
Crane, Nancy T J '  

From: Steve Holtzman [sholtzman@icdgroup.com] 

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2002 251 PM 

To: Crane, Nancy T 

Subject: COMMENT ON FDA DRAFT PROPOSAL TO CODEX CCNFSDU ON DIETARY 


SUPPLEMENTS 

TO: BETH YETLEY, FDA C/O NANCY CRANE, FDA 

RE: COMMENT ON FDA DRAFT PROPOSAL TO CODEX CCNFSDU ON DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS 


DEAR DR. YETLEY: 


THE FDA PROPOSED LANGUAGE, ITEM 5 .9 ,  IS AN OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO"MEDICAL1ZE" 

AND RESTRICT SAFE DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS. BY RECOMMENDING THAT "ALL LABELS 

SHOULD BEAR A STATEMENT THAT A SUPPLEMENT SHOULD BE TAKEN ON AN ADVICE OF 

NUTRITIONIST, A DIETICIAN, OR A MEDICAL DOCTOR," THE FDA IS SETTING US UP 

TO "HARMONIZE" WITH RESTRICTIVE INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND IGNORING THE 

FACT THAT IN AMERICA, SUPPLEMENTS ARE CLASSIFIED AS FOODS AND CONSUMERS 

HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE EDUCATED ON THEIR BENEFITS. 


I. THEREFORE, INSIST THAT YOU STRIKE THE ABOVE PROPOSED REVISION IN ITEM 
5.9 AND REPLACE IT WITH THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE " ALL LABELS SHOULD BEAR 
SCIENTIFIC STRUCTURE FUNCTION HEALTH CLAIMS SIMILAR TO THOSE PROVIDED FOR 
UNDER THE AMERICAN DIETARY SUPPLEMENT HEALTH AND EDUCATION ACT OF 1994 TO 
DIRECTLY ASSIST CONSUMERS IN MAKING POSITIVE HEALTH DECISIONS FOR 
THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES AT THE POINT OF SALE"". I DEMAND THE 
DISCONTINUANCE OF ALL ATTEMPTS TO CREATE AN INTERNATIONAL STANDARD FOR 
VITAYINS /LYE MINERALS AT CODEX, SO THAT THIS MATTER MAY BE LEFT UP TO 
NAIIOSAL AUTHOK:TTES TO DECIDE. 

DR. YETLEY, THE FDA LOST THE PEARSON COURT COURT DECISION AN FIRST 

AMENDMENT GROUNDS AND WAS FORCED TO ALLOW HEALTH CLAIMS ON LABELS 

PERTAINING TO FOLIC ACID AND THE PREVENTION OF NEURAL TUBE DEFECTS. THIS IS 

AS IT SHOULD BE. 


AMERICANS DO NOT WANT TO BE RESTRICTED BY INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS FOR 

VITAMINS AND MINERALS AND WE DO NOT WANT YOU TO CONTINUE TRYING TO 

CIRCUMVENT US LAW WHILE YOU ARE IN GERMANY REPRESENTING THE USA AT CODEX 

MEETINGS. 


PLEASE DO NOT VIOLATE THE SPIRIT OF DSHEA IN THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM. 

I AM COPYING THIS LETTER TO MY SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN AND ASKING THEM TO 

OPPOSE ALL EFFORTS TO ERODE THE US SOVEREIGNTY VIA FTAA. WE WILL NOT 

TOLERATE BEING SUBJECTED TO ANYTHING SIMILAR TO EU'S ATTEMPT TO BAN 

CONSUMER ACCESS TO DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS (PEARSON V THOMSON, WWW.EMORD.COM) 


SINCERELY, 

STEVE HOLTZMAN 

110-2- 71 ROAD 

FOREST HILLS, NY 11375 
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