
e "  

REDWING AUTUMN OLIVE (Elaeagnus umbellata) 
For Wildl i fe ,  Border Plant ings and Farmstead Windbreaks 

in  t h e  Midwest 
1 -. 

Descri t ion: Redwing autumn o l ive  (Elaeagnus 
umbellata --+ has been released by the Ecological 
Sciences Divis ion of the  S o i l  Conservation 
Service as an improved v a r i e t y  of autumn 
olive. Redwing attains a height and crown 
width of 10 t o  15 f ee t .  It was se lec ted  from 
its parent va r i e ty ,  Cardinal,  f o r  i ts  ea r ly  
maturing, l a r g e r  and d e f i n i t e l y  sweeter 
f r u i t .  The f r u i t  matures as many as 20 days 
earlier than o ther  v a r i e t i e s .  It a l s o  has 
l a r g e r ,  darker green leaves than e i t h e t  
Cardinal o r  Elsberry autumn o l ive .  
produces p a l e  yellow flowers from mid-May t o  
e a r l y  June. The f r u i t  i s  r e t a ined  u n t i l  l a t e  
winter. 

Conservation Use: Redwing is  i d e a l  fo r  screen 
o r  border plant ings and w i l d l i f e  food and cov- 
er. 
breaks o r  s h e l t e r b e l t s .  Songbirds and upland 
game b i rds  are a t t r a c t e d  t o  the f r u i t  from 
r ipening time in September u n t i l  l a t e  winter.  

Redwing 

It may a l s o  be used i n  farmstead wind- 

- Si t e :  
It usua l ly  f a i l s  on very shallow, poorly drained o r  excessively w e t  so i l s .  
highly f e r t i l e  s o i l  is not required. pH may range from moderately ac id  t o  
moderately a lka l ine .  
f u l l  sun. 

Redwing autumn o l ive  grows w e l l  on coarse textured,  w e l l  drained s o i l s .  
G 

It is  to l e ran t  of some shade, but produces more f r u i t  i n  

S i t e  Preparation: 
used. Approved herbicides may a l s o  be used f o r  perennidlweed and grass  con- 
t r o l .  
l e a s t  one foot  across.  

P repa re  s i t e  by plowing o r  disking i f  equipment can be 

Minimum s o i l  preparat ion should cons i s t  of scalping sod of f  an area a t  

Date of Plant ing:  
ground. 

P lan t  i n  e a r l y  spring,  as soon as the f r o s t  i s  out of the 

Plant ing Method: 
planted i n  rows where equipment can be used, allow enough room t o  mow o r  
c u l t i v a t e  f o r  weed control .  A 6 foot  spacing is suggested f o r  windbreaks and 
border plant ings.  
plant ings.  

Management: 
growth. Control weeds the f i r s t  year by cu l t i va t ion .  Once Redwing is estab- 
l i shed ,  use approved herbicides 'Tor e f f e c t i v e  weed control .  
c ides  a r e  used be su re  t o  follow the  manufacturer's d i r ec t ions  ca re fu l ly .  

Plants  may be planted by hand o r  with a tree p lan ter .  I f  

An 8x10 to  10x10 foot  spacing is recommended f o r  clump 

Weed cont ro l  is necessary for  good establishment and uniform 

Whenever herbi-  

Nursery Propagation: Seedlings a r e  e a s i l y  grown from cleaned seed o r  f r e sh ly  
co l lec ted  f r u i t  sown i n  nursery beds i n  l a t e  October. There a r e  about 22,000 
seeds p e r  pound which should produce about 5,000 useable p lan ts .  
production follow normal nursery operat ing procedures. 

For seedl ing 
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