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1 :  Prc-Harvest Footl Sdcty Issucs antl Ji coli0157:H7 

rl'lic North American M c a ~  Processors Association (NAMP) is a non-prolit tradc 
association whose rncmbcrs psoccss and tlistributc meat, poultry, game and seahot1 to tllc 
li)odscnicc indusky. W c  thcrclbrc welcome this opporkmity to comment on the I'rc- 
H m c s t  Footl Safety Issucs involved and to participate in this Food Sdcty and Inspcction 
Service's (FSIS) public meeting to cxplorc both the issucs and tlle opportunities available to 
maximize loot1 salely from the beginning of h e  fann-to-table continuum. 

Our membership comprises a major scgrucrl~ ol'hosc who pcrlbnn tile gincling proccss 
and subscqucn~ distribution of ground beef products to the hotcl, restaurant, antl 
institutional markelplace. Conscqucntly we, and other ground beef processors, arc tlircclly 
allcctctl by the prc-harvcst activities of'livcstock produccrs who are the lirst stcp in tlic 
supply chain chat provitles h e  vital raw malerials used to produce our protlucts. NAMP 
lor many years has suggested the nced to monitor prc-llarvcst contlitions, hut has bccn 
stymied by the vacuuru caused by !lie lack of rcgulatosy authority or the assurnption that 
the science was inadcquatc to do so. 13y now atltlrcssing the Kroli0157:H7 issue froin its 
very inception in the cattle population, as well as at the slaug-hler antl processing lclds, wc 
will close thc loop on a serious public hcallh problcrn that rcquircs absolute cooperation 
m t l  compliance by all segments of industry. 

NAMP mcmbcrs lakc great pridc in tlic production oftlicir protlucts. W c  actively support 
FSIS's mission to provide consumers with a sdc meal and food supply. No one bcnclits 
when consumers buy or arc conccmcd al~out unsafc food. This has again been 
tlranatically brought to our attention by tllc rcccnt 13SE scares in Japan and Canada, as 
well as the latest LcoliO157:H7 protluct recalls ilcrc in the Statcs. Not only liavc tilcsc 
problcrns crcatctl public apprchcnsion antl a public health threat, but in atltlidon tlicy liavc 
caused ~ c \ ~ e r c  economic damage 110th to tlic cornpanics and individuals involvctl, antl to 
tllc crctlibility of' irltlustq and govcmnlcnt alike. 

NAMP proposes a two prongctl approach to this problem. First, wc sugcst that FSIS, a i d  
JSDA, tlcvclop antl institute, with all sectors of tile industry being involvcd, best 

managcmcnt practices for on-fann control of foodboruc pathogens. Sccontlly, if it provcs 
~icccssary Lo irnplcmcnt Lhc above, tllat FSIS, as well as APHIS and Homclantl Security in 
thc intcrcst of food sdcty propose cllangcs in authority willin USDA cithcr by rc~wlatiori 
or by Congressional action that would allow rchwlatosy oversight of on-Far111 activitics. 



Oftcn the concern is raised that tlicrc aren't my provcn n ~ t h o d s  to clirninatc li)otl bornc 
patliogcns, spccilically Ii mfi0157:H7, at Lhc larm level and thcrcfore it would bc 
premature to insist that ccrlain practices 1)c acccptctl and enforcctl by t l~c  Agency. Sinlilarly 
h c  sarnc situation has cxistcd at tlic slaugt~tcrcr and proccssor levels, yet FSIS has 
instituted numerous regulations and guidclincs to help minirriizc Lhc cxistcricc of such 
pathogens. These regulations and guidclincs, including such programs as HACCP, were 
cnlhusiastically irnplcmcntcd by Lhe meat proccssing industry in an e k r t  to do c v c r ~ ~ l ~ i n g  
tliey coultl possibly do to cnsurc a sal'c Sootl supply. As a result LJSDA statislics show that 
this clrort is paying oll'in less reported illncsscs antl fewer peoplc exhibiting hcalth 

>

problcrns due to Sootl borne pathogens. 1hc addition of prc-limcst requircrncnts will add 
a stroug additional weapon to the arsenal of footl s&ty tools antl open die door Lo tlic 
introtluction ofvaccincs, trace back proccdurcs, and othcr means to control or eliminate 
the passage of pathogens from animal Lo liuman bcings. . 

Producers liavc ,arbwed that, aniorig otlicr things, h a t  Ihcy do not want government 
insgcctors on ihc Sarrn. Whctlicr or not that position is rcasoriablc in the light ofttic 
possibilities of terrorism and in the interests 01. Sood salkty is dcbalablc, howcvcr, the 
oversight need not be inspection, but rather ovcrsigl~t fulfilled by vctcririarians or othcr 
qualilictl animrl iicalth cxpcrts cihcr on-farm, in h e  stockyard, or in otlier pre-slauglitcr 
arenas . An added advanlagc of tlic system would be to bring animal health cxpcrts to 
coudcss numbers oSproducers tvho may ncvcr have seen a vctcrinarian. 

As for k i n g  licld rcsponsible ibr a problem, in spitc of all of tlic steps they may lrave taken 
to cnsurc drat pathogen contamination did not occur, NAMP nicmbcrs face that possibility 
cvcry day tlicy arc in operation. This in spitc of tlic fact ha t  the company liatl donc 
cvcqdiing possible to prevent it. In the event ol'a rccall the cstablislimcnt linds itself at 
cconomic risk, yet, the protluccr loscs nothing, antl in fact has 110 accountability 
wlratsocvcr. This situation makes very little scnsc. IStlic goal is lo liavc a sale footl supply 
h e n  tlic problcm must bc arldrcssctl from die beginning to the end ol'tlie proccss. Not 
starting in the mitldlc as is prcscntly donc. 

ISIS currently lists a varicty oI~~nan,agc~ncnt prxticcs on its wcbsitc that lravc sliown to 
liclp rctluce tlic incitlcncc of I,: co/i0157:H7 and .Sdn~onclla, l'licsc range from housing 
practices to Sccd antl water sourccs, antibiotic use and a varicty of other prc-slanglitcr 
treatments that could bc uscd at the prcxnt time on tlic Larm to rctlucc these patliogcns. 
CVliilc rcsearch may bc needcd to devclop and implemcrit otl~cr actions ha t  coultl rctlricc 
tlic incidcncc oftliesc pathogcns even furthcr thcrc is little reason to uot begin to require 
tlic applic~tion of known proccdurcs to help tlic situation at h e  prcscnt tirnc. 

NAMP applauds FSIS lor taking Otis step ton-ads dcveloprnenl o r  on-Carm procctlurcs to 
rctlricc Ii ro/i0157:H7 and otlicr Sootl pathogcns. In summary, we cncouragc FSIS to 
move rapidly in applying what is already known in the area of prc-harvest improvcrncnts. 
Furthcr, we cncourGc FSIS to continuc to rcscarch othcr possible ~nctliods to rcducc h o d  
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pathogens at the Inrrn Ic\,cl, and wc also encourage FSlS lo form a working group with 
other IJSDA agencies, as wcll as tlic Food and Drug Adminiswation and Hotiicland 
Sccurily, in dcvcloping a uniform set of'procctlures and guidclincs that can be 
irnplcrncntcd on the larm to makc our food supply even sdcr than it is totlay. 

Sinccrcly, 

.loscph A. Miller 
l<xccutivc Vice-President 

cc: U o a d  of'Directors 
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