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Cotton Annex

300 12th & C street 3W
Washington, D.C. 20250 03-025IF-218, 03-025IF, David Willman

to Food, Saiety, and Tunspection Service:

As a beet producer here in the Plains, I v:iew the
current mouthing ru:e as confusion {or the pac<ing ‘ndus-

try in deterwiniayg the 30 .onith age lor catite. The way

ft ostands ncw 3 tna e curren. rule w' . De devalu2io

Mo e L ies Lt ;vnntty Jr'nJ a mie oy CVEer adus s Covs

e D0 1oCih .;(u b te .. _ o v in deciding

the 30 month cut off in the age of cattie. THE simple rea-

son 1s not ail cattle age the sare,

T sug;est the Departnent of Agr‘culture keep the finan-
cial burdens of the U.S. Livestock Industry at a minimum.
First, by taking steps to identify a.! canadian cattle residing
in the '1,S_ as BSE is a Canadian probiem Tt s not a U.S
problem. This current mouthing rule should only appiy for
countries that import into the U.S. that do not have any safe-
guards and rules in piace protecting us (rom diseases such
as Bovine spongiform encephalopathy

Canada's probiems were aiso imported- from Great Britain:
a country the United States bans ali imports frow

In closing I suggest the U.S. close its borders on all

imported beef unti. the United States can ascertain ail countries
have safeguards in piace for protection agarnst BSE. The pro-
tection and_integrity of the U.S. Beef Industry should Be First,
and Foremost on the agendd at U.S D.A.

Sincerely yours,
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David Wiliman
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