A Closer Look at Agriculture and the Environment

Long-time readers may recall that when ERS launched Amber Waves in 2003, one of
our goals was to capture the full breadth of the ERS research program—the
economics of food, farming, natural resources, and rural America—under a single
cover. By combining accessible coverage of a broad range of issues with links to
indepth analysis on the ERS website, we hoped to offer our readers the best thing

since sliced bread, and we've been pleased with readers’ responses to date.

This issue slices the loaf a different way. Rather than focusing broadly, we have
reprinted and updated a selection of articles from our first |8 issues on a single
topic: the relationship between agriculture and the Nation’s land, air, water, and
biological resources. Recent years have seen important changes in policy approaches
to addressing the environmental impacts of agriculture, as well as in our
understanding of those impacts.With farm policy again under discussion, it is timely
to take stock of lessons learned from experience to date and consider emerging

issues and options for the future.

Selected articles in this issue examine, among other things, the increasing policy
emphasis on conservation on “working lands” (which remain in agricultural
production), design options for enhancing program cost-effectiveness,
characteristics of farmers who adopt conservation practices and participate in
conservation programs, challenges in measuring program impacts, and the potential
to address emerging environmental concerns through market-oriented
solutions—within agriculture as well as between agriculture and other sectors of
the economy. Such a review not only sheds light on the links between agriculture
and the environment but also illustrates the opportunities and hurdles involved in

balancing public goals and private choices more generally.

Any way you slice it, we hope you find this special issue both informative and

enjoyable. We will return to the broader focus of our regular format in September.
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Keith Wiebe
Deputy Director
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Amber Waves is published five times per year
(February, April, June, September, and November)
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic
Research Service.

To subscribe, call 1-800-363-2068 or 703-605-
6060, weekdays 8:30-5:00 ET. Subscription price is
$49.95 per year (to U.S. addresses). Call for prices
for subscriptions sent to foreign addresses.

Send questions, requests, and letters to Sheila
Sankaran, Editor, Amber Waves, USDA/ERS,
Rm. N4165, 1800 M St., NW., Washington, DC
20036-5831, or to ssankaran@ers.usda.gov.

The editorial content of this magazine is in the
public domain and may be reprinted without
permission. Unless otherwise noted, the Economic
Research Service (ERS), U.S. Department of
Agriculture, is the source for all charts and tables
shown in this magazine, although the underlying
raw data often come from other agencies. The
Amber Waves eZine (www.ers.usda.gov/amber-
waves/) is the authoritative version and may some-
times contain minor corrections and updates to
reflect new information received after publication of
the print edition.

ERS is the main source of economic research and
analysis from the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
providing timely information on economic and policy
issues related to agriculture, food, the environment,
and rural America.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and, where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an
individual's income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a com-
plaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.





