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CFR 2.28, unless otherwise noted.

SOURCE: 46 FR 55639, Nov. 10, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

intergovern-
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Subpart A—General

§3015.1 Purpose and scope of this
part.

(a)(1) This part specifies the set of
principles for determining allowable
costs under USDA grants and coopera-
tive agreements to State and local gov-
ernments, universities, non-profit and
for-profit organizations as set forth in
OMB Circulars A-87, A-21, A-122, and 48
CFR 31.2, respectively. This part also
contains the general provisions that
apply to all grants and cooperative
agreements made by USDA.

(2) Additionally, this part establishes
intergovernmental review provisions



§3015.2

required by Executive Order 12372 for
any programs listed in the FEDERAL
REGISTER as covered, and policy on
competition in awarding discretionary
grants and cooperative agreements.

(3) Rules for grants and cooperative
agreements to State and local govern-
ments are found in part 3016 of this
chapter.

(4) Rules for grants and cooperative
agreements to institutions of higher
education, hospitals, and other non-
profit organizations are found in part
3019 of this chapter.

(b) These rules supersede and take
precedence over any individual USDA
agency regulations and directives deal-
ing with the administration of grants
and cooperative agreements to the ex-
tent such regulations and directives
are inconsistent with this part, unless
such inconsistency is based on a statu-
tory provision or an exception has been
obtained from OMB. (See §3015.3.) Defi-
nitions for the terms used in this part
are set forth in Appendix A. Definitions
for the implementation of standard
audit requirements for State and local
governments and Indian Tribal govern-
ments are contained in Subpart I—Au-
dits.

(c) The purpose of this part is to sim-
plify, standardize, and improve the ad-
ministration of USDA grants and coop-
erative agreements.

(d) Responsibility for developing and
interpreting the material for this part
and in keeping it up-to-date is dele-
gated to the Office of the Chief Finan-
cial Officer.

[46 FR 55639, Nov. 10, 1981, as amended at 62
FR 45949, Aug. 29, 1997; 65 FR 49479, Aug. 14,
2000]

§3015.2 Applicability.

(a) Grants and cooperative agreements.
This part applies to USDA grants and
cooperative agreements. For each sub-
stantive provision in this part, either
the words of the provision itself or
other words in the same subpart tell
whether the provision applies to sub-
grants. Exemptions to this part may be
applicable to certain kinds of recipi-
ents. (See paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion.)

(b) Terminology applicable to this part.
This part’s substantive rules are the
same for grants and cooperative agree-
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ments. Many of the rules are also the
same for subgrants. Therefore, certain
simplified terminology is used in the
text. Specifically in all portions of this
part:

(1) Each provision that applies to
grants also applies to cooperative agree-
ments, even though the latter term does
not appear in the provisions.

(2) Each provision that applies to re-
cipients of grants applies to recipients of
cooperative agreements, even though the
latter term does not appear in the pro-
vision.

(3) The term recipient refers equally
to recipients of grants and recipients of
cooperative agreements.

(4) The term awarding agency refers
equally to a USDA agency that awards
a grant and to one that awards a coop-
erative agreement.

(5) The term subgrant refers equally
to certain awards under grants and to
the same kinds of awards under cooper-
ative agreements.

(c) Public institutions of higher edu-
cation and hospitals. Grants, coopera-
tive agreements and subgrants awarded
to institutions of higher education and
hospitals operated by a government are
subject only to the provisions of this
part that apply to non-governmental
organizations.

(d) Recipients to which this part does
not automatically apply. This part does
not automatically apply to the kinds of
recipients listed below unless other
conditions set forth in the grant, coop-
erative agreement, subgrant, or spe-
cific subpart in this part make all or
specified portions apply:

(1) Foreign governments or organiza-
tions,

(2) International organizations, such
as the United Nations,

(3) Agencies or instrumentalities of
the Federal government,

(4) Individuals,

(5) State and local governments, and

(6) Institutions of higher education,
hospitals and other non-profit organi-
zations.

(e) Collaborative arrangements. (1)
Where permitted by the terms of the
award, a recipient may enter into col-
laborative arrangements with other or-
ganizations to jointly carry out activi-
ties with grant or cooperative agree-
ment funds. In this kind of situation,
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