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Volume III – Comments and Responses

FEIS – Navajo Reservoir Operations

XI.  Anglers

Introduction

As the title of this section ind icates, letters included  are those from ind ividuals who self-
identify as anglers on the San Juan River.  Their comments constitute about one-fifth of the
total comments received  on the DEIS and  are summarized  below.

Issues Raised

All the letters expressed  concern about potential losses to the trout fishery, tourism, and
fishing- and  tourism-related  business.  A few of those who commented  also cited  potential
impacts to water quality and  fish and  wild life or expressed  concern about the hydrology
model, perceived  limitations of the Summer Low Flow Test, alternatives formulation,
and/ or proposed  measures for endangered  fish species.
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A1-1 Please see the response to General Comment 11.
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A2-1 Comment noted.
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A3-1 Please see the response to General Comment 11.
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A4-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27, 28,
29, and 30.

 



ANGLERS - Comments and Responses 427

A5-1 Please see response to General Comment 5.

A5-2 Please see responses to General Comments 27 and 29.
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A6-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3 and 11.
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A7-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 27, and
29.

A7-2 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27, 28,
29, and 30.
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A8-1 Please see response to General Comment 27.
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A9-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27, 28 29,
and 30.
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A10-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.
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A11-1 Please see responses to General Comments 23 and
28.

A11-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 3 and
11.
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A12-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, and
27. 
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A13-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 11,
27, and 29.
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A14-1 Comment noted. 
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A15-1 Please see the response to General Comment 16.
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A16-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, 27,
and 29.
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A17-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, 27,
and 29.
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A18-1 Please see responses to General Comments 5, 9, and
11. 
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A19-1 Please see the responses to General Comment 11.
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A20-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 11,
and 27. 
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A21-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, and
27. 
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A22-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.
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A23-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 22 and
28.

A23-2 Please see the response to General Comment 31.

A23-3 Please see the response to General Comment 20c.
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A23-4 Comment noted.  Please see responses to General
Comments 10 and 11. 

A23-5 Please see responses to General Comments 20 (f) and
23.
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A24-1 Approximately 1/4 mile of river directly below
Navajo Dam was closed to public access due to
required increased security measures on Reclamation
facilities which were implemented after the
September 11, 2001 incident.  Please see responses to
General Comments 3 and 27.

A24-2 Quality of the angling experience was a factor
considered in determining the recreation losses which
in turn were used to determine economic impacts in
the EIS. Please see response to General
Comment 31.
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A25-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
27. 
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A26-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3 and 5.

A26-2 Please see response to General Comment 11. 
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A27-1 Please see responses to General Comments 27 and
31.
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A28-1 Please see response to General Comment 27.

A28-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 29 and
31.

A28-3 The baseflow operations are designed to maintain
flows downstream from Farmington above 500 cfs to
save water for the next year’s spring peak and to meet
future development of water rights.  Please see
responses to General Comments 11and 20c.
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A28-4 Please see responses to General Comments 1, 3, 5,
and 11.  
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A29-1 Please see responses to General Comments 10, 20b,
27, 28, 29, and 30.
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A30-1 Please see response to General Comment 5.

A30-2 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, and
27. 

A30-3 Please see response to General Comment 11.

A30-4 Please see responses to General Comments 3 and 11. 
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A31-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 5, 11,
and 28.
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A32-1 Please see the response to General Comment 11.
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A33-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.

A33-2 Please see responses to General Comments 5 and 11.
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A33-3 Please see responses to General Comments 20 (f) and
23.

A33-4 Please see the responses to General Comments 22 and
28. 
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A34-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 27, and
28. 

A34-2 Please see responses to General Comments 29 and
31. 

A34-3 Please see response to General Comment 3.
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A35-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
27.  
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A36-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.
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A37-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 20b,
27, 28, 29, and 30.
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A38-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.

.
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A39-1 Please see responses to General Comment 27 and 29.

A39-2 Please see response to General Comment 22.

A39-3 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.

A39-4 Please see response to General Comment 31.

A39-5 Reclamation frequently consults  with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish.   No mention
has been made of trout mortality in the tailwater
portion of the San Juan River since flows were
reduced to 350 cfs last fall.  Similarly, Reclamation
has not been advised that the trout have been
behaving in an abnormal way during the same time
frame. 

A39-6 Please see response to General Comment 11. 

A39-7 Please see response to General Comment 8.

A39-8 Please see response to General Comment 11.

A39-9 Please see response to General Comment 10.
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A40-1 Please see the response to General Comment 11.  
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A41-1 Please see response to General Comment 3.

A41-2 Please see responses to General Comments 1(e) and
3.

A41-3 Please see the response to General Comment 11.
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A42-1 Please see Chapter II, Section VI - Alternatives
Considered but Eliminated - 250 Variable/5000
Alternative, and response to General Comment 5.

A42-2 Please see response to General Comment 11. 
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A42-3 Please see response to General Comment 8.

A42-4 Please see response to General Comment 2.
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A43-1 Please see response to General Comment 28.
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A44-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 11,
27, 28, 29, and 31. 
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A45-1 Please see the response to General Comment 11. 
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A46-1 Comments noted.  Please see responses to General
Comments 11 and 29.

A46-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 3,  27,
and 31a & b.
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A47-1 Comment noted. Please see responses to General
Comments 3, 11, and 27.
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A48-1 Please see responses to General Comments 9 and 16.
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A49-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.



ANGLERS - Comments and Responses 477

A50-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.
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A51-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.
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A52-1 Comment noted. 
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A53-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 11,
and 16. 
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A54-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 16,
and 28.

A54-2 Please see the response to General Comment 11.
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A55-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11,
16, and 28.



ANGLERS - Comments and Responses 483

A56-1 Please see responses to General Comments 27, 29,
and 31.

A56-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 22 and 
28.

A56-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 16 and
27.

A56-4 Please see the responses to General Comments 3, 11
16, and 31.

A56-5 Please see response A38-5. 

A56-6 Please see response A41-1.

A56-7 Please see response to General Comment 8.

A56-8 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.
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A56-9 Comment noted.  Please see response to General
Comment 10.
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A57-1 Please see response A41-1.

A57-2 Please see responses to General Comments 18 and
20d.

A57-3 The discussion on monitoring base flows has been
clarified in the FEIS.  Please see General Comment
No. 15 for further information. 

A57-4 Reclamation concurs that flexibility should be better
defined and revisions have been made in the FEIS. 
Please see responses to General Comment No. 11. 

A57-5 The ALP Project depletion of 43,533 af listed in
Table II-1 on page II-7 is that portion of ALP Project
depletions occuring in Colorado.  On page II-6 of that
same table under the heading of New Mexico, ALP
Project depletions are listed as 13,600 af.  The total of
these are 57,133 af. 

A57-6 Please see the responses to General Comments 5 and
11 and response to A41-1.
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A58-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11,
16, 22, 27, and 31.

A58-2 Please see response A38-5.

A58-3 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.

A58-4 The composition of the Biological Committee is
beyond the scope and intent of this EIS. 
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A59-1 Comment noted.  Please see responses to General
Comments 5, 11, and 16.
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A60-1 Please see responses to General Comments 20b, 27,
28, 29, and 30.



ANGLERS - Comments and Responses 490

A61-1 Please see response to General Comment 9. 

A61-2 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.
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A62-1 Please see the responses to General Comments 11 and
16.
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A63-1 Please see responses to General Comments 3, 11, and
27.  
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A64-1 Comments noted.  Please see the responses to General
Comments 11, 16, and 31.
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A65-1 Comment noted.  Please see the responses to General
Comments 11, 16, and 27.
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