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FEIS — Navajo Reservoir Operations

V. Local Governments

Introduction

Beyond general expressions of approval or disapproval of the project, comments of the two
local government entities are summarized below.

Issues Raised

(1 About one-half the concerns expressed centered on impacts to the trout fishery,
fishing in general, and associated economic impacts, and they also focused on
impacts to water quality.

(d Other concerns included those in the areas of Reclamation responsibility under the

CRSP Act, hydropower impacts, air quality, sedimentation, flood control, and
limitations of the Low Flow Test.

Entities Included in this Section

City of Bloomfield
Farmington Convention and Visitors Bureau
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City of Bloomfield ™ -2 2w

November 26, 2002

Bureau of Reclamation

Mr. Ken Beck

Western Colorado Area Office, Southern Division
835 East Second Avenue, Suite 300

Durango, Colerade 81301

Subject: City of Bloomfield position on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement — Navajo
Reservoir Operations

Dear Mr. Beck:

The Bloomfield City Council has received and reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement — Navajo Reservoir Operations (DEIS). The Council’s position is that the preferred
alternative of 250/5000 flow recommendation has the potential for serious economic and
environmental consequences for the City of Bloomfield and the greater San Juan Basin.

e The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) general comment is that at the recommended
alternative of 250/5000, Bloomfield may exceed its National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Areas of specific concern to the City are total
dissolved solids (TDS) and fecal bacteria. TDSs currently are problematic because of
several washes up stream from the City of Bloomfield's Wastewater Treatment Plant.
With a 250 CFS release from Navajo Reservoir, river flow at our Wastewater Treatment
Plant is anticipated to be approximately 130 CFS. BOR is concerned that this may impact

our permit, pages I1I-97 & 128 DEIS Volume 1. The City of Bloomfield concurs that this
will negatively effect our Wastewater Treatment Plant operation. The City estimates that LAl-1 Please see the response to General Comment 23.
the recommended flow of 250/5000 would likely result in an excess of $800,000 in plant 1
improvements being required to meet our NPDES permit and approximately $60,000 in
loss revenue for a negative impact to our Wastewater Treatment Plant of nearly
$900,000.

= Not specifically mentioned in the DEIS is the negative effect the 250/5000 flow
alternative would likely have on the City of Bloomfield Water Plant operations. Low LA1_2 Please see the response to General Comment 23 The
flows are moye susceptible to higher TDS. This would effect our ability to divert water R K K
from the river during times of high TDS, require us to hold water longer in our reservoir, City of Bloomfield presently receives its water supply
Msexchy ouusinis 8 Mot apI ot NI iy et scesd poscrO SADSE I, Ao 2 via Citizens Ditch. Water quality studies during the
high cost in ﬁlterin.g the water. Higher nmir!tenance costs to operate our Teservoir, high o : .q y . g
chcaiont and Nietinig coshs; aost of watorrighos S neplacs water 1ot in hack Shiking ooe low flow tests did not indicate that TDS increased
alternative recommended. significantly in this reach of the San Juan River;

e As you are probably aware the City of Bloomfield purchases all our electricity from the : s
City of Farmington. The 250/5000 alternative will negatively effect the City of therefore, Reclamation does not anticipate any
Farmington’s Navajo Dam Hydroelectric Plant. The low flow will result in reduced problems with water treatment.

production capacity that would most probably be made up by the use of fossil fuels. This
will result in an estimated additional cost to the City of Farmington from $5.3 to $7.0
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annually. These costs are likely to be passed on to users such as the City of Bloomfield.
The increased use of fossil fuels will negatively impact the San Juan Basin’s air quality.
The City of Farmington will likely have higher maintenance costs at their hydroelectric
plant.

« The 2505000 does not adequately address flood control issues. The report acknowledges
that at the 5000 CFS level flooding is possible particularly in Farmington south of the
convergence of the Animas River. However sustained low flow releases that result in an
accumulation of water in Navajo Reservoir needs be addressed.

e Sustained low flow will have a negative fiscal impact as mentioned above for the City of
Bloomfield and in hydroelectric power operations. The sustained low flow will also
negatively impact the recreational fishing industry. The 250 CFS flow alternative will
reduce the “quality of the angler experience” and lead to a reduction of trout habitat. This
is likely to negatively impact the tourist industry of San Juan County. The San Juan River
Guide Association estimates over $3 million dollars will be lost in tourism as a result of
the flow recommendation of 250/5000.

The Bloomfield City Council would like to offer some other general comments:

e We believe the current DEIS is flawed in that the report did not take into account the
current drought conditions. Flow recommendations are based on a 1999 report. In
addition, the report relies too heavily on data from a single summer low flow test, during
which there was significant rainfall.

e The DEIS is biased in favor of the Endangered Species Act. It ignores the Bureau of
Reclamation responsibilities under other acts, specifically The Colorado River Storage
Project Act of 1956, which states that no dam may be operated to the detriment of the
upper basin users. The City of Bloomfield believes the preferred alternative would be
operating the dam to the detriment of the City.

The City of Bloomficld recommends a sustained flow of 500 CFS with minimal high flow
releases that are only necessary for the maintenance of the river. The City of Bloomfield thanks
the Bureau of Reclamation for the ity to make these comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement - Navajo Reservoir Operations.

Sincerely,

Keith/Johnson
Mayor

CC:  Council
Curtis Gurley, City Attorney
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LA1-8
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Comment noted.

Please see the response to General Comment 25.
Analysis of alternatives contained the Army Corps of
Engineers flood control diagrams which provide for
flood storage in the reservoir for particular periods of
time and at various forecasted inflows. Also see the
response to General Comment 24.

Comment noted.

Please see the responses to General Comments 13 and
la.

Please see the response to General Comment 10.
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) Convention & Visitors Bureau

November 5, 2002

Mr. Ken Beck ™

Bureau of Reclamation i y

Western Colorado Area Office ' e -
" B35 East Second Avenue, Suite 400

Durango, CO 81301

_ Dear Mr. Beck:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Farmingron Convention & Visitars Bureau. We
understand that the Bureau of Reclamation is proposing changing the flows from Navajo
Dam on the San Juan River from a 500 cfs minimum to a 250 cfs minimum.

Fishing is a major attraction in our area and brings inr millions of dollars to the local
economy. We believe the low flows will be detrimental to the river for several reasons:

e  The local economic will be severely impacted and jobs and businesses will be lost _ Bl . o LA2-1 Please see the response to General Comment 31b.
e The habitat of the river for the aquatic life, as well as the other wildlife that use the ]2
river, will be decreased by 34% - ‘
. The trout population, considered to be one of the healthiest in the United States,will ‘ |
be decreased by 20—30% wo 113
e The lack of water flowing through the river will increase sedimentation, thiis I | 4
decreasing the habitat even further

e The low flows, especially in the summer months, will allow for more pollution and | [ 5 . LA2-3
poorer-water quality : :

LA2-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 28 and
30.

Please see the response to General Comment 27.

Because we believe the low flows will impact our area greatly, we are requesting the _
- Bureau of Reclamation not decrease the flow and keep it at 500 cfs. . . LA2-4 Comment noted.

Sy, - e ' - LA2-5  Please see the response to General Comment 23.

3041 E. Mai;l + . Farmington, NM_&NDZ =  Ph so5-326-7602 . Fax 505-327-0577



LOCAL GOVERNMENTS - Comments and Responses

2002-2003 FCVB BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

CHATRMAN

Jeff Howle, Chief Operations Officer
Citizens Bank

P.O. Box 4140, Fmn 87499

599-0100 Fax 326-3171

CHAIRMAN-ELECT

Don Cowman, General Manager
Comfort Inn

555 Scott Avenue, Fmn 87401
325-2626 Fax 325-7675

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Betsy McCord, Owner

M. Moose, Inc.

119 W. Main, Fmn 87401
325-7800 Fax 325-6017

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN
Dave Turnbull, President

Western Tire

2700 E. Main, Fmn 87402

326-2231 Fax 325-9105

Larry Baker, Executive Director
Salmon Ruins

P.O. Box 125, Bloomfield 87413
632-2013 Fax 632-1707

Keith Barbeau, General Manager
Courtyard by Marriott

503 M. Auburn Ave., Fmn 87401
325-5111

CIHiff Booton, Manager &
Chamber of Commerce President
Hertz Rent A Car

PO Box 3875, Fmn 87499
327-6093 Fax 327-6095

Linda Clark, Business Binking Manager
‘Wells Fargo

100 W. Broadway, Fmn 87401

324-9518

Truett Compton, Advertising Director
Four Corners Business Journal

205 W. Arrington, Fmn 87401

564-4671 Fax 326-6592

Gary Golden, Vice President for Student
Services
San Juan College

4601 College Blvd., Fmn 87402
566-3318, Fax 566-3500

Bob Hudson, City Manager
City of Farmington

800 Municipal Dr, Fmn 87401
599-1102 Fax 599-8430

Larry Johnson, Owner

Soaring Eagle Lodge

P. O. Box 6354, Navajo Dam, 87419
632-3721 Fax 632-5621

Teresa Martinez, Sales Manager
Best Western Inn & Suites

700 Scott Ave., Fmn 87401
327-5221 Fax 327-1565

Dan McMullen, Owner
Clancy’s Pub, An Irish Cantina
2703 E. 20th St., Fmn 87402
325-8176

Jeff Ring, Manager

Chamber of Commerce President
Animas Valley Mall

4601 E. Main St., Fmn 87402
326-5465

Sandy Schumacher, Mkig. Director
Animas Valley Mall

4601 E. Main, Fmn §7402

326-5465 Fax 326-0320

Mayor Bill Standley

City of Farmington

800 Municipal Drive, Fmn 87401
599-1100 Hm 325-3253

Fax 599-8430

Tom Wheeler, Owner
Hogback Trading Company
3221 Hwy. 64, Waterflow 87421
598-5154

STAFF

Becky Walling, Executive Director

Debbie Dusenbery, Administrative Manager
Tonya Stinson, Marketing Manager

Darla Smith, Administrative Assistant

Jeri Crawford, Hospitality Staff

Amy Homer, Hospitality Staff
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