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(b) Publications. Recipients shall have 
an acknowledgement of awarding agen-
cy support placed on any publications 
written or published with grant sup-
port and, if feasible, on any publication 
reporting the results of, or describing, 
a grant-supported activity. 

(c) Audiovisuals. Recipients shall have 
an acknowledgement of awarding agen-
cy support placed on any audiovisual 
which is produced with grant support 
and which has a direct production cost 
to the recipient of over $5,000. Unless 
the other provisions of the grant award 
make it apply, this requirement does 
not apply to: 

(1) Audiovisuals produced under man-
datory or formula grants or under sub-
grants. 

(2) Audiovisuals produced as research 
instruments or for documenting experi-
mentation or findings and not intended 
for presentation or distribution to the 
general public. 

(d) Waivers. Awarding agencies may 
waive any requirement of this section. 

§ 3015.201 Use of consultants. 

(a) Definition. Appendix A defines 
‘‘consultant.’’ 

(b) Applicability. This section applies 
only to the use of consultants whose 
fees are supported by a grant, 
subgrant, or cost-type contract. 

(c) Basic policy—(1) Prior approval. 
Awarding agencies shall not require 
prior approval for the use of consult-
ants. 

(2) Exceptions. (i) In unusual cases, 
using a consultant may constitute a 
transfer of substantive programmatic 
work, which requires prior approval 
under discretionary grants. 

(ii) Consulting fees paid by an organi-
zation to its own employees require 
prior approval. 

(d) Use of an organization’s own em-
ployees—(1) Faculty members of education 
institutions. Charges representing extra 
compensation (above base salary) paid 
by an educational institution to a sala-
ried member of its faculty for con-
sulting work are allowable only in un-
usual cases, and only if both of the fol-
lowing conditions exist: 

(i) The consultation is across depart-
mental lines or involves a separate or 
remote operation; and 

(ii) The work performed by the con-
sultant is in addition to his or her reg-
ular departmental load. 

(2) All other cases. In all other cases, 
consulting fees paid in addition to sal-
ary by recipients or cost-type contrac-
tors to people who are also their em-
ployees may be supported by a grant, 
subgrant, or cost-type contract only in 
unusual cases, and only if all of the fol-
lowing three conditions exist: 

(i) The policies of the recipient or 
contractor permit such consulting fee 
payments to its own employees regard-
less of whether Federal grant funds are 
involved; 

(ii) The work involved is clearly out-
side the scope of the person’s salaried 
employment; and 

(iii) It would be inappropriate or not 
feasible to compensate for the addi-
tional work by paying additional sal-
ary to the employee. 

(3) Requirement for approval. Con-
sulting fees paid under this section 
must have a specific prior approval in 
writing from the Head of the recipient 
or contractor or from his or her des-
ignated representative. If the recipient 
or contractor is a government, the ap-
proval may be given by the Head (or a 
designated representative of the Head) 
of the government agency which is pri-
marily responsible for administering or 
carrying out the project or program. If 
the designated representative is per-
sonally involved in the project or pro-
gram under consideration, the approval 
may be given only by the Head. If the 
Head is personally involved in the 
project or program under consider-
ation, prior approval from the award-
ing agency is required. Such prior ap-
proval must include a determination 
that the applicable requirements in 
paragraph (d) (1) or (2) of this section 
are present. 

(e) Documentation standards. (1) 
Charges for consulting payments must 
be supported in the records of the re-
cipient or cost-type contractor by an 
invoice from the consultant and a copy 
of the written report (if a report is ap-
propriate) or other documented evi-
dence of the work performed from the 
consultant. 

(2) If any of the following informa-
tion is not shown on the invoice and/or 
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report from the consultant, the infor-
mation must be shown in a memo-
randum or other document prepared by 
the recipient or contractor for its files, 
or noted in handwriting on the consult-
ant’s invoice by the recipient or con-
tractor. The memorandum, other docu-
ment, or handwritten notation must be 
signed by an official of the recipient or 
contractor and show: 

(i) The name of the consultant; 
(ii) The nature of the services pro-

vided (such as statistical analysis of 
data, participation on project advisory 
committee, or specified medical serv-
ices to eligible beneficiaries); 

(iii) The relevance of the services to 
the project or program, if not apparent 
from the nature of the services; and 

(iv) Whichever of the following is ap-
plicable: 

(A) (If the fee was based on a rate per 
day or hours worked) the rate and the 
dates and/or hours worked; 

(B) (If the fee was based on a rate per 
unit of service provided, such as the 
number of patients examined by a phy-
sician) the rate, the number of units of 
service provided, and the beginning and 
ending dates of the overall period of 
service; or 

(C) (If the fee was determined on 
some other basis) the basis for deter-
mining the fee and the beginning and 
ending dates of the period in which 
services were provided. 

§ 3015.202 Limits on total payments to 
the recipient. 

(a) This section summarizes the four 
most widely applicable limits on the 
total amount of money the recipient is 
entitled to receive from USDA as a re-
sult of a grant. It is permissible for the 
terms of a grant to provide one or more 
additional limits. 

(b) For each grant, the lowest of the 
applicable limits is the one that gov-
erns the final settlement upon expira-
tion or termination of the grant. 

(c) The following two limits apply to 
every grant: 

(1) The amount of Federal funds au-
thorized. 

(2) The Federal share of the allowable 
costs incurred by the recipient. 

(d) Grants that require a specified 
percentage of cost-sharing or matching 

are subject to the limit described in 
Subpart G. 

(e) For each budget period of an in-
crementally funded discretionary 
grant, the Federal share of that peri-
od’s approved budget is a limit. 

§ 3015.203 [Reserved] 

§ 3015.204 Federal Register publica-
tions. 

(a) Program regulations. Most grant 
programs have program-specific regu-
lations, which are published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and codified in the 
Code of Federal Regulations. In some 
cases the program-specific regulations 
are promulgated in the form of agency 
directives or manuals which may be ob-
tained from the awarding agency. 

(b) Program announcements. For each 
program, the awarding agency may 
publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER one 
or more program announcements. Pro-
gram announcements invite applica-
tions for one or more stated program 
objectives. They include at least the 
following information: 

(1) An estimate of how much money 
will be available for competing awards, 
and the expected size of the awards, 
broken down by subprogram or priority 
area when appropriate; 

(2) Who is eligible; 
(3) How to obtain application kits; 
(4) Where to submit applications; and 
(5) The deadline for submitting appli-

cations. 
(c) Cooperative agreements. If any or 

all of the awards are likely to be coop-
erative agreements rather than grants, 
the program announcement so states. 
In that case, if feasible, the program 
announcement also describes the an-
ticipated substantial Federal involve-
ment in performance. (This paragraph 
does not prevent the award of coopera-
tive agreements under a program an-
nouncement that mentioned only 
grants. Nor does it prevent the award 
of grants under a program announce-
ment that mentioned only cooperative 
agreements.) 

(d) Evaluation criteria. The awarding 
agency publishes its criteria for evalu-
ating grant applications either in the 
program regulations or the program 
announcement. If the criteria are not 
all equal in importance, their relative 
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