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incidence of Coliform bacterial contamination in water samples
submitted for analysis. The reason for this high occurrence of animal
waste contamination is:

1. High livestock populations with poor or non-existent waste
handling facilities.

2. High human population densities with failing or
non-existent septic systems.

What to Do if Your Drinking Water has been found to have
Coliform Bacterial Contamination

You should first notify your household inhabitants not to drink
the tap water. You must obtain bottled water for consumption, boil
your water prior to consumption, or use bromine or chlorine to kill
harmful bacteria that might be present. All of these solutions are
however, short term. For a long term solution, you must locate the
source on contamination and correct it. Look for septic tank field
lines that could be the source, or animal waste from feed lots,
lagoons, or poultry houses. The only way to provide a permanent
solution is to find the source of contamination and correct it. If you
cannot locate the source, or if you cannot correct the problem, you
will need to re-locate your well or hook up to a community water
system.

Refer to ACRE Fact Sheet Number 20, "Protecting Rural Wells From
Contamination," available at your County Agent’s office, for further
information. This fact sheet explains a procedure to check well
construction for problems that can enhance contamination.


