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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.37 

MINIMUM SPACE PER LIVE HAMSTER 

Age 

Dwarf Other 

Square 
centi-

meters 

Square 
inches 

Square 
centi-

meters 

Square 
inches 

Weaning to 5 wks ................................................................................................. 32.2 5.0 45.2 7 
5 to 10 wks ............................................................................................................ 48.3 7.5 71.0 11 
Over 10 wks .......................................................................................................... 58.1 9.0 96.8 15 

(f) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port live guinea pigs or hamsters as 
provided in this section shall have solid 
bottoms to prevent leakage in ship-
ment and shall be cleaned and sanitized 
in a manner prescribed in § 3.31 of the 
standards, if previously used. Such pri-
mary enclosures shall contain clean 
litter of a suitable absorbent material, 
which is safe and nontoxic to the guin-
ea pigs or hamsters, in sufficient quan-
tity to absorb and cover excreta, unless 
the guinea pigs or hamsters are on wire 
or other nonsolid floors. 

(g) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port live guinea pigs or hamsters, ex-
cept where such primary enclosures are 
permanently affixed in the animal 
cargo space of the primary conveyance, 
shall be clearly marked on top and on 
one or more sides with the words ‘‘Live 
Animals’’ in letters not less than 2.5 
centimeters (1 inch) in height, and with 
arrows or other markings, to indicate 
the correct upright position of the con-
tainer. 

(h) Documents accompanying the 
shipment shall be attached in an easily 
accessible manner to the outside of a 
primary enclosure which is part of such 
shipment. 

(i) When a primary enclosure is per-
manently affixed within the animal 
cargo space of the primary conveyance 
so that the front opening is the only 
source of ventilation for such primary 
enclosure, the front opening shall open 
directly to the outside or to an unob-
structed aisle or passageway within the 
primary conveyance. Such front ven-
tilation opening shall be at least 90 
percent of the total surface area of the 
front wall of the primary enclosure and 
covered with bars, wire mesh or 
smooth expanded metal. 

[42 FR 31563, June 21, 1977, as amended at 43 
FR 21163, May 16, 1978; 55 FR 28882, July 16, 
1990] 

§ 3.37 Primary conveyances (motor ve-
hicle, rail, air, and marine). 

(a) The animal cargo space of pri-
mary conveyances used in transporting 
live guinea pigs and hamsters shall be 
designed and constructed to protect 
the health, and ensure the safety and 
comfort of the live guinea pigs and 
hamsters at all times. 

(b) The animal cargo space shall be 
constructed and maintained in a man-
ner to prevent the ingress of engine ex-
haust fumes and gases from the pri-
mary conveyance during transpor-
tation in commerce. 

(c) No live guinea pig or hamster 
shall be placed in an animal cargo 
space that does not have a supply of air 
sufficient for normal breathing for 
each live animal contained therein, 
and the primary enclosures shall be po-
sitioned in the animal cargo space in 
such a manner that each live guinea 
pig or hamster has access to sufficient 
air for normal breathing. 

(d) Primary enclosures shall be posi-
tioned in the primary conveyance in 
such a manner that in an emergency 
the live guinea pigs or hamsters can be 
removed from the primary conveyance 
as soon as possible. 

(e) The interior of the animal cargo 
space shall be kept clean. 

(f) Live guinea pigs and hamsters 
shall not be transported with any ma-
terial, substance (e.g., dry ice) or de-
vice which may reasonably be expected 
to be injurious to the health and well- 
being of the guinea pigs and hamsters 
unless proper precaution is taken to 
prevent such injury. 

(g) The animal cargo space of pri-
mary conveyances used to transport 
guinea pigs or hamsters shall be me-
chanically sound and provide fresh air 
by means of windows, doors, vents, or 
air conditioning so as to minimize 
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drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as 
fans, blowers, or air conditioners, shall 
be used in any cargo space containing 
live guinea pigs or hamsters when the 
ambient temperature in the animal 
cargo space is 75 °F (23.9 °C) or higher. 
The ambient temperature within the 
animal cargo space shall not exceed 85 
°F (29.5 °C) or fall below 45 °F (7.2 °C), 
except that the ambient temperature 
in the cargo space may be below 45 °F 
(7.2 °C) for hamsters if the hamsters are 
accompanied by a certificate of accli-
mation to lower temperatures, as pro-
vided in § 3.35(c) of this part. 

[42 FR 31563, June 21, 1977, as amended at 55 
FR 28882, July 16, 1990] 

§ 3.38 Food and water requirements. 
(a) If live guinea pigs or hamsters are 

to be transported for a period of more 
than 6 hours, the animals shall have 
access to food and water or a type of 
food, which provides the requirements 
for food and water in quantity and 
quality sufficient to satisfy their food 
and water needs, during transit. 

(b) Any dealer, research facility, ex-
hibitor or operator of an auction sale 
offering any live guinea pig or hamster 
to any carrier or intermediate handler 
for transportation, in commerce, shall 
provide an adequate supply of food or 
type of food, which provides the re-
quirements for food and water, within 
the primary enclosure to meet the re-
quirements of this section. 

(c) No carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall accept for transportation, in 
commerce, any live guinea pig or ham-
ster without an adequate supply of food 
or type of food, which provides the re-
quirements for food and water, within 
the primary enclosure to meet the re-
quirements of this section. 

[42 FR 31563, June 21, 1977] 

§ 3.39 Care in transit. 
(a) During surface transportation, it 

shall be the responsibility of the driver 
or other employee to visually observe 
the live guinea pigs or hamsters as fre-
quently as circumstances may dictate, 
but not less than once every 4 hours, to 
assure that they are receiving suffi-
cient air for normal breathing, their 
ambient temperatures are within the 

prescribed limits, all other applicable 
standards are being complied with and 
to determine whether any of the live 
guinea pigs or hamsters are in obvious 
physical distress and to provide any 
needed veterinary care as soon as pos-
sible. When transported by air, live 
guinea pigs and hamsters shall be vis-
ually observed by the carrier as fre-
quently as circumstances may dictate, 
but not less than once every 4 hours, if 
the animal cargo space is accessible 
during flight. If the animal cargo space 
is not accessible during flight, the car-
rier shall visually observe the live 
guinea pigs or hamsters whenever load-
ed and unloaded and whenever the ani-
mal cargo space is otherwise accessible 
to assure that they are receiving suffi-
cient air for normal breathing, their 
ambient temperatures are within the 
prescribed limits, all other applicable 
standards are being complied with and 
to determine whether any such live 
guinea pigs or hamsters are in obvious 
physical distress. The carrier shall pro-
vide any needed veterinary care as 
soon as possible. No guinea pig or ham-
ster in obvious physical distress shall 
be transported in commerce. 

(b) During the course of transpor-
tation, in commerce, live guinea pigs 
or hamsters shall not be removed from 
their primary enclosures unless placed 
in other primary enclosures or facili-
ties conforming to the requirements 
provided in this subpart. 

[42 FR 31563, June 21, 1977] 

§ 3.40 Terminal facilities. 
No person subject to the Animal Wel-

fare regulations shall commingle ship-
ments of live guinea pigs or hamsters 
with inanimate cargo. All animal hold-
ing areas of a terminal facility where 
shipments of live guinea pigs or ham-
sters are maintained shall be cleaned 
and sanitized as prescribed in § 3.31 of 
the standards often enough to prevent 
an accumulation of debris or excreta, 
to minimize vermin infestation, and to 
prevent a disease hazard. An effective 
program for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained for all animal holding 
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining live guinea pigs or hamsters 
shall be provided with fresh air by 
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