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Mr. Keith Payne

USDA-FSIS

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Room 1175 South Building
Washington, DC 20250
Keith.payne@fsis.usda.gov

Re: Docket No. FSIS-2008-0011 -- Comments on FSIS Federal Register Notice, April 3,
2008 (Volume 73, Number 65) and Public Meeting; “Shiga toxin-producing E. coli.
Addressing the challenges, moving forward with solutions”

Dear Mr. Payne:

These comments are submitted by Danisco USA Inc., in response to the above meeting and to the
request for comments published in the April 3, 2008 Federal Register regarding the meeting and
issues relating to the presence of shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC) in meat and poultry
products. Danisco is commenting to support FSIS’ stated intent to continue to pursue proactive
intervention strategies from “farm to fork™ for improving food safety by reducing the risk of
STEC and other pathogens in meat and poultry products. Further, in pursuing expanded
interventions from the farm to the consumer, we urge that the involved governmental agencies
take steps to better coordinate and consolidate their responsibilities, so that regulatory obstacles
that delay or make difficult the timely development and adoption of effective intervention
technologies are removed.

By way of background, Danisco is a manufacturer of a full array of food ingredients utilized for a
number of technical and functional effects in foods, both general foods regulated by FDA, and
meat and poultry products regulated by FSIS. Danisco products include antimicrobial agents,
binders, enzymes, probiotics, colors, flavors, etc., which are utilized as processing aids, direct and
indirect food ingredients, food contact substances, and for other appropriate food functions.
Specifically, and consistent with its business intent to develop effective strategies to improve food
safety, Danisco and its predecessor companies have been a leader in the research and
development of efficacious antimicrobial agents for use in a broad array of meat and poultry
products and processing.

First, Danisco would like to commend FSIS for holding the meeting and for soliciting input from
industry and the public relating to the causes of foodborne illness, specifically those attributed to
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o coliinclading O1S7:HT and other serotvpes. This aetion is consisiont will previons FSI5
injtiatives to address foodhome siness atrinuted 1o the corsumption of meat and ponliry products
that Jed io establishing eifective inferveniion systems sl as HACCP, SSOPs, pouliny on-hine
reprocessing (nitally developed by a Danisco predecessar company), thy Listeria nile, and other
fmporlsnt reguiaory 1ools v ihis efTore,

Second, we concur with the agency’s presemt foeus on STEC in light of st year's recorden
inerease it STEC-refated Toadbomne flness owbreaks, We do note that the overall sumbor of
such ineadenis 1 Ul smasli and do, thersfire, agree with indusiry concern expressed st e
meeting that yore vears of experiense may be needed fa deierraine i1 the inorease is w roal rend,
or, 1f 1 can he atribuzed 1o inereased sampling, weather, or ather variable condiions,
Cuonseguentdy, we hejieve that colleeting such data wal) e important to 1he agency’™s sialed
consideration of whether an expargion of the adeiterntsd products policy 1o include prirgel wud
ather cots of meat and poullry is warmanicd.

Thirdd, we do strongly support The agencies confinuing isteraat i, and ¢fForts 1o, jdenizly and
adopt ¢leetive intervendion strajegios 1o eliminate angd contrsl the outgrowil of pathogens m
mea!t and ponltry products, especially those ofTorts that focus on she entire suppiy chass Som the
(srn 10 consumer, We bolieve the adoption of preharvest and posthervest intorveniioms hs
conribaed 10 a sipnifican reduction m foodharne liness atteibured 1o meat and ponltyy. Having
a3t that, we krow il mots can be done.

Much hias already been accomplished through the ase of antimicrebial agents and other
mierveniions 10 address (he ssug postharvest. While addittonal postharvest intervenitons sult
need developing, we agree with the conscesus sxpraszed a1 the meeting that more of the focus
and elTort necds 1o un 10 preharvest imervenizons. We, egpecially, see a nead fo reduce
weoing mierobial loads (o the slaughteshouse, o that postharves) interventions are not
averwheimed and can be eflective as iniesded. And, white development of new techoniogics wil
be g masor pars af this eftorg, we believe FRIS should mgure, through enhanced soasumer
adueatios: and labeling clarity. thet there is follow through and underatanding of 1he foed
procuss DY CoNsmers,

ALY

Finaily, as ndustry and (e ggencies move forward, 11 1s our hope St FSIS, FIDA, EPA and apy
other involved agencies with undertake. as a major part of the efforl, ideniifyimg and retsoving
reguiatory batricrs that impede development, testing, approval, and implementation ol ofibat
miersenilons. A consistent, well undersiood, and seamioss rogadetory process does naf prescaliy
exist o effectvely address this maiter (o the farm o the comsamer. White we recnanize b
present siatutory reguirements and ageney responsihilitics play @ vale by this maricr, multpic
agency mvalvement, resiew, and g off can lead fo delays, inhibit industry involvemoent, and
suppress commitment of vestvuress 1o the sssee, which can hamstrng maldng progress in e Gmely
1TIRTRTICT
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I addition o slosey ¢ (‘J()]‘L&'Eiz‘i}il, we wsgd encourage he invelved agencios W ooy
into g memorandam of naderstanding ibas addresses L’é‘.-’.‘?] Aapencies regpomsiliiies
esiablishes a pathragy ot interagency conrdination. and thad provides for o fast rae
appiroval of needed food safery initatves ond intervensian strategies. Suckan 4 *.-*}*h?.{:i's wrid
arcourgue the further developasent of food seifeny solutions Ty providing grearer ia
Slarity fo stakeholders and the goneral public, 1 shonbd also allow the sgenoics o
coordingte respevtive responsibilives, :;ir{:mnﬁme pracedures, ahd complete neeessary roviews i a
wove HNety manticy 16 9 AR PrOCERS.

Eparency and

I s, Danisco conmends FSIS Mor its continmed comgiiment to improving &

Eranizea looks forward o workimg with #8185 and the m'“ﬂ andd poullry ir-\;']*\zc.{‘: L
sffestive mierventions o reduce the meidense of Tood borne tlness,
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Kewin b Giles
Wige President, Regaiatory AdTalys
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