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d‘_‘*s .- enaes producer groups.and prl\Tate'fg;hnlcal service providers, and non-profit organizations
adﬂfg}ﬁmportant water quality issues facm F communities today. These issues include reducing

g ';rumﬁe.f of |mpa|red water bodles throu.g_ watershed planning, Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs),
] quaf'ty, and hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico.
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. reat Lakes Reglonal Water Quallty Progfjam bunlds on the strengths of the University Extension-and Land Grant
" ve grams that improve water quallty management through research, outreach, and educational expertise: The six Great Lakes Region
pondlng to EPA’s Region'5) and universities are: University of lllinois, Purdue University in Indiana, Ohio State University, University of
- Mlnnesota University of Wisconsin and Michigan State University.

Goals of the Great-Lakes Regional Coordination project:
e Increase coordination and collaboration across states in.the region;

The

national
water quality
program

of CSREES (Cooperative State Prog ress & Successes

Research, Education, and Extension

Service) has a Regional Coordination Internal Communication & Capacity Building

component that seeks to ensure the e Extension State Water Quality Coordinators in the Great Lakes Region have formed a Leadership Team. They
Iz eiiein cif wizifer gLeldsy ot meet and communicate regularly to set regional water quality programming priorities and share the perspectives

within the jurisdiction of each of the ten of their state constituencies and respective Land Grant institutions.
regions established by the U.S. Environmen-

tal Protection Agency (EPA). The Regional e Results of a strategic planning session with a broader group of stakeholders are providing guidance to the
Coordination Programs are designed to Team and advisory Theme Teams that address the Region’s four priority Themes. Advisory Teams are also
make research, education, and Extension being developed for specific projects.including a regional stormwater management initiative and a training
resources of the university system more curriculum for professional conservation planners.
accessible to federal, state and local water

quality improvement efforts. The National External Communication & Capacity Building

mt: %‘i‘:teympgggram THT * Joint listening sessions have been held with EPA and NRCS regional staff to enhance communication among
9 : oaw% the Regional Water Quality Leadership Team and agency staff, collaborate on evaluation of water quality outreach
M -.gsms= and practice implementation, and work jointly on publications and professional development programs.
Drinking Water and Human
Health 'e
Environmental Restoration

e Leverage University Extension and research resources across the region to address high-priority water quality issues;

e Strengthen regional relationships with federal and state agencies, producer groups and private technical service providers, and
non-profit organizations and offer these groups a user-friendly access point to Extension and Land Grant University resources.

Animal Waste Management

¢ A Regional Water Quality Liaison converses and exchanges information regularly with agency staff and others I
X et ] 4 " ’)
e G Y A D engaged in water quality improvement efforts in the region. /,“(, ;‘/’/’lj/ //‘/

Pollution Assessment and * A regional website provides information about Team activities and useful links to other water quality-related efforts.
Prevention

Watershed Management e Over $6 million has been leveraged from participating Land Grant Universities, agency partners, and other ] . .
Water Conservation and organizations through activities of the Regional Water Quality Leadership Team and the Great Lakes Regional project The Great Lakes Reglonal Water Quallty Leadershlp Team

fﬂga';;“g'te‘:;ae'n‘f’a‘ef benefiting participating partners and building the visibility and reputation of CSREES water quality programs. focuses its efforts on those issues that cut across states
Water Policy and in the region and are common to most state water
quality Extension programs.
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[@ vovessiry o wsoss  gem pavdedoe to Go E tens uw o , 2 , The four focus areas above are derived from the eight e
I : .TENSION i, A2 Exten;:n -‘ ' H EXTE"S’O" %;(HEE?\FI‘\SBIGT\} National CSREES Water Quality Program themes.
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