Office of the Secretary, USDA

file an answer shall be deemed an ad-
mission of all allegations of fact in the
notice. Allegations of fact in the notice
not denied or controverted by answer
shall be deemed admitted. Matters in-
tended to be offered as affirmative de-
fenses must be stated as a separate
part of the answer. The answer under
§15.82 shall be filed within 20 days from
the date of service of the notice of
hearing. The answer under §15.83 shall
be filed within 20 days of service of the
notice of opportunity to request a
hearing.

§15.85 Amendment of notice or an-
swer.

The notice of hearing or notice of op-
portunity to request a hearing may be
amended once as a matter of course be-
fore an answer thereto is served, and
each applicant or recipient may amend
his answer once as a matter of course
not later than 10 days before the date
fixed for hearing but in no event later
than 20 days from the date of service of
his original answer. Otherwise a notice
or answer may be amended only by
leave of the hearing officer. An appli-
cant or recipient shall file his answer
to an amended notice within the time
remaining for filing the answer to the
original notice or within 10 days after
service of the amended notice, which-
ever period may be the longer, unless
the hearing officer otherwise orders.

§15.86 Consolidated or joint hearings.

Two or more proceedings against the
same respondent, or against different
respondents in which the same or re-
lated facts are asserted to constitute
noncompliance, may be consolidated
for hearing or decision or both by the
agency head, if he has the principal re-
sponsibility within the Department for
the administration of all the laws ex-
tending the Federal financial assist-
ance involved. If laws administered by
more than one agency head are in-
volved, such officials may by agree-
ment order consolidation for hearing.
The Secretary may order proceedings
in the Department consolidated for
hearing with proceedings in other Fed-
eral Departments or agencies, by
agreement with such other Depart-
ments or agencies. All parties to any
proceeding consolidated subsequently

§15.94

to service of the notice of hearing or
notice of opportunity to request a
hearing shall be promptly served with
notice of such consolidation.

HEARING OFFICER

§15.91 Who presides.

A hearing officer shall preside over
all proceedings held under this part.
The hearing officer shall be a hearing
examiner qualified under section 11 of
the Administrative Procedure Act (5
U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), and designated to
hold hearings under the regulations in
this subpart or any person authorized
to hold a hearing and make a final de-
cision. The hearing officer will serve
until he has made an initial decision,
certified the record to the Secretary,
or made a final decision if so author-
ized.

§15.92 Designation of hearing officer.

Unless otherwise provided by an
order of the Secretary at the time the
notice of alleged noncompliance pro-
vided in §15.81 is filed with the Office of
the Hearing Clerk, the hearing shall be
held before a hearing examiner, who
shall be appointed by the Chief Hearing
Examiner, Office of Hearing Examiners
within five days after the filing of such
notice. Unless otherwise provided, the
hearing examiner shall certify the en-
tire record with his recommended find-
ings and proposed decision to the Sec-
retary for final decision.

§15.93 Time and place of hearing.

When a notice of hearing is sent to
an applicant or recipient, the time and
place of hearing shall be fixed by the
Secretary, and when the applicant or
recipient requests a hearing, the time
and place shall be set by the hearing
officer and in either case in conformity
with §15.9(b). The complainant, if any,
shall be advised of the time and place
of the hearing.

§15.94 Disability of hearing officer.

In the case of death, illness, disquali-
fication, or unavailability of the des-
ignated hearing officer, another hear-
ing officer may be designated by the
Secretary to take his place. If such
death, illness, disqualification or un-
availability occurs during the course of
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