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Janet L Hitt

Pam writing in response to yeur call for comments on regulations to detine what cattis
and beol proaducts can be labeied as "Products of the U577 (Docket #00-0364). | urge
vou to define this categary as only those animals born, raised, and staughtered in the

Uruted States,

If 35 vital that the standard for beef products to qualify tor a "Made in the USA" tabel be
stinple and trathiul, Allowing antmals that are boro in anether country and tive in the
LES. for as bittle as 00 days is not truthful. This kind of loophole creates a label with
much less measning, which does not help American ranchers and farmerns who could wse
it to hetter market their product, it also diminishes the ability of consumers 1o know
where their food Is produced or to choose which products (o buy based on concerns
about safety, environmental, or labor standards in different countries.

As we continue to hear about other countries problems with mead cow disease and foot
and mouth disease, many consumers are starting to think about the origin of their beef
products. To many of us, there is a difference betwesn an anithal that was horn, raised
and slayghtered in the U5, and one that was imported for its last 100 days. Allowing
the 100 day exception to the labeling rules would obscure that difference, and does not
altow consumers to act upon their desive to buy homegrown products.

Fhelieove that most consumers want 1o know where the food they feed their famitles
comes from, and that we hcw@ a vight to know as mruch about our food as we do about
mosh other m; mufa; Lured ;»m ety | urge vou boomake sive that the oriteria for which
heef products gqualify. for the "Broduct of the USA” lahel are strang enaugh to alfow us 1o
do that.

Sincerely.
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Janet L. Hitt
14235 Panhandle Dr
Sugar Land, TX 77478-1463

\.'3 tech 7@ L(O.ﬁﬁoo O
(@31) Y4~ 179¢

http://www citizen.org/cmep/foodsafety/meat/articles.cfm?1D=4962 1/21/2002



	Text1: 00-036A
00-036A-1024
Janet L Hitt


