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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.50 

means of windows, doors, vents, or air 
conditioning and may be ventilated or 
air circulated by means of fans, blow-
ers, or an air conditioning system so as 
to minimize drafts, odors, and moisture 
condensation. Auxiliary ventilation, 
such as exhaust fans and vents or fans 
or blowers or air conditioning shall be 
used for any animal holding area con-
taining live guinea pigs and hamsters 
when the air temperature within such 
animal holding area is 23.9 °C. (75. °F.) 
or higher. The air temperature around 
any live guinea pig or hamster in any 
animal holding area shall not be al-
lowed to fall below 7.2 °C. (45 °F.) nor be 
allowed to exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.) at any 
time. To ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this paragraph, the air 
temperature around any live guinea pig 
or hamster shall be measured and read 
outside the primary enclosure which 
contains such guinea pig or hamster at 
a distance not to exceed .91 meters (3 
feet) from any one of the external walls 
of the primary enclosure and measured 
on a level parallel to the bottom of 
such primary enclosure at a point 
which approximates half the distance 
between the top and bottom of such 
primary enclosure. 

[43 FR 56215, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 55 
FR 28883, July 16, 1990] 

§ 3.41 Handling. 

(a) Any person who is subject to the 
Animal Welfare regulations and who 
moves live guinea pigs or hamsters 
from an animal holding area of a ter-
minal facility to a primary conveyance 
or vice versa shall do so as quickly and 
efficiently as possible. Any person sub-
ject to the Animal Welfare Act and 
holding any live guinea pig or hamster 
in an animal holding area of a terminal 
facility or transporting any live guinea 
pig or hamster to or from a terminal 
facility shall provide the following: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to protect the live guinea pigs 
and hamsters from the direct rays of 
the sun and such live guinea pigs or 
hamsters shall not be subjected to sur-
rounding air temperatures which ex-
ceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.), and which shall be 
measured and read in the manner pre-

scribed § 3.40 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Live 
guinea pigs and hamsters shall be pro-
vided protection to allow them to re-
main dry during rain or snow. 

(3) Shelter from cold weather. Trans-
porting devices shall be covered to pro-
vide protection for live guinea pigs and 
hamsters when the outdoor air tem-
perature falls below 10 °C. (50 °F.), and 
such live guinea pigs and hamsters 
shall not be subjected to surrounding 
air temperatures which fall below 7.2 
°C. (45 °F.), and which shall be meas-
ured and read in the manner prescribed 
in § 3.40 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes. 

(b) Care shall be exercised to avoid 
handling of the primary enclosure in 
such a manner that may cause physical 
or emotional trauma to the live guinea 
pig or hamster contained therein. 

(c) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port any live guinea pig or hamster 
shall not be tossed, dropped, or need-
lessly tilted and shall not be stacked in 
a manner which may reasonably be ex-
pected to result in their falling. 

[43 FR 21163, May 16, 1978, as amended at 43 
FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978; 55 FR 28883, July 16, 
1990] 

Subpart C—Specifications for the 
Humane Handling, Care, 
Treatment and Transportation 
of Rabbits 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

§ 3.50 Facilities, general. 
(a) Structural strength. Indoor and 

outdoor housing facilities for rabbits 
shall be structurally sound and shall be 
maintained in good repair, to protect 
the animals from injury, to contain the 
animals, and to restrict the entrance of 
other animals. 

(b) Water and electric power. Reliable 
and adequate electric power, if re-
quired to comply with other provisions 
of this subpart, and adequate potable 
water shall be available. 

(c) Storage. Supplies of food and bed-
ding shall be stored in facilities which 
adequately protect such supplies 
against infestation or contamination 
by vermin. Refrigeration shall be pro-
vided for supplies of perishable food. 
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