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CSREES National Water Program

Regional  Water 
Resource Projects
(Statewide - Regional Scale)

National Water 
Resource Projects

(Multi-Regional or National Scale)

Watershed Scale 
Projects

(Integrated Research, Education, and 
Extension Projects
Extension-Education Projects
National Research Initiative Projects)



www.usawaterquality.org

Regional Projects: “The Backbone”

http://www.usawaterquality.org/


Focus on Regional Outcomes

Continued performance
High quality programs
Meeting the needs of regional 
stakeholders/audiences

Customers – who pays (CSREES and other 
partners)
Consumers – who uses regional products
Constituents – who cares about regional 
programs



National Water Resource 
Projects

Two areas of emphasis
Effects of biofuels on water
Use of recycled water in 
agriculture



Watershed Scale Projects

Three project types
Integrated REE, Extension, Education (new)

Two priorities
Conserving water in agricultural, rural, and 
urbanizing watersheds
Increasing effectiveness of conservation



Conservation Effects 
Assessment Project (CEAP)

Partnership with NRCS
13 Watershed projects
2 CEAP Synthesis projects

Symposium on Thursday



Looking Ahead

What are the critical challenges we 
face?





Response to Drought

Initiate a Southern Region Multi-State 
Committee on Drought (Hatch)
Accelerate use of recycled water in 
agriculture



2004
2005
2006

13  CEAP Watershed Projects 
(shown in Major Land Resource Areas)



Grazing Lands CEAP 
Watersheds

FY 2008 CEAP Grazing Lands Watersheds
Fund three watershed scale projects in major 
grazing area region (for each of the next 2-3 
years)

Focus on NRCS grazing conservation practices (e.g., 
prescribed burning, grazing management, invasive 
species management)
Follow the template from the previous 13 watersheds:

Include social and economic analyses
Research and outreach focus



Grazing Lands Watersheds: 
Key Questions

What do we know 
about the impact on the 
hydrologic cycle from 
conservation practices 
on grazing lands?

What do we know 
about the impact of 
grazing practices on 
watershed health?

soil quality, 
plant communities 
and dynamics, 
impacts on 
ecosystem services at 
the landscape scale



Thank You
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