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March 31, 2003

Ofice of Information and Regul atory Affairs Lorrai ne Hunt
O fice of Managenent and Budget, NEOB

Room 10202, 725 17th Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20503

Dear O fice of Information and Regulatory Affairs Hunt:

THANKS TO THE " UNCONSTI TUTI ONAL" TAX ON 85% OF SOCI AL SECURI TY BENEFI TS
FOR PECPLE WHO ALSO DRAW OTHER | NCOVE OVER A CERTAI N AMOUNT, MOST OF THE

*The "OMB Draft Cuidelines for the Conduct of Regulatory Analysis and the
Format of Accounting Statenents" determnes that saving the Iife of an
el derly person is worth less than saving the life of a younger person.

*As an American citizen who is the grandchild/child/relative of a senior
citizen, |I find that devaluing an elderly person's life is unethical and
unnor al .

*The anal ysis proposes to devalue the life of a human over 70 to 2/3 that
of the rest of the population and | owers the established EPA price tag of
a human life from$6.1 nillion to $3.7 nillion

*This is a mere pretext to cut the value of health and safety standards in
order to protect the industries that stand to gain fromthis Wite House
initiative.

*The OWB's conclusion that the Iives of senior citizens are | ess valuable
rai ses serious ethical and scientific questions.

oIf analysis is fully applied, regulations for air pollution, toxic waste
cl eanup, food |l abeling and other quality of life issues could be weakened
or not even inplenented at all—and our senior citizens will feel the brunt
of it since their health is the nost vulnerable to dirty air and unhealt hy
f ood.

Si ncerely,

Janet Hitt





