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cc:
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St ephani e Mertens, ASC
2 Pioneer Lane
Red Bud, |IL 62278-2640

March 27, 2003

Ofice of Informati on and Regul atory Affairs Lorrai ne Hunt
O fice of Managenent and Budget, NEOB

Room 10202, 725 17th Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20503

Dear Ofice of Information and Regul atory Affairs Hunt:

«The "OMB Draft Cuidelines for the Conduct of Regulatory Analysis and the
Format of Accounting Statenents" determnes that saving the |ife of an
elderly person is worth I ess than saving the life of a younger person.

*As an Anerican citizen who is the grandchild/child/relative of a senior
citizen, |I find that devaluing an elderly person's life is unethical and
unnor al

*The anal ysis proposes to devalue the |ife of a human over 70 to 2/3 that
of the rest of the population and | owers the established EPA price tag of
a human life from$6.1 million to $3.7 million

*The OWB's conclusion that the lives of senior citizens are |ess val uabl e
rai ses serious ethical and scientific questions.

oI f analysis is fully applied, regulations for air pollution, toxic waste

cl eanup, food |labeling and other quality of |life issues could be weakened

or not even inplenented at all—and our senior citizens will feel the brunt
of it since their health is the nost vulnerable to dirty air and unhealt hy
f ood.

Not only senior citizens, but also children will be harnmed by use of this
analysis. Please do not allow this 'two-edged sword" to guide policy in
our country. Thank youl

Si ncerely,

St ephani e Mertens, ASC





