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Fax: (132-2)2962792 
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pages; 

Subject: EC Comments to GISPSINIUSAI435 

Message: 

Dear Madam , 

Having examined the content of 3PS.notification GISPSIUSN435. the European Economic 
Community (EEC) seizes thls .opportunity to provlde comments on the legislative draft inIti?$ve 
notified Thereby. 

Subject to any future comments the EEC Notification Authority would like, as a first reaction, to 
point out the following: 

-	 In notification G/SPS/N/USA1435 the United States of America (USA) announce that all 
regulations applicable for poultry will also be appllcable ,for ratites and squabs, which is in 
agresrnent With the current situation in the EEC.However, a$ far as the Irnport into the USA is 
conoerned, lhi5 rule will create distortions between Member states and generate 8 trade barrier 
for the EEC. Indeed the USA want to inspect all exporung countries to check if their systems 
are equlvalent to the USA. 

- As an SPS equivalence agreement exists bstwaen the EEC and the USA we are of the opinion 
that in this matter the cntire EEC territow should be considered as 9 sintale e*ortr 'nq countrv. 
So,as 3 cansequence. the USA should accept the EEC system for slaughterhouse approval. 
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I 	 In vlew of the above mentioned agreement, it is not acceptable that only a few European 
countries. as specified in the USA notification and in the corresponding pages of the Federal 
Register. could qual@ to export ratikt meat to the  US whereas the same regulations for the 
slaughter of rafites and squabs are applied throughout Europe." 

Again, the EEC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the USA proposal and we are looKing 
forward toyour responses to these initial comments. 

c.c.: 	 M E  P.Testorl Coggi (SANCO) 
Messrs R. Madelin, P. Thompson (TRADE) 
Mrs Mary Revelt (USMission to the EEC - Brussels) 
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WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION 
GISPSINIIiS1V435 
4 M ~ Y2001 
(01-2295) 

Cornmlttee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measurcs Original: English 

NOTIFICATION 

1. 	 Mcmber to Agreemcnt notIQing: UNITEDSTATES 
If npplicable, name of local government involved: 

2. Agcncy responslble: Department ofAbwculture. Food Safety and Inspcction Service 

3. 	 Products covered (providc tnrlrr item number(s) as speciflcd In national schedules 
deposited wlth the WTO; 1CS numbers may be provided In nddltlon, where 
sppllcnblc). Reglons or countrles likely to be affectcd, to the extent relevant or 
practlcable: Ratitcs and squabs 

4. 	 Tltle and number of pnges of the flotlflcd document: Mandatory Inspection of Ratitcs 
ahd Squabs; lntcnm final rule (9 pages) 

5. Dcscrlptinn of content: 'I'hc Food Safety and lnspcction Service (FSIS) 15amending the 
Poultry Produck Inspection Regulations (Part 381) and tlic Voluntary Poultry Inspection 
Rcyulations (Part 362)lo include ralites and squabs under the mandatory poultry products 
inspection regulations. T h e  Agcncy is responding to thc FY 2001 Agriculturc, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration and Rclated Agencies Appropriations Act 
(the Appropriations Act), signed by the President on 28 October 2000, which providcs that 
180 days after the date of its cnaotment, US establishments slaughtering or processing 
ratites or squabs for distribution into commerce as human food will be subject to the 
requirements of Lhe Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), rather than the voluntary
POUILTY inspection programmc under section 203 of the Agrlculhrral Marketing Act of 1946 
( M A ) .  
All countries exporting or wanting to export ratite and squabs products to lhe Wnited States, 
regardless of thcir current cligibility statu.&regarding'meat and poultry product exports to 
thc United States, may do so for thc next 18 months subject to the following. Countries 
already cligible to export poullrj lo the Uniled States will be able to export ratites and 
squabs as soon as thcy certify to FSIS those establishments elisible to export to thc United 
States. These countries are Canada, Isracl, Great Britain, and France. Animal hcdlth 
restrictions continuc to apply so there is no change with regard 10 thc eligibility of specific 
products based on APHIS regulations. Counhics eligible to cnport meal Lo the Uiiircd 
States will bc permitted IO export ratites to the United States provided the animals are 
slaughtered in an establishmetrt certiiicd to export to the Unites States and provided the-
countries submit a request for establishing equivalency. Cmified eshblishments arc 
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required to meet FSIS IIACCP and Pathogen Reduction requiremcnts. 
Counhics no1 eligible to export fircat. orpoulhy to the United States will need to submit a 
requcst lor equivalency and FSIS will necd to make an cquivelency determination 
according to 9 CFR Part 327. As indicated above, howevcr. each country desiring to begin 
or continue exporting such products to the United States will have to apply for an 
equivalence determination of i t s  ratite and squab inspcction system. Countries'racite and 
squab export inspection systems must be found lo be equivalent with thc US domestic 
inspection system within 18 months of the ci'fcctive date of the Agency's new mandatory 
ratite and squab inspcction requirements (26 April 2001). After the 18 month pcriod has 
ended, all shipments ofratites and squabs from eligible countries must he accompanied 
with the appropriate veterinary hcalth cettiflcate (Sec .  381.197) and must be prcsented to 
PSIS for import reinspcction priorro entry (Scc. 381.199). Countries wanting to export 
ratites and squab to the United States should make a mit lcn request LO export poulhy to 
FSIS tlmough the Unircd States Einbasby located in the country. PSIS will conduct both a 
documcnt review and an on-site audit to determine ifthe country operatcs an equivalcnt 
poultry inspection syslcm. 
The provision of the Appropriations Act specifying that ratites and squabs come under the 

Aycncy's mandatory inspection requiremcnts is effective on 26 April 200 I .  Inkrested 

parties may comment on this interim final rule. 


ObJectivcnnd rationale: I X 1 food safety, [ ] n n h d  health, [ I plaht protection, 

[ ] protect humans frum nnlninllplnnt pest or  dlueese, [ 1 prbtect tcrtltory from 

other damage fromi pests 


An lnternatlonnl standnrd, gnldcllne or recomrnendntlon does not exist [ X 1. 

If nn Interuatlonal standard, guldeline or recommenddon erlsts, glve the npproprlnt 

reference and brlcflv Identlfv devlatlons: 


Relevalit documents and lanyagc(s) In wvbleli thew nre available: 66 FR 21631, 

1 May 2001 (Available in English) 


Proposcd date of adoptlon: This interim final nile was effective 26April 2001, 


Proposed date  ofentry Into linrce: This interim filial NIC was effectivu 26 April 2001. 


Flnal date for comments: 2 July 2001 

Agency o t  nuthorlty deslgnnted to handle comment$: Food Safety and Inspection 

Scrvice, USDA [ ] Nntlonal notification nuthority. I 1 Nntlonal enquiry point, or 

address, fax number and E-mail sddrcss (If nvallable) of other body: Detailed 

instruction on where and how to send conitncnrs is in the body o f  the full lcxt - which will 

be sent upon requcsl Lo the address in potayaph 12. 


Texts nvallable from: [ X J Nntlonal iiotiflrntlon authority. [ X I  Nationnl enquiry 

point or address, fax number nnd E-mail address (if available) of other body: 


United States SPS Enquiry PointfNotification Authority 

USDAlFASlFSTSD 

AT":  Carolyn F. Wilson 

Room 5545 South Agriculture Building 

Stop 1027 

I400 Indcnendenee Avemie. S.W. 
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Washington. D.C.20250 

Tel: (202) 720-2239 

Fax: (202) 690-0677 

E-mail: ofsts@fus.usda.gov 
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