Distribution: V

weed found wc loh
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escription: Water lettuce is distinctiv
almost impossible to mistake, as it looks
“wrm ; an open head of lettuce. @'ﬂu E
WATER LETTUCE light green hairy leaves with parallel r
ALIAS: PISTIA STT{ATW)TZ@’ (leaf veins), grouped in a rosette. It drav
nourishment from the water
short bunch of feathery ro
It reproduces both by seed, and vegetative

with daughter plants connected to mo
plants by short stolons.

mpacts to Aquatic Ecosystem: I o f’ 4
ater lettuce can form dense carpets of vegetation on the water surface blocking s 4
eaching submerged plants and reducing the oxygen exchange at the water’s surface

row to form surface mats impenetrable to boats, swimmers and waterfowl.

M eans of Introduction: Pistia stratiotes continues to be sold through aquarium and pong' §
§ upply dealers, both online and in retail garden centers. New introductions are probably

result of improper disposal of ornamental pond plants or waters, or when ponds adjacent to local
water bodies overflow with winter rains. Because the stolons are long and produce viable
vegetative daughter plants, this plant may also arrive in new locations by hitchhiking on boat
trailers or other gear.

Status in Maryland: Currently found in
Mattawoman Creek, a large Potomac River
tributary in Charles County.

~ Legal Standing: There are currently no
laws prohibiting the sale or distribution
~ of water lettuce in MD.

For a one page informational brochure available for distribution, visit
http://www.dnr .state.md.us/invasives/WaterL ettuce Poster.pdf
)/
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