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z‘ Tyson lFoods, lie ) )
i P. 0. Box 220 c[))lek())g’rcc');lﬁ Iioark
: Broken Bow, OK 74728

November 9, 2001

SIS Dackel Room, (Docket #01-030N)
U 8. Deparbinent of Agricullure, Yood Safety and Inspeelion Scrvice
. Room 102, Cofton Annex It
300 129 Street W T
5 Wishineton, 1. C., 202503700

Iear Siror Maulun:

This letter 15 in response (o questions posed by USDA in regard to the final rule on
moisiure reteniion jn nreat and poultry products,

Did ]SS alfow sufficicnt time to prepare for implenientation; why or why not?

Indusiry was not given sufficient time. The rule was issucd in two parts; however, the
gaidelines were 1ol published wntil almost hatf the implementation time was expired,
Adlditional time was spent wailing for ano objection letter alter submitting the testing
protocol. Congiderably maore time will be reguired to organize, anatyze, and summarize
the data oblaiid, on the order of one to two months, Seasonal diffcrences affeet
moisiure rotendion; ihis will necessitate collecting data for a year to properly predict
raainlins conleat. Again, this data will have (o be analyzed to delermine the 95%
confidence level required [or packaged product, Existing inventories of packaging
miaterial will hinve Lo be used, and new packaging will have to be ordered. To be sure,
this process will be slowed due to all producers ordering new packaging to meet the
requiromients. Pemporary (stick on, ete.) labeling is not a viable oplion as these labels
wnd o come of (U the packages daring handling and ffeczing.

Would posiponcnient be fuir or unfair to anyone and, if so how?

Fos ‘nmnvm..ut in the only fair way to address this situation, To implement the final rule
o Jumary 9, 2002 would pose an unfair burden on industry. Producers cannot meet the

\ dealing o nrl w;H he foreed to withhold their products from the markel. The economic
im,m:,r to our industry would be devastating. Workers would have to be layed off. Other
iudystries such s teansporiation, advertising, and even government would suffer due 1o

: fost Povenue,. With pouliry produets unavailable to the consumer, the price of other

: proteing would rize and he consumer wonld be foreod to suffer unduc hardship.
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Wordd postponeient affect the consumers and, if so, how?

Consunmers deseive 1o have a cheice in the market place and should not be forced to boar
the bueden ol higher prices and inconveniences just to mect the January 9, 2002 deud
line. The pouly indusiey bas always provided qualily products at a fair value, and
consimers doserve to biave this option. To deny this option would not serve the public
interest and would cerlainly cause more harm than delaying the implementation of the
final rule on nwisiure content.

Wo in he poultry industey fnlly intend lo comply with the rule and provide consumers
wilh information on the moistire content of products they purchase, To do tlus
ucenitalely and effectively will reguire additional time for developing procedures,
coliceting and sualyzing data, onrd obtaining new packaging material. These processes
eun he complicated as the amount of moisture retained in dilferent products vary widcly.
Somic producis, such as whole birds, retain larger amounts of moisture; whercas, other
products retain little ifany, Industry should not be forced to apply the Timits associaled
witli one typo of product (whole birds represent <10% aof all products produced) to all
products. This wounld bave a serions impact on industey and ultimately, the consumer.

W respestully request that the deadline for the {inal 1ule on retained moisture in meat
and poultry produets be postponed.
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