Corps of Discovery

The challenge of the West beckons Lewis

By Melissa Rinehart, park ranger
Bonneville Lock and Dam

he members of the Corps
of Discovery mmst have
had a general feeling of

anziousness during the month of
March 1805,
preparations for departing Fort
Mandan_ yet stidl the ice chunks
mushed by in the Missoun Rrver
Eartly in the month 16 men estab-
lished a canoe-building camp, wlule

others at the fort were busy twist-

There were many

ing hides into ropes and making
charceal te forge tools for trading
All the while Capt. Clark continued
to develop his maps.

Theweather st did not cooper-
ate with their plans for an early start. B8
Thece were ool  fw days whea the 1= 24747Vt it s o s 39
temperature reached more than 40 de-
grees. Large ice jams contimmed to £l the mver, prohibiting their departure.

The cold weather did allow for continued relations and trading with the area
toibes. They were zble to entertasn Hidatsa Chuef Le Bourgne and offered him 2
medal and a US. flag, among other presents. The chief was known to be powecful
and wolent — and to favor the Botish. On March 9, Capt. Clark, according to hus
journal, spent time m the Mandan Village where he “smoked a pipe, the greatest
mark of friendship and attention with the Chief™

The Corps traded war azes for large quantities of corn, and on March 14 ev-
ery man was hard at work shelling and grinding corn. Mandan and Hidatsa wsrtors

T A watched thus process, fascinated
by the metal corn mill Neigh-
borng tobes continued to vt
tor trading and were aware of
the hnroed preparations talung
| place in the fort.

The exzplorers continmed
to learn more about the day-
to-day lives of area tnbes. Ac-
cording to Clark’s journal, on
| March 6 the fort was “smokey

all Day from the buring of

coniznwed ow pape 5

For more than five mordhs Fort Mardan was the 5 of corsiderable acvity.
Dwring this time, pregarafions were made 1o head west to the Pacific Ocean.

and Clark
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Editor’s Note:
In the Febrary issue of the
Cargs pandent calendar, Sen. Joe

MecCarthey, not Eugene, started the

“red scare” Feb. 9, 1950,
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the plains, which was Set on fire by the Minetarries for
an early crop of Grass as an endusement for the buf-
falow to feed on [puc]”

The tribes also watched the ice-choked river for
buffalo that had broken through and were floating
down stream. Pulling ashore such a heavy, water-
soaked beast must have been qute an accomplish-
ment!

Mid-March 1s also when Charbonnean told the cap-
tains that he would enly continue on the trek if he didn’t
have to share guard duty or do other labor, could have
as big a share of the provisions as he wanted, and could
resign and return home at any tme. Not surprisingly, the
captains told him these conditions were totally nnaccept-
able. They assumed that the Hudsons Bay and North
West trading companses wanted to sabotage their expedi-
ton and secure the Indian trade for themselves, and ac-

tributed Charbonneans ultimatum to thas.
| Charbonneau, hiz wrves and his family moved

outside the fort. A few days later he sent his apologies
Lewis and Clark stayed in quarters ke these at Fort Mandan. The space included a writ- Feir hiis foalisha

ing desk amd fireplace. The expesition leaders were 25 eager as their men {0 kegin their A i
joumey to the Pacific in the spring. The verbal agreement Charbennean had with the

Corps was replaced when he formally signed on as a civilian employee. The future of the journey could have been
very different if Sacagawea had not been along as an ambassador and translator.

Each warm day continued to break up the ice and force it to flow down the nver, which caused high spirits
in those at the fort. They held dances almost every evening and most of the members were in good health.
Although the men probably welcomed stopping for the winter, they were undoubtedly ready to continue their
quest for the Pacific Ocean. Many challenges still lay ahead of them, but by now the team functioned well and
was focused on its goal. It was a goal of such magnitude that the Corps of Dizcovery faced nearly mnsurmount-
able odds, but as 1s often the case, that only increased their anticipation for the next phase of their journey.
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