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may be made, if appropriate to do so 
under the criteria of this section. Oth-
erwise, the application should be re-
turned to the applicant. 

(b) Project solicitations. A project so-
licitation by the awarding agency shall 
include or reference the following, as 
appropriate: 

(1) A description of the eligible ac-
tivities which the awarding agency 
proposes to support and the program 
priorities; 

(2) Eligible applicants; 
(3) The dates and amounts of funds 

expected to be available for awards; 
(4) Evaluation criteria and weights, if 

appropriate, assigned to each; 
(5) Methods for evaluating and rank-

ing applications; 
(6) Name and address where proposals 

should be mailed and submission dead-
line(s); 

(7) Any required forms and how to ob-
tain them; 

(8) Applicable cost principles and ad-
ministrative requirements; 

(9) Type of funding instrument in-
tended to be used (grant or cooperative 
agreement); and 

(10) The Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance number and title. 

(c) Approval of applications. The final 
decision to award is at the discretion of 
the awarding/approving official in each 
agency. The awarding/approving offi-
cial shall consider the ranking, com-
ments, and recommendations from the 
independent review group, and any 
other pertinent information before de-
ciding which applications to approve 
and their order of approval. Any ap-
peals by applicants regarding the 
award decision shall be handled by the 
awarding agency using existing agency 
appeal procedures or good administra-
tive practice and sound business judg-
ment. 

(d) Exceptions. The awarding/approv-
ing official may make a determination 
in writing that competition is not 
deemed appropriate for a particular 
transaction. Such determination shall 
be limited to transactions where it can 
be adequately justified that a non-
competitive award is in the best inter-
est of the Government and necessary to 
the accomplishment of the goals of the 
program. Reasons for considering non-
competitive awards may include, but 

are not necessarily limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Nonmonetary awards of property 
or services; 

(2) Awards of less than $75,000; 
(3) Awards to fund continuing work 

already started under a previous 
award; 

(4) Awards which cannot be delayed 
due to an emergency or a substantial 
danger to health or safety; 

(5) Awards when it is impracticable 
to secure competition; or 

(6) Awards to fund unique and inno-
vative unsolicited applications. 

[51 FR 17172, May 9, 1986] 

Subpart R—Property 

§ 3015.160 Scope and applicability. 
(a) Except as explained in paragraphs 

(c), (d), and (e) of this section, this sub-
part applies to real property, equip-
ment (including ADP) and supplies 
whose acquisition is supported by a 
grant. 

(b) Also contained in this subpart are 
standards covering inventions, patents, 
and copyrights arising out of activities 
supported by a grant. 

(c) This subpart does not apply to: 
(1) Property for which only deprecia-

tion or use allowances are charged; 
(2) Property donated entirely as a 

third party in-kind contribution; or 
(3) Equipment or supplies acquired 

primarily for sale or rental, rather 
than for use. 

(d) This subpart applies to equipment 
or supplies acquired by a contractor 
under a grant or subgrant only if, by 
terms of the contract, title vests in the 
recipient or subrecipient. 

(e) For research grants that are sub-
ject to an institutional cost-sharing 
agreement, real property, equipment, 
and supplies shall be subject to this 
subpart only if at least some part of 
the acquisition cost is supported as a 
direct cost by Federal grant funds. 

§ 3015.161 Additional requirements. 
Provided they observe the require-

ments of this subpart, recipients may 
follow their own property management 
policies and procedures. Unless specifi-
cally required by Federal statutes or 
Executive Orders, awarding agencies 
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may not impose on recipients property 
requirements (including property re-
porting requirements) not authorized 
by this subpart. 

§ 3015.162 Title to real property, equip-
ment and supplies. 

Subject to the obligations and condi-
tions specified in this subpart, title to 
real property, equipment, and supplies 
acquired under a grant or subgrant 
shall vest, upon acquisition, in the re-
cipient or subrecipient, respectively. In 
certain cases, money due the Federal 
government upon disposition of real 
property may be authorized to be used 
for allowable costs rather than paid to 
USDA. (See § 3015.173.) 

§ 3015.163 Real property. 
Except as stated otherwise by Fed-

eral statutes, real property applicable 
to this subpart shall be subject to the 
following requirements, in addition to 
any other requirements imposed by the 
provisions of the grant award: 

(a) Use. The property shall be used 
for the originally authorized purpose as 
long as needed for that purpose. When 
no longer so needed, the awarding 
agency may approve the use of the 
property for other purposes. These uses 
shall be limited to: 

(1) Projects or programs supported by 
other Federal grants or assistance 
agreements. 

(2) Activities not supported by other 
Federal grants or assistance agree-
ments but having purposes consistent 
with those of the legislation under 
which the original grant was made. 

(b) Transfer of title. In accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section, ap-
proval may be requested from the 
awarding agency to transfer title to an 
eligible third party for continued use 
for authorized purposes. If approval is 
permissible under Federal statutes, and 
is given, the terms of the transfer shall 
provide that the transferee shall as-
sume all the rights and obligations of 
the transferor set forth in this subpart 
or in other terms of the grant or 
subgrant. 

(c) Disposition. When the real prop-
erty is no longer to be used as provided 
in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion, the disposition instructions of the 
awarding agency shall be followed. 

Those instructions will provide for one 
of the following alternatives: 

(1) The property shall be sold and the 
Federal government shall have a right 
to an amount computed by multiplying 
the Federal share of the property times 
the proceeds from sale (after deducting 
actual and reasonable selling and fix- 
up expenses, if any, from the sales pro-
ceeds). Proper sales procedures shall be 
followed which provide for competition 
to the extent practicable and result in 
the highest possible return. 

(2) The recipient shall have the op-
tion either of selling the property in 
accordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section or of retaining title. If title is 
retained, the Federal government shall 
have a right to an amount computed by 
multiplying the market value of the 
property by the Federal share of the 
property. 

(3) The recipient shall transfer the 
title to either the Federal government 
or an eligible non-Federal party named 
by the awarding agency. The recipient 
shall be entitled to be paid an amount 
computed by multiplying the market 
value of the property by the non-Fed-
eral share of the property. In cases 
where the property belonged to a sub-
recipient, see § 3015.172 for the sub-
recipient’s share. 

§ 3015.164 Statutory exemptions for 
equipment and supplies. 

(a) In certain circumstances some 
Federal statutes permit title to equip-
ment or supplies acquired with grant 
funds to vest in the recipient without 
further obligation to the Federal gov-
ernment or on such terms and condi-
tions set forth in the grant award, as 
deemed appropriate. The Federal Grant 
and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977, 
Pub. L. 95–224, is an example of such a 
statute. It provides this authority for 
equipment and supplies purchased with 
the funds of grants (and Federal con-
tracts and cooperative agreements) for 
the conduct of basic or applied sci-
entific research at non-profit institu-
tions of higher education or at non- 
profit organizations whose primary 
purpose is the conduct of scientific re-
search. 

(b) If equipment is subject to a stat-
ute of the kind described in paragraph 
(a) of this section, it shall be exempt 
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