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grant award document described in
paragraph (a) of this section.

§3403.14 Use of funds; changes.

(a) Delegation of fiscal responsibility.
The grantee may not in whole or in
part delegate or transfer to another
person, institution, or organization the
responsibility for use or expenditure of
grant funds.

(b) Change in project plans. (1) The
permissible changes by the grantee,
principal investigator(s), or other key
project personnel in the approved re-
search project grant shall be limited to
changes in methodology, techniques, or
other aspects of the project to expedite
achievement of the project’s approved
goals. If the grantee and/or the prin-
cipal investigator(s) are uncertain as
to whether a change complies with this
paragraph, the question must be re-
ferred to the Authorized Departmental
Officer (ADO) for a final determina-
tion.

(2) Changes in approved goals, or ob-
jectives, shall be requested by the
grantee and approved in writing by the
ADO prior to effecting such changes. In
no event shall requests for such
changes be approved which are outside
the scope of the original approved
project.

(3) Changes in approved project lead-
ership or the replacement or reassign-
ment of other key project personnel
shall be requested by the grantee and
approved in writing by the ADO prior
to effecting such changes.

(4) Transfers of actual performance of
the substantive programmatic work in
whole or in part and provisions for pay-
ment of funds, whether or not Federal
funds are involved, shall be requested
by the grantee and approved in writing
by the ADO prior to effecting such
transfers.

(c) Changes in project period. The
project period may be extended by the
ADO to complete or fulfill the purposes
of an approved project provided Fed-
eral funds remain. The extension shall
be conditioned upon a prior request by
the grantee and approval in writing by
the ADO. In such cases the extension
will not normally exceed 12 months,
the phase | award will still be limited
to the approved award amount, and the
submission of a Phase Il proposal will
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be delayed by one year. The extension
allows the grantee to continue expend-
ing the remaining Federal funds for the
intended purpose over the extension pe-
riod. In instances where no Federal
funds remain, it is unnecessary to ap-
prove an extension since the purpose of
the extension is to continue using Fed-
eral funds. The grantee may opt to con-
tinue the Phase | project after the
grant’s termination and closeout, how-
ever, the grantee would have to do so
without additional Federal funds. In
the latter case, no communication with
USDA is necessary. However, the max-
imum delay for submission of a Phase
Il proposal remains as specified in
§3403.4(b).

(d) Changes in approved budget.
Changes in an approved budget shall be
requested by the grantee and approved
in writing by the ADO prior to insti-
tuting such changes if the revision
will:

(1) Involve transfers of amounts
budgeted for indirect costs to absorb an
increase in direct costs;

(2) Involve transfers of amounts
budgeted for direct costs to accommo-
date changes in indirect cost rates ne-
gotiated during a budget period and
not approved when a grant was award-
ed,

(3) Result in a need or claim for the
award of additional funds; or

(4) Involve transfers or expenditures
of amounts requiring prior approval as
set forth in the Departmental regula-
tions or in the grant award.

§3403.15 Other Federal statutes and
regulations that apply.

Several other Federal statutes and/or
regulations apply to grant proposals
considered for review or to research
project grants awarded under this part.
These include but are not limited to:

7 CFR Part 1—USDA implementation of
Freedom of Information Act.

7 CFR Part 1c—USDA implementation of the
Federal Policy for the Protection of
Human Subjects;

7 CFR Part 3—USDA implementation of
OMB Circular A-129, Managing Federal
Credit Programs.

7 CFR Part 15, Subpart A—USDA implemen-
tation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended.

7 CFR Part 3015—USDA Uniform Federal As-
sistance Regulations, implementing OMB
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directives where applicable (i.e., Circular
Nos. A-102, A-110, A-87, A-21, and A-122)
and incorporating the Federal Grant and
Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977, Pub. L.
95-224), as well as general policy require-
ments applicable to recipients of Depart-
mental financial assistance.

7 CFR Part 3017, as amended—USDA imple-
mentation of Governmentwide Debarment
and Suspension (Nonprocurement) and
Governmentwide Requirements for Drug-
free Workplace (Grants), as amended.

7 CFR Part 3018—USDA implementation of

New Restrictions on Lobbying. Imposes

new prohibitions and requirements for dis-

closure and certification related to lob-
bying on recipients of Federal contracts,
grants, cooperative agreements, and loans.

CFR Part 3407—CSREES procedures to im-

plement the National Environmental Pol-

icy Act;

CFR Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4—USDA implemen-

tation of the Act of August 24, 1966, Public

Law 89-544, as amended (commonly known

as the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act).

48 CFR Part 31—Contract Cost Principles
and Procedures of the Federal Acquisition
Regulation.

29 U.S.C. 794, section 504—Rehabiliation Act
of 1973, and 7 CFR Part 15B (USDA imple-
mentation of statute), prohibiting dis-
crimination based upon physical or mental
handicap in Federally assisted programs.

35 U.S.C. 200 et seq.—Bayh-Dole Act, control-
ling allocation of rights to inventions
made by employees of small business firms
and domestic nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding universities, in Federally assisted
programs (implementing regulations are
contained in 37 CFR Part 401).

§3403.16 Other conditions.

The Department may, with respect to
any research project grant, impose ad-
ditional conditions prior to or at the
time of any award when, in the Depart-
ment’s judgment, such conditions are
necessary to assure or protect advance-
ment of the approved project, the in-
terests of the public, or the conserva-
tion of grant funds.
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§3404.1 General statement.

This part is issued in accordance
with the regulations of the Secretary
of Agriculture in part 1, subpart A of
this title and appendix A thereto, im-
plementing the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552). The Sec-
retary’s regulations, as implemented
by the regulations in this part, govern
the availability of records of the Coop-
erative State Research, Education, and
Extension Service (CSREES) to the
public.

§3404.2 Public
and indexing.

5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) requires that cer-
tain materials be made available for
public inspection and copying and that
a current index of these materials be
published quarterly or otherwise be
made available. Members of the public
may request access to such materials
maintained by CSREES at the fol-
lowing office: Information Staff, ARS,
REE, USDA, Room 1-2248, Mail Stop
5128, 5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Beltsville,
MD 20705-5128; Telephone (301) 504-1640
or (301) 504-1655; TTY-VOICE (301) 504-
1743. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Information maintained in our elec-
tronic reading room can be accessed at
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/foia/
#Electronic.

inspection, copying,

§3404.3 Requests for records.

Requests for records of CSREES
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(3) shall be made in
accordance with §1.5 of this title and
submitted to the FOIA Coordinator, In-
formation Staff, ARS, REE, USDA,
Room 1-2248, Mail Stop 5128, 5601 Sun-
nyside Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20705-
5128; Telephone (301) 504-1640 or (301)
504-1655; TTY-VOICE (301) 504-1743; Fac-
simile (301) 504-1648; e-mail
vherberger@ars.usda.gov or
shutchison@ars.usda.gov. The FOIA Co-
ordinator is delegated authority to
make determinations regarding such
requests in accordance with §1.3(c) of
this title.

§3404.4 Multitrack processing.

(@) When CSREES has a significant
number of requests, the nature of
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