating rules from the SJRBRIP Flow
Recommendation Report (Holden 1999), as modified
for the ALP Project Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (Reclamation,
2000).  As a result, Reclamation believes that it is not
necessary to specifically mention or analyze the Flow
Recommendations criteria.  In addition, the primary
criteria - flow rate and duration – are presented in
table II-3 of the EIS.  Review of the table shows that
the Preferred Alternative is the only alternative that
fully meets the Flow Recommendations criteria.

OR8-8 Please see the response to General Comment 11.

OR8-9 Please see the respone to General Comment 11.

OR8-10 Please see the response to General Comment 13.
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OR8-11 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
13.

OR8-12 Please see the responses to General Comments 5a and
8.

OR8-13 Please see the responses to General Comments 5b and
11.

OR8-14 Please see the responses to General Comments 5 and
9.

OR8-15 Please see the responses to General Comments 2 and
11.

OR8-16 Please see the response to General Comment 2.
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OR8-17 Please see the responses to General Comments 23,
26, 31b, and 31d.

OR8-18 Exceedence of the target flows occurs when flows are
high in the Animas River.  Table II-7 in the EIS
shows the distribution frequency of monthly
streamflow of the San Juan River at Bluff.  Also, see
the DEIS Volume II, Appendix A and Monthly
Modeled Output for each alternative.  A listing of
1929-1993 monthly flow for each San Juan River
gaging station is also shown.

OR8-19 Please see the response to General Comment 21a. 
Volume II of the EIS provides additional information
on the hydrology modeling used for this analysis.

OR8-20 Please see the response to General Comment 22.

OR8-21 The EIS has been revised to accommodate your
concern.

OR8-22 Please see the responses to General Comments 10 and
16.
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OR9-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 20f,
23, and 27.

OR9-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 5,
and 16.



OTHER ORGANIZATIONS - Comments and Responses 310

OR9-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 2 and
11.
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OR10-1 Please see the response to General Comment 16.

OR10-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 4,
5b, 6, 7, and 21a.
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OR10-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 4, 5,
20c, and 22.

OR10-4 Please see the response to General Comment 20f.

OR10-5 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
31.
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OR10-6 Please see the response to General Comment 31b.

OR10-7 Please see the response to General Comment 3.

OR10-8 Please see the response to General Comment 5.

OR10-9 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
17.
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