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CHARACTERISTICS OF BIRTHS

Linda Querec, M.A., and Ernell Spratley, Division of Vital Statistics

INTRODUCTION

This report describes important character-
istics of births occurring in the United States.
Much of the analysis was completed before 1974
and 1975 data became available. Therefore, data
for 1974 and 1975 are included in the next sec-
tion, “Summary of Principal Findings,” and
throughout the remainder of the report when-
ever trends are discussed. The major data in this
report, however, concern the characteristics of
births occurring in 1973.

Birth statistics presented in this report are
based on information obtained from the certif-
icates of live birth filed throughout the United
States. Data for a number of the characteristics—
educational attainment of parents, interval since

last live birth, interval since termination of last .

pregnancy, outcome of last pregnancy, legiti-
macy status, month of pregnancy prenatal care
began, number of prenatal visits, and period of
gestation—are based on items that are not re-
ported on the birth certificates of all States.
Because data on these characteristics are based
only on information for residents of reporting
States, caution should be used in extrapolating
these statistics for the United States as a whole.?
Moreover, there may be variations in a particular
statistic from one table to the next, depending
on the number of States in the reporting area for
which the statistic is computed. For example,
the incidence of low birth weight (2,500 grams

aAlthough legitimacy status was not reported on the
birth certificates for all States, national estimates of il-
legitimate births have been prepared on the basis of data
for the reporting States.

or less) was 7.6 percent for the entire United
States in 1973. The incidence was 7.3 percent
for the 41 areas which reported information
from which the interval since the last live birth
was derived, and 7.5 percent for the 43 areas
which veported month of pregnancy prenatal
care began. Table I in the appendix shows the
reporting areas for each of the characteristics
not reported by all States.

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL FINDINGS

In areas reporting education, the majority of
births occurred to mothers who had at least a
high school education. In 1973, these were 69.4
percent of all births; by 1975 this proportion in-
creased to 71.4 percent. Infants born to mothers
with less than 12 years of schooling were more
likely to be of low birth weight (2,500 grams or
less) and to be premature (less than 37 weeks of
gestation) than were infants bom to mothers
with more education. Moreover, these less edu-
cated mothers were less likely to receive pre-
natal care early in pregnancy and were more
likely to have an illegitimate birth than their
better educated counterparts.

The median birth weight for all infants
born in 1975 was 3,320 grams, or 7 pounds, 5
ounces. Seven percent of all newborms were of
low birth weight—that is, they weighed 2,500
grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces) or less. The median
birth weight of black infants was somewhat
lower than that of white infants, reflecting a
considerably higher incidence of low birth
weight among black infants than among white
infants—13.1 percent compared with 6.3 percent



in 1975. Failure by some investigators to elimin-
ate the large racial differential after accounting
for differences in maternal characteristics and
other factors known to be associated with low
birth weight suggests that genetic as well as en-
vironmental factors may be affecting the ob-
served differences.

Premature births (born before 37 weeks of
gestation) comprised 9.2 percent of all live
births in reporting areas in 1973. There was a
large racial differential: 16.7 percent of black
babies compared with 7.7 percent of white
babies were classified as premature. In 1975, 8.9
percent of all live births were premature, and
most of the decline was among black infants.

In 1973, among States that reported the
month of pregnancy prenatal care began, nearly
71 percent of all births were to mothers who
started care during the first 3 months of preg-
nancy and only 1.5 percent of all births were to
mothers who received no care; there was little
change in these figures between 1973 and 1975.
For all mothers who received care and resided
in areas reporting this item, the median number
of prenatal visits per birth was 10.6. The com-
parable numbers for white and black births were
10.9 and 8.6 visits, respectively. By 1975, the
median number of prenatal visits had increased
to 10.8, and there was a larger increase for black
than for white births.

The sex ratio at birth varies little from year
to year; it was 1,054 male births per 1,000 fe-
male births in 1975.

Almost all (99 percent) infants born in the
United States during 1975 were classified as
having been delivered by physicians in hospitals.
The gap between the proportion of white births
and black births occurring in hospitals continued
to narrow in 1975—98.9 percent of white babies
compared with 98.0 percent of black babies.

In 1973, of 57,721 live births that occurred
in plural deliveries, the overwhelming majority
were twin deliveries. The multiple birth ratio
was 18.4 live births in multiple deliveries per
1,000 total live births. The ratio was 22.2 for
black births compared with 17.7 for white
births. In 1975 these ratios were slightly higher
(19.2 for all live births).

For all second and higher order births to
residents of States reporting the date of last

live birth, the mean interval since the last live
birth was 43.3 months in 1973. The mean in-
terval since termination of the last pregnancy for
all births resulting from second and higher order
pregnancies was 40.4 months. This interval was
approximately 1} years longer when the last
pregnancy ended in a live birth than when it
ended in a fetal death. By 1975, the interval
since last live birth had increased to 44.6 months
and the interval since termination of last preg-
nancy had increased to 41.4 months.

The estimated illegitimacy rate was 24.8
illegitimate births per 1,000 unmarried women
aged 15-44 years in 1975, a decline from the
rate of 26.4 in 1970. In spite of the decline in
the rate, the illegitimacy ratio had increased
from 106.9 to 142.5 illegitimate births per
1,000 total live births between 1970 and 1975,
a result of both the decrease in marital fertility
and the increase in the number of unmarried
women.

EDUCATION

The educational attainment of both parents
was first tabulated in 1969. It is defined as the
number of years of school completed in public
or accredited private or parochial schools and is
useful as a measure of socioeconomic status. The
1973 data presented in this report were obtained
from 41 States and the District of Columbia.

Education of Mother

The proportion of births whose mothers
completed 12 or more years of school by age of
mother, live-birth order, and race is shown in
table 1. Mothers aged 15-19 years were more
likely to have less than 12 years of education
since most 15- and 16-year-olds have not yet
completed high school. Of all births to mothers
in this age group, 19 percent were to 15- and 16-
year-old mothers who would very likely not yet
have had the opportunity to complete high
school. The proportion of births to mothers
completing high school rose with age to a peak
of 82.8 percent for the 25-29-year age group and
then declined to 58.9 percent for the oldest age
group. Similar age patterns were found for
both race groups. The percent of births to



nothers completing at least 12 years of school
vas higher among white births than among black
sirths for each age-of-mother group. The racial
lifferential was not as great among younger
~omen as among older women. For the 20-24-
sear age group, the proportion of births to
nothers who had completed 12 or more years
>f school was 19 percent higher among whites
than among blacks. This differential increased
with age to 77 percent for women aged 40 years
and over.

For each age-of-mother group the propor-
tion of births to mothers with 12 or more years
of school tended to be inversely related to birth
order. For all ages combined, however, this pro-
portion increased from 70.7 percent among first
births to 76.1 percent among second births, a
result of the fact that the distribution of births
by age is not the same for all birth-order groups.
For example, more than a third of first births
are to mothers aged 15-19 years, but only a
tenth of second births are to mothers in this
age group.

Between 1973 and 1975, the percent of all
births whose mothers had completed at least 12
years of school increased from 69.4 to 71.4 per-
cent, reflecting an increase for both racial
groups.

The use of educational attainment of mother
as a measure of socioeconomic status in relation
to birth weight, period of gestation, prenatal
care, interval since last live birth, and illegiti-
macy are found in sections that follow.

Education of Father

Table 2 shows the percent distribution of
live births by educational attainment of father,
age of father, and race. Among all births, 75.9
percent were born to fathers with at least a high
school education. The age pattern of this pro-
portion was identical to that for mothers.

A larger proportion of white than black in-
fants were born to fathers with at least a high
school education (77.5 percent and 64.1 percent,
respectively). This was true for every age-of-
father category except that of 15-19 years where
the proportion was identical (48.6 percent) for
both white and black births. The racial differ-
ential was greatest among infants born to older
fathers.

A comparison with educational attainment
of mother (table 3) shows that a greater propor-
tion of fathers than of mothers had completed
at least 12 years of schooling. Although the pro-
portion who had completed just 12 years of
school was greater for mothers than for fathers,
this was more than offset by a much larger pro-
portion of fathers than mothers who had com-
pleted 16 or more years of school.

BIRTH WEIGHT

An infant’s weight at birth has long been re-
garded as an indicator of his potential for sur-
vival and future growth. The greatest risks of
mortality and morbidity exist for those babies
who are of low birth weight. In 1975, 7.4 per-
cent of all infants born were in this category.

Low birth weight is a function of intra-
uterine growth retardation as well as duration
of pregnancy. Statistics discussed in this section
make no distinction between low-birth-weight
infants who were born at term and those who
were born prematurely (before 37 weeks of
gestation). However, it has been pointed out
that with regard to postnatal care for the infant,
the distinction is of paramount importance,
since the care appropriate for low-birth-weight
infants who are premature may be inappropri-
ate or even contraindicated for the full-term
low-birth-weight infant.! Birth weight as it re-
lates to duration of pregnancy is discussed at
greater length in the section, “Period of Gesta-
tion,”” which follows.

Substantial differences between infants of
the two major racial groups in weight at birth
are well recognized. The median weight for
black infants was 220 grams or about 8 ounces
below the median weight for white infants in
1975 (table 4). Concomitantly, there was a con-
siderably higher incidence of low birth weight
among black infants than among white infants
(13.1 percent compared with 6.3 percent) in
1975,

Some investigators have noted the persist-
ence of this racial differential even after adjust-
ments have been made for differences in such
maternal characteristics as age and parity, socio-
economic status, cigarette smoking,2 and pre-
pregnant weight.® Failure to eliminate the



Tabie A. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less by age of mother and live-birth order: United States, 1973
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racial difference after accounting for these
factors known to be associated with birth-
weight differences suggests that genetic as well
as environmental factors may be affecting the
observed differences.

Information from a national study of
matched birth and infant death certificates for
the 1960 birth cohort shows that in each birth-
weight category below 2,001 grams white babies
have higher neonatal death rates than do babies
of all other races.#:® This survival advantage at
lower birth weights supports the hypothesis that
infants of other races mature more rapidly at
these lower weights than do white infants. (See
the section, ‘‘Period of Gestation” for further
discussion of this hypothesis.) It appears that
the average birth weight of infants of races other
than white may be intrinsically lower than that
of white infants, but a lower average birth
weight involves less risk for all other infants.

Still, among white and all other infants alike,
death rates are higher among those with low
birth weight than among heavier babies. At the
same time, many more infants of races other
than white are in the lighter categories. There-
fore, as a population, all other infants are sub-
ject to higher average death rates. It has been
shown that elimination of the effects of birth-
weight distribution differences between white

bAs used throughout this report the term “all other”
refers to the combined grouping of all races other than
white.

and all other births reduces much of the overall
observed mortality differential. 46

There were no striking changes in the pro-
portion of low-birth-weight infants in the period
from 1960 to 1975. This proportion increased
from 7.7 percent in 1960 to a high of 8.3 dur-
ing the mid-1960°s and has since declined to a
level close to that of 1960 (7.4 percent in 1975).
The patterns of change in the level of low birth
weight among white and all other births during
this time were similar to that for total births.

Weight-at-birth data for black infants, avail-
able since 1969, have generally approximated
the levels observed for all other infants. In gen-
eral, the incidence of low birth weight for black
births is slightly higher than that for all other
births. This is reflected in a somewhat lower
median birth weight for black infants.

Table 4 shows that there is a substantial dif-
ference in weight at birth according to the sex
of the child. Regardless of race, the median
weight of male infants is higher than that of
female infants. However, the median_ birth
weight for white females is higher than that
of black infants of either sex.

Maternal age and live-birth order also are as-
sociated with variations in birth weight. The in-
cidence of low birth weight is greatest among
mothers under 20 years of age, and to a lesser
extent among mothers in the later reproductive
years. Variations in the incidence of low birth
weight by age of mother are also related to the
birth-order distribution within each age group.
As can be seen from table A, high-order births



to young mothers and low-order births to older
mothers are subject to the highest incidences of
low birth weight. Birth weights are generally
most favorable when age of mother and birth
order are highly correlated.

Over the years, place of residence has per-
sisted as a factor in variations in the levels of
low birth weight. Table 5 shows that the highest
levels of low birth weight occurred among babies
born to mothers residing in urban places with
populations of 10,000 or more within metro-
politan counties, while the lowest levels were
among infants born to mothers residing in the
balance of these counties. This pattern holds for
all other births during recent years and for white
births in all years except 1975 when the percent
of low birth weight was higher in urban areas of
nonmetropolitan counties. However, for the ear-
lier years, the lowest incidence of low birth
weight among the all other group was for infants
born to mothers residing in the balance of non-
metropolitan counties. In attempting to interpret
these statistics, it must be noted that a substan-
tial proportion of all other births in the balance
of nonmetropolitan counties during the early to
mid-1960’s occurred outside of hospitals and,
therefore, probably lacked the more precise
measuring and reporting procedures available in
hospitals.

Education of Mother

The proportion of low-birth-weight infants
among those born to mothers with less than 12
years of education was 61 percent higher than
the comparable proportion among infants born
to mothers with 12 or more years of schooling
in 1973 (table 6). In general, for each age-of-
mother group (with the exception of those at
the extremes of the childbearing ages) the pro-
portion of low birth weight declined as educa-
tional attainment levels rose.

Among white births it can be seen that by
age of mother the levels were 29 to 56 percent
higher among mothers who were not high school
graduates than among mothers with more educa-
tion. Differences by educational attainment
were not as great for black births where, with
the exception of the 45-49-year age group, the
levels of low birth weight were 6 to 25 percent
higher among births to mothers who had less
than 12 years of schooling.

Although an increase in educational attain-
ment was generally accompanied by a decline in
the proportion of low birth weight among white
as well as black babies, the racial differential in
these proportions generally widened as educa-
tional attainment increased for both racial
groups (table 6). This indicates that increased
educational attainment is a more important
factor in the reduction of low birth weight
among white than among black babies. For
births to mothers with less than 12 years of
school, the level was 70 percent higher for black
babies than for white babies (14.8 compared
with 8.7 percent). Among births to mothers who
were at least high school graduates, the differ-
ence was greater (the proportion among black
births was 111 percent higher than among white
births—11.8 compared with 5.6 percent).

The relationship between birth weight and
factors such as interval and outcome of last
pregnancy, legitimacy status, period of gesta-
tion, plurality, and prenatal care are discussed
in subsequent sections of this report.

PERIOD OF GESTATION

Period of gestation was determined from the
date of the mother’slast normal menstrual period
(LMP) as reported in 40 States and the District
of Columbia in 1973. The remaining States re-
ported gestation in terms of weeks or months,
as determined by the physician’s estimate of
length of pregnancy. The result of this latter
method is often a substantial heaping at 40
weeks of gestation due to the tendency to as-
sume that an infant of normal size has had a
gestation period of 40 weeks. The gestation
data presented in this report are based entirely
on data from the LMP reporting areas since
these are assumed to be the more accurate gesta-
tion data.

From the percent distribution of births
shown in table B, it can be seen that a very
large majority of births occurred between 37
and 42 weeks of gestation. The proportion of
births classified as premature (born before 37
weeks of gestation) was more than 2 times as
great for black infants (16.7 percent) as for
white infants (7.7 percent).

The incidence of prematurity was highest
among infants born to mothers under 15 years



Table B. Percent distribution of live births by period of gesta- mother is seen for both major race groups (figure
tion and race: total of 40 reporting States and the District 1) The proportion of births that were classi-
of Columbia, 1973 LV .
. fied as premature was higher among black than
[See Technical Notes] . . >
among white births for all age-of-mother groups.
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Figure 1. Percent of live births premature by age of mother and race: total of 40 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973
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Figure 2. Median birth weight by period of gestation and race:
total of 40 reporting States and the District of Columbia,
1973

gestation intervals the black fetus matures more
rapidly.”

Between 1973 and 1975, there was a de-
cline in the percent of births that were pre-
mature, from 9.2 to 8.9 percent. Although most
of this was due to the decline in prematurity
among black births, the large racial difference re-
mained.

Education of Mother

As shown in table C, premature births were
more likely to occur to mothers with fewer
years of education than to mothers who had
completed 12 or more years of education. A pre-
mature birth was more than twice as likely to
occur to a mother who had less than a high
school education than to a mother with a college
degree. The lower education categories are more
heavily weighted with mothers from the lowest
and highest age groups who are themselves more
prone to give birth prematurely than are women
of the intermediate childbearing ages.

Table C. Percent of live births premature by race and educa-
tional attainment of mother: total of 37 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes|
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16 years Of MOre . ....cccceveieeereersnecnsenans 58 5.4 10.5

1341 10.7 19.8
7.7 h 6.7 144

Less than 12 years
12 years or more

lincludes races other than white and black.

NOTE: A premature birth is one that occurs before 37
weeks of gestation.

There appears to be no appreciable reduction
in the racial differential in the percent pre-
mature among births to mothers of similar socio-
economic status. Overall, this percent was 2.2
times as great among black as among white
births; among births to mothers with 12 or thore
years of schooling and with less than 12 years,
the percent was 2.1 and 1.9 times as great,
respectively.

MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL
CARE BEGAN

Adequate care received during pregnancy is
generally accepted as a relevant factor in the re-
duction of pediatric and obstetric problems such
as low birth weight, congenital anomalies, fetal
and neonatal mortality, and maternal mortality.

Since early care is highly correlated with
more care and the detection of obstetrical prob-
lems during early gestation stages can possibly
avert certain adverse pregnancy outcomes, early
pregnancy is generally held to be the optimum
time for initiating prenatal care.

In 1973, the month of pregnancy prenatal
care began was reported on the birth certificates
of 42 States and the District of Columbia. For
these areas, the largest proportion of all infants
(43.8 percent) were born to mothers who began
care in the first 2 months of pregnancy. Nearly
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Figure 3. Percent of births to mothers beginning prenatal care during the first 2 months of pregnancy, by age of mother and race and
live-birth order and race: total of 42 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

71 percent of all infants were bom to mothers
who Initiated care during the first 3 months of
pregnancy and only 1.5 percent of all infants
were born to mothers who received no care
(table 7). By 1975, there had been only slight
changes in these figures—72 percent of all
mothers began care in the first trimester and 1.3
percent received no care.

Examination of the distribution of births by
the month of pregnancy prenatal care began for
the two major race groups shows that there was
a substantial difference between the groups with
regard to the proportion of births to mothers
who started care in the first 2 months of preg-
nancy—47.1 percent of white births compared
with 28.2 percent of black births. Moreover, the
proportion of black births to mothers who be-
gan care in the last 3 months of pregnancy was
more than twice the comparable proportion of
white births (table 7).

In addition to the greater delay by mothers
of black births in obtaining prenatal care, the
total lack of prenatal care was higher for this
group as well. The proportion of mothers with
no prenatal care for black births was slightly
more than 3 times that observed for white
births—3.4 percent as compared with 1.1 per-
cent.

Table 7 shows that age of mother is an im-
portant factor associated with the time of in-
itiating prenatal care. For all infants, the pro-
portion of births to mothers initiating care
during the first 2 months of pregnancy in-

creased with age of mother through the group
aged 25-29 years; over half (52.5 percent) of
the births to women in this age group were to
those who initiated care at this time. For wo-
men 30 years of age and over, as age increas-
ed there was a gjeady decline in the proportion
of births to women who started care early. Very
young mothers experienced the highest percent
of no prenatal care, and, to a lesser extent, so
did mothers at the older reproductive ages.
These patterns of initiation of prenatal care ac-
cording to age of mother were similar for both
major race groups (figure 3).

As can be seen from table 8, for each birth
order after the second there was a steady decline
in the proportion of births to mothers who
started care during the first 2 months of preg-
nancy. While there was a considerable difference
between white and black mothers in the time of
initiating prenatal care, both groups tended to
delay care as parity increased (figure 3). More-
over, as parity increased, there was a generally
higher percent of mothers reporting no pre-
natal care. It has been suggested that this is
possibly the result of increasing home responsi-
bilities and perhaps -greater demand on limited
financial resources.? -

Percent Low Birth Weight

Among all resident births in States reporting
month of pregnancy prenatal care began, the in-
cidence of low birth weight was lowest when



mothers initiated care during the first 2 months
of pregnancy (6.4 percent). (See table D.) Levels
of low birth weight increased as initiation of
prenatal care was delayed until the 6th month
(9.2 percent) then decreased for mothers be-
ginning care in the last 2 months of pregnancy
(about 8.0 percent). The pattern for white
births was the same as for total births. Although
there was no consistent pattern among black
births, the lowest levels of low birth weight for
this group were among births to mothers who
started care in the last 2 months of pregnancy.
There are large differences in the proportion
of low-birth-weight babies born to mothers who
received some care and to mothers who received
no care. The percentage of low-birth-weight in-
fants born to mothers who had received some
care was 7.2 as compared with 21.1 percent for
mothers who had received no care. Examination
of gestation data for mothers who had received
some care and mothers who had received no care
(available for the 39 States and the District of
Columbia which reported both date of last
normal menses and month of pregnancy pre-
natal care began) shows that a large proportion
of infants in the no-care group were born prior
to 37 weeks of gestation. Slightly more than one-
quarter (26.1 percent) of all births to mothers
receiving no care occurred at gestation ages of
less than 37 weeks, compared with 8.9 percent
of births to mothers receiving some care. For the

Table D. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less for each
month of pregnancy prenatal care began, by race: total of
42 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

{See Technical Notes ]

Month of pregnancy prenatal All .
czregbegarr P races?! mete Black

TOM8l cvreerrrnreeerrerecereerrressnennen 7.5 6.4 13.3

| ] ——

EY-2dMONtH e 6.4 58 12.0
Bd month........ . 7.0 6.1 124
4th month.... . 8.4 6.9 134
5th month.... 9.0 7.3 13.1
6th month.... 9.2 75 13.1
7th month.... 9.0 7.1 13.4
8th month.... 8.0 6.7 11.9
9th month 8.1 70 11.3

NoO prenatal Care......c.cceuveeerriracvssaonnens 211 175 274

Lincludes races other than white and black.

two major racial groups the percent of births
that were born at less than 37 weeks of gesta-
tion are shown below.

White Black

Some care......ceeeueee.. cesreenssacerenereeas 1.0 16.3
NO CATC.curreerecerreencreeencenes ceereerenanes 22.2 31.2

It has been noted that the “no-care’ category is
likely to include mothers who would have ob-
tained some care had not the early birth of the
child intervened.®

Education of Mother

As can be seen from table 9, earlier prenatal
care is associated with increased levels of educa-
tional attainment. When births are examined
with regard to those born to mothers who re-
ceived less than 12 years of education and to
mothers who were at least high school graduates,
considerable differences can be seen. The pro-
portion of births to mothers who began care in
the first 2 months of pregnancy was 69 percent
higher for mothers who were at least high school
graduates than for mothers who were not. The
proportion of births to mothers who had no care
was 2.6 percent for those who completed less
than 12 years of school compared with 0.7 per-
cent for those with 12 or more years of school.

A similar association was evident among
white and black births, although differences in
the time of initiation of care according to educa-
tional attainment were generally greater for
white mothers. This was particularly true for
care initiated during the second and third tri-
mesters and for no prenatal care. The propor-
tions of births to white mothers beginning care
in the last two trimesters and to mothers with
no care were nearly 2 to 5 times as great for
those who had less than 12 years of school; the
comparable proportions for black births were
less than twice as great.

The proportion of births to mothers begin-
ning care in the first 2 months of pregnancy was
higher among white than among black births
(1.7 times as great). The racial difference was
reduced appreciably only among births to
mothers with 16 or more years of school where
the proportion for white births was 1.2 times
that for black births. When these proportions



are considered for births to mothers with less
than 12 years of school as opposed to mothers
who were at least high school graduates, the
racial difference is the same (1.6 times as great
for white births).

There were greater variations in racial dif-
ferences according to education of mother for
mothers who began care in the last 2 trimesters
of pregnancy and for mothers who had no care.
Among births to mothers with less than 12
years of school, these proportions were 1.4 to
2.4 times as great. These differences widened
to 2.1 to 5.8 times as great among births to
mothers with 12 or more years of school.

NUMBER OF PRENATAL VISITS

Another measure of prenatal care, avail-
able from the birth certificates of 38 States
and the District of Columbia in 1973, is the
number of visits for prenatal care made by the
mother. The median number of prenatal visits
per birth for all mothers residing in these areas
who received some care was 10.6. The com-
parable figures for visits made by white and
black mothers were 10.9 and 8.6, respectively
(table 7).

The median number of prenatal visits was
highly correlated with the month of pregnancy
prenatal care began in the 38 areas that reported
both items. The median number of prenatal
visits declined as initiation of care was delayed,
as can be seen from table E. The relative differ-
ence between the median number of visits for
white and black mothers was greater for the
total than for any individual month in which
care began. Therefore, much of the racial dif-
ferential in the total median number of visits
can be attributed to the fact that white mothers
began care earlier than did black mothers.

Differences in the median number of visits
by age of mother and by live-birth order (tables
7 and 8) are also related to the differences in
the time of initiating care. The increase in the
median number of visits with increase in age for
mothers under age 30 is associated with the fact
that these mothers started care earlier as age in-
creased. The slight but steady decline in the
median number of visits per birth as age ad-

10

Table E. Median number of prenatal visits, by month of preg-
nancy prenatal care began and race: total of 37 reporting
States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Month of pregnancy prenatal All lﬁT White | Black
care began races

Total coveeeivereiireceeceis e eeenesaens 10.6 10.9 8.6
TS MONTH coccvercecceneerreeer e veeeeans 12.6 12.7 1.8
2d month.... 12.1 12.2 10.7
3d month.... 10.7 10.8 9.8
4th month...... 9.2 9.5 8.2
5th month....... 7.8 8.2 7.0
6th month....... 6.5 6.9 59
7th month....... 54 5.7 4.8
8th month....... 40 4.2 3.6
9th MONth.....viccecivsreereere s ecrene e, 26 2.7 2.3

lincludes races other than white and black.

vanced for mothers 30 years of age and over is
also related to patterns of prenatal care initia-
tion for these women. In addition, for all
births after the second, there was a decline in
the median number of visits as birth order in-
creased. This is related to the decline in the
proportion of births to mothers starting care
early for each birth order after the second.
These relationships by age of mother and birth
order were generally true for both major race
groups.

By 1975, the median number of prenatal
visits had increased to 10.8; there was a larger
increase for black than for white mothers (9.1
and 11.1 visits, respectively, in 1975).

Percent Low Birth Weight

Variations in proportions of low-birth-
weight babies according to the amount of pre-
natal care received by the mother are shown in
table F. The proportion of low-birth-weight in-
fants declined as the amount of care increased
from no visits to 13 and 14 visits. The propor-
tion then rose somewhat for visit levels above 14.

It has been suggested that the logical nature
of the relationship between prenatal care and
the levels of low birth weight is not as direct as
casual examination of the data would indi-
cate.l0 The association may be a secondary one
since factors known to be associated with low



Table F. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less by number
of prenatal visits and race: total of 38 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

i T

Number of prenatal visits Al 1 || White | Black
races

Total Visits...veereerrennrerianirennnae 7.5 6.3 13.3
No visits 22,5 19.5 26.6
1-2 visits SR 21.7 198 251
3-4 visits. 18.2 17.3 20.3
56 ViSItS.ccmeiiireeneerceme et 13.8 135 15.0
7-8 visits.... 9.4 8.3 11.8
9-10 visits..... 6.0 54 95
T1-12 ViS5t senerinencseene 3.9 35 15
13-14 visits 3.3 29 6.6
15-16 visits 4.0 35 8.3
17-18 visits 38 3.3 7.5

19 visits or more

Lincludes races other than white and black.

birth weight (such as socioeconomic status, age
of mother, and parity) also influence the receipt
of prenatal care. A

Education of Mother

The median number of prenatal visits rose
as the level of educational attainment increased
for white mothers as well as for black mothers
as shown In table G. While the relative differ-
ence between the races in the median number
of visits was the same for mothers who com-
pleted less than 12 years of school as it was for
all mothers, this difference nearly disappeared

Table G. Median number of prenatal visits by educational attain-
ment of mother and race: total of 37 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

as the educational attainment level advanced
from 12 years to 16 years or more.

SEX RATIO OF BIRTHS

In 1975, the sex ratio of live births was
1,054 males per 1,000 females. It has varied
little from year to year from 1940 to 1975,
ranging from 1,047 to 1,059.

It has been estimated that the primary sex
ratio (defined as the ratio of males per 1,000
females at the moment of conception), has a
minimum value of 1,100!! and may be as high
as 1,600.12 The sex ratio of fetal deaths of 20
weeks or more gestation (1,126 in 1973) is
higher than that of live births. A higher ratio
for early fetal deaths (20-27 weeks) than for late
fetal deaths (28 weeks or more) implies an even
higher sex ratio for fetal deaths of less than 20
weeks of gestation. These high ratios for fetal
deaths result in a lower sex ratio at birth than at
conception.

The sex ratio varies widely by race as in-
dicated by the average sex ratio for the years
1970-73 as shown in table H. The ratio ranged
from 1,080 for Filipino births to 1,020 for
American Indian births. The ratios for the two
major race groups were 1,058 for white births
and 1,028 for black births. The ratio for each
of these two groups varied little from year to
year and was consistently higher for white than
for black births.

As shown in table J, the sex ratio was higher
among single than among plural deliveries. One

Table H. Sex ratio by race: United States, 4-year average,

Years of school completed All .
by mother racesl ll White | Black

Total weecirccrecnnrceieecnes e 10.5 10.9 8.6
0-8 YIS wucccmeciirisinerrisassnsaseraesseiers 8.4 8.9 7.0
9-11 years. 9.3 9.9 78
12 years......... 10.8 11.1 9.1
1315 years ......... 14 115 10.0
16 Years or MOre....cceeeerrreeierrenceesvannes 11.6 1.7 11.2

lincludes races other than white and black.

1870-73
Males
per

Race 1,000

females
AL TBCES et s it se s s esae tensoacesnmuannene 1,063
WHIte ..vececrrccneeecnerecmmreenenes 1,058
Black 1,028
American Indian......... 1,020
Chinese...cccecerecrunenranen 1,069
JAPANESE ..c.oeereeiienmenceermarmrcstnemcrsetstermeestsmmeesssanisessassssarans 1,048
L1 11 o [« TS OO . . 1,080
[ 14 11T S PPN 1,059
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Table J. Sex ratio at birth by race and plurality: United States, 1971-75

[See Technical Notes ]

Race and plurality

1975 R:‘I~974 1973 | 1972 | 1971

1

All FACES™ ieiiiireevciiiriiesinirertreraitrestieanrerrersnen e ssaresaeanenss

Single live births
Plural live births

Single live births
Plural live births

Single live births
Plural live births

Males per 1,000 females

................................... 1054 | 1055 | 1,052 | 1,051 | 1,052

1055 | 1,056 | 1,063 | 1,062 | 1,053
1,005 | 1,007 999 | 1,016 | 1,014

1,089 | 1,052 | 1,057 | 1,057 | 1,056

1,059 1 1,060 | 1,058 | 1,068 | 1,057
1,018 1 1,011 | 1,006 | 1,018 | 1,022

1,030 1,030 | 1,028 } 1,024 | 1,028

1,032 | 1,031 | 1,030 | 1,025 | 1,029
965 982 972 | 1,000 902

LIncludes races other than white and black.

possible causal factor is the higher sex ratio of
fetal deaths in plural pregnancies compared to
single pregnancies (1,197 and 1,121, respectively,
in 1973).

In general, the sex ratio was inversely related
to birth order and age of mother (table K). How-
ever, when these two variables were cross-
classified, no consistent pattern emerged by
birth order or age of mother. Previous studies
showed that birth order has a definite effect on
sex ratio at birth; the maternal-age effect, how-
ever, results from the correlation between birth
order and age of mother.12 13

Although the sex ratio varies little on a
yearly basis, it varies a great deal from month to
month, especially among black births. For ex-
ample, during 1973 the sex ratio for black births
ranged from 1,000 in March to 1,055 in October.
The sex ratio for white births ranged from 1,044
in September to 1,067 in November. Figure 4
shows an average of the sex ratio by month for
white and black births for the years 1970-73.
Although a large variation exists, no seasonal
pattern can be identified. These figures show
that the ratio was always higher for white than
for black births.

Table K. Sex ratio at birth by live-birth order and age of mother: United States, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Age of mother

Live-birth order

15-19 years..
20-24 years..
25-29 years..
30-34 years..
35-39 years..
40-44 years

Total 6th
1st 2d 3d 4th 5th and

i over

Males per, 1 !990 females !

1,062 1,065 | 1,059 fﬁ,a49 1,036 | 1,026 1,030

MY -
1,082 | 1,051 ] 1,069 | 1,002 | 21,128 | 2975 | 21,087
1085 || 1,056 | 1,058 | 1,083 | 1,051 994 | 1,036
1,086 || 1,052 1,060 | 1,054 | 1,034 | 1,031 1,054
1046 || 1,075} 1,066 | 1,043 | 1,021 | 1,031 1,023
1,041 1053 ) 1058 [ 1,037 | 1067 1,034 1,020
1,021 29 123 290 1,079 961 1,001 1,023

1ncludes births to women under age 15 and age 45 and over.
2Ratio based on fewer than 1,000 births.
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Figure 4. Sex ratio by month of birth and race: United States, 4-year average, 1970-73

MONTH OF BIRTH

The monthly indexes of births occurring in
the United States during 1960, 1970, 1973,
and 1975 are shown in table L. These indexes
are the ratios of the actual number of births in
a month to the average monthly number for the
calendar year multiplied by 100 and adjusted for
the varying number of days in each month.

In 1975, the monthly indexes showed minor
peaks in February and December, and a major
one in September. Indexes for 1960 showed a
more prominent peak for September and a
deeper trough for the spring months than was
exhibited for more recent years. The reduction
in the degree of seasonality can be seen in the
decline of the standard deviation of the monthly
indexes. In 1975, the stahidard deviation was 3.3
compared with 5.8 in 1960.

The distribution of births by month of oc-
currence tends to be bimodal in the United
States, but there are variations in the amplitude
of the seasonal curve by race and by region.
Figure 5 shows the variations by race in the

Table L. Monthly indexes of live births and standard deviations:
United States, 1960, 1970, 1973, and 1975

[See Technical Notes]

Month of occurrence 1975 1973 1970 | 1960

Monthly indexes

Total...owneerracenraenen 1000 | 100.0 } 100.0 | 100.0

JANUANY ..uecerneccsnnnesmsmessenenees 97.1 99.8 95.3 95.8
February ... 98.7 1 100.2 98.2 97.7

March.. 980 | 1009 96.9 97.0
ADTiLcererneecercensenrrsaeersenerenes 97.1 96.0 935 938
May.... 98.0 95.5 93.9 924
JUNE .veercececrenme e snennsnenes 99.0 98.6 98.7 95.3
July 1048 | 103.3 | 104.1 | 103.8
August 1048 | 1056 | 1044 | 108.8
September........occeeeceemenesnens 1059 | 105.0 { 108.2 1 111.0
October..... 100.3 99.6 | 1022 | 102.7
November.. 96.7 97.7 | 100.8 | 100.2
December.....cceceeccermecnnennse- 99.5 978 1 1038 | 1014
Standard deviation
Totalmerremererreercnenne 3.3 | 3.3 I 4.7 | 58

NOTE: Index is the ratio of the actual number of births in a
month to the average monthly number for the year multiplied
by 100. Adjustment has been made for the varying number of
days per month.
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by 100. Adjustment has been made for varying number of days per month.)
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Figure 5. Monthly indexes of live births, by race: United States and each region, 1973

seasonal patterns for the four geographic re-
gions in 1973, using the monthly index. In all
four regions the distribution of black births by
month shows greater variation, as evidenced by
more prominent peaks and deeper troughs, than
does that of white births. The standard devia-
tions for both groups in each of these regions in
1973 are shown below.

White Black
Northeast ...cevuuennen. rereeraeesnsrnntranennne 3.0 3.5
North Central.....ccvevveriveeirenreneanenne 3.5 4.6
SOULH cevireervnerrertereecrerreereneeeneenes 4.1 8.0
WESE eeeereriereernereerareesecreseerasnesonres 2.9 3.8

The seasonal patterns for white and black
births resembled each other in shape in all re-
gions except the West where the seasonality of
white and black births differed considerably dur-
ing the first half of the year.
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ATTENDANT AT BIRTH AND
PLACE OF DELIVERY

The vast majority of live births occurring in
the United States are delivered in hospitals. Of
all live births delivered in 1975, 98.7 percent
were classified as having been delivered by physi-
cians in hospitals. These deliveries included all
live births occurring in hospitals or other institu-
tions and births attended by physicians in clinics.

The gap between the proportion of white
births and all other births occurring in hospitals
continued to narrow in 1975 (figure 6). Com-
parison of the two major racial groups shows
that 98.9 percent of white births and 98.0 per-
cent of black births were delivered by physicians
in hospitals.

Over the years, the increase in hospital
utilization for obstetrical care has resulted in a
decline in the proportion of births occurring
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Figure 6. Percent of live births occurring in hospitals, by color: United States, 1960-75

outside these facilities. Physicians outside of
hospitals delivered only 0.4 percent of all live
births in 1975. The comparable proportions for
white and black births were 0.3 and 0.6 percent,
respectively. The proportions of midwife-attend-
ed births are also at relatively low levels—0.4
percent of all births, 0.2 percent of white
births, and 1.0 percent of black births in 1975
(table 10). -

Much of the differential that has existed be-
tween the rates of hospital utilization for white
and all other births could be attributed to dif-
ferences among all other births by place of
residence. In 1960, 99.1 percent of white births
and 94.5 percent of all other births in urban
places with populations of 10,000 or more were
delivered by physicians in hospitals. In contrast,
during the same year, 98.3 percent of white
births and only 68.0 percent of births of all
other races in the balance of the country were
delivered by physicians in hospitals. However,
place of residence has assumed diminishing im-
portance as a factor in the distribution of all
other births by attendant. In 1975, 98.8 percent
of all other births in urban places of 10,000

residents or more were delivered in hospitals,
compared with 96.3 percent of all other births
in the balance of the country.

Rates of utilization of midwives as attendants
for all other births have also varied a great deal
by type of residence and geographic division,
and while fairly substantial differences still
exist, there have been large declines for all areas.
As can be seen from table 10, for the balance
of the country the proportion of births of all
other races delivered by midwives declined
from 25.7 percent in 1960 to 2.3 percent in
1975. The comparable proportions for urban
areas of 10,000 residents or more were 2.8 in
1960 and 0.3 in 1975. The proportion of all
other births attended by midwives is highest in
the East South Central Division where, in 1973,
4.7 percent of all other births were delivered
by midwives. As recently as 1967, the propor-
tion was as high as 21.8 percent.

Comparisons of the two major racial groups
with regard to differences by place of residence
are not possible before 1969; data on black
births by attendant are available only for 1969
and later years. However, distributions of black

15



births for more recent years have been very
similar to the distribution for all other births.

Geographic variations in the proportion of
births occurring in hospitals are somewhat
greater for black births than for white births
(table 11). During 1973, in all divisions except
the West South Central over 99 percent of white
births occurred in hospitals. The proportion of
black births occurring in hospitals was over 99
percent in six of the nine geographic divisions.
In the three divisions of the South Region, rates
of hospital utilization for blacks ranged from
94.6 percent (East South Central) to 98.3 per-
cent (West South Central).

MULTIPLE BIRTHS

Of the 57,721 live births that occurred in
multiple deliveries in 1973, the overwhelming
majority were twin births (98.4 percent). The
multiple birth ratio is the ratio of live births in
multiple deliveries per 1,000 total live births.
This ratio has decreased only slightly since the
early 1960’s, from 20.4 in 1960 to 18.4 in 1973.
In 1975, the ratio was 19.2.

As in other years, black mothers were more
likely than white mothers to have a multiple
birth. The multiple birth ratios in 1973 were
22.2 for black mothers and 17.7 for white
mothers (table M).

Table M. Ratio of plural live births to total live births by age of
mother and race: United States, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

All

Age of mother
g races®

White | Black

Plural births per
1,000 live births

TotalZ oot 18.4 17.7 | 222

15-19 years 12.1 1.1 14.7
20-24 years 16.8 15.7 22.8
25-29 years 21.0 20.2 28.8
30-34 years 245 23.6 32.0
35-39 years 26.2 25.2 328
40-44 years 21.8 21.6 23.6

The proportion of multiple births increased
as age of mother increased through the 35-39-
year age group and then decreased slightly for
mothers aged 40 years and over. In fact, for
both the white and black population the chances
of a 35-39.year-old mother having a multiple
birth in 1973 were over twice as great as for a
15-19-year-old mother.

Both white and black births occurring in
plural deliveries have a shorter gestation period
and are of lower birth weight than are births
occurring in single deliveries. Of single white
births, 7.2 percent were classified as premature
(gestational age of less than 37 weeks) as op-
posed to 38.0 percent of plural white births.
Comparable proportions for black births were
16.1 and 45.0 percent, respectively. A prema-
ture infant is more likely to be a low-birth-
weight infant and, since a large proportion of
multiple births are premature, it follows that
a large proportion are of low birth weight. Of
those white infants in multiple deliveries, 52.6
percent were of low birth weight, more than 9
times the proportion of white infants in single

arhig
Table N. Median birth weight and percent of live births of 2,500

grams or less, by plurality and race: United States, 1973

[See Technical Notes}

Plurality

Race
Single | Plural

fi Median
birth weight
in grams?

AH FACES eeeeeeiiirvreeieerccrcrrerecaineenrnerenenanes 3,330 | 2,430

3,360 | 2,460
3,160 | 2,290
3,150 | 2,280

Percent of live
births of 2,500
grarns or less

6.7 54.8
5.6 52.6
11.4 63.1
12.1 63.9

lincludes races other than white and black.
Includes births to women under age 15 and age 45 and over.
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deliveries (5.6 percent), as shown in table N.
Low-birth-weight infants also were predominant
among black infants born in plural deliveries
(63.9 percent). Of black infants in single deliver-
ies, only 12.1 percent weighed 2,500 grams or
less. The median weight of infants in single
deliveries was 3,330 grams compared with
2,430 grams for infants in plural deliveries, a
difference of about 2 pounds.

INTERVAL SINCE LAST LIVE BIRTH

The item “date of last live birth” was added
to the U.S. Standard Certificate of Live Birth to
provide information on child spacing. The in-
formation provided by this item makes it pos-
sible to compute intervals between successive
births, which is valuable in health and fertility
research.

In 1973, the date of last live birth was re-
ported on the birth certificates of 40 States and
the District of Columbia. This item was used to
cotipute the interval sitite last live birth for all
second and higher order births to mothers re-
siding in these areas.

The mean interval since the last live birth for
all -second and higher order births was 43.3
months. Table O shows that the length of this
interval was similar for white (43.6 months) and
black (42.4 months) births. Between 1973 and
1975, the mean interval increased 1.0 month for
white births and 2.7 months for black births. As
. a result, in 1975 the direction of the racial dif-
ference was reversed; the mean interval was 44.6
months for white births compared with 45.1
months for black births.

Examination of the mean interval since the
previous live birth according to birth order
shows that the interval was shortest for second
births (39.2 months), increased with birth order
through fifth births (51.2 months), and then de-
clined through the eighth and higher orders. This
pattern was the same for white births as for total
births but varied slightly for black births where
the mean interval increased through the seventh
birth order and then declined for eighth and
higher orders. These patterns remained the same
through 1975. In 1973, the differences between
the two major racial groups in the mean interval
since the last live birth for a second and seventh

Table O. Mean interval since last live birth, by live-birth order,
age of mother, and race: total of 40 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Live-birth order and All 5 |l white | Black
age of mother races
Mean interval in
months
All second and higher
order births....veceerccieniseenaes 43.3 43.6 42.4
Live-birth order
Second births 39.2 39.2 39.8
Third births..... 46.5 47.3 43.0
Fourth births 49.6 50.7 449
Fifth births 51.2 52.6 46.4
Sixth births 49.8 51.0 46.8
Seventh births 48.4 49.1 472
Eighth births and OVer........ccceeeccmeeens 426 429 42.6
Age of mother
Under 15 years 20.7 29.1 16.4
15-19 years 219 21.7 22.3
20-24 years 31.8 31.7 32.8
25-29 years 427 42.3 47.8
30-34 years...... 57.0 56.7 619
35-39 years 73.7 74.6 720
40-44 years 86.6 88.1 81.0
45-49 years 1015} 105.5 86.9

11ncludes races other than white and black.

and higher order births were less than 2 months.
For the remainder of the birth orders, however,
the mean intervals were 4 to 6 months longer for
white births than for black births.

The mean interval since last live birth gener-
ally increased with age of mother in both major
racial groups. During 1973, for mothers aged 15-
34 years these intervals were up to 6 months
longer for black births than for white births. At
the remaining age groups, the mean intervals
were 3 to 19 months longer for white births.

At the younger ages, racial differences in
interval since last live birth may reflect a greater
incidence of induced abortion among black
women than among white women. For even
though black women are more likely to be non-
contraceptors, the length of their birth intervals
is somewhat longer, as mentioned above. Ac-
cording to estimates of numbers of legal abor-
tions in the United States during the period
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1972-74,1% the abortion ratio for women of
races other than white was 1.5 times as great as
the ratio for white women. At ages 20-34 years,
the ratios were 1.6 to 2.5 times as great for
women of races other than white.

On the other hand, at ages 35 and above a
more important factor in the racial difference
may be the higher proportion of noncontra-
ceptors among black women. There is not as
much difference between abortion ratios for
white and all other women at older ages (0.9
to 1.4) as at the ages mentioned above. In ad-
dition, information from the National Survey
of Family Growth!? indicates that 32.4 percent
of currently married white women 35-44 years
of age compared with 48.2 percent of their
black counterparts were noncontraceptors in
1973. This difference in the use of contra-

ceptives was not as great for younger women
and in addition to the abortion differences
mentioned above may explain, in part, the re-
versal in the direction of the differential.

Between 1973 and 1975, the increases in
the interval since the last live birth were greater
for black births than for white births of all birth
orders and for mothers in all age groups. Al-
though the direction of the racial difference
remained the same for most birth orders and age
groups, it reversed for seventh and higher order
births and for mothers under 15, and 35-39
years of age. In 1975, the intervals for these
groups were longer for black births than for
white births, but in 1973 they were longer for
white births.

When the mean interval since the previous
live birth is examined by birth order in conjunc-
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Figure 7. Mean interval since last live birth, by age of mother and live-birth order: total of 40 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1973
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tion with age of mother, as in figure 7, it can be
seen that for each birth order the length of the
interval generally increased with age of mother.
For mothers 25 years of age and over, the length
of the interval decreased as parity increased after
the third birth. For mothers 20-24 years of age,
the length of interval decreased from the second
to seventh order, then increased for eighth and
higher orders.

Education of Mother

The relationship between the mean interval
since last live birth and educational attainment
of the mother is different for white than for
black births (table 12). With increasing years of
school completed from 12 to 16 or more, the
mean interval for white births decreased; for
black births, it increased. This was true for all
birth orders.

Spacing has been identified as an important
factor associated with fetal and infant mortality
rates. These rates have been found to be lowest
when the interval between two pregnancies is be-
ween 2 and 3 years, and the highest infant

ortality rates occur when the birth interval
is less than 2 years.16 Nearly 40 percent of all
low-birth-weight infants compared with slightly
more than one-fourth of heavier babies in the
States reporting date of last live birth were born
less than 2 years after a previous birth.

The relatively high incidence of low-birth-
weight infants among young mothers of high
parity suggests that the interval between births
may be a factor associated--with low birth
weight. Data in table 13 show that the incidence
of low birth weight for each age group was
highest among births that occurred less than a
year after a previous birth. On the other hand,
the incidence also increased for intervals of 4
years or more since the previous live birth. These
variations were generally the same for white
births, but among black births the incidence de-
creased as the interval length increased up to 6
years and then rose for intervals of 6 years or
more.

The proportion of births occurring less than
2 years after a previous live birth was 1.4 times
as great among births to mothers who completed
less than 12 years of school as to mothers who
were at least high school graduates. The differ-
ence between these two educational groups in

the proportion of births occurring within 2 years
of the previous birth was smaller for higher birth
orders, declining from 1.6 for second births to
1.2 for fourth and higher births. This pattern
was the same for white and black births, but
there were somewhat smaller differences for
white births (table 14).

With few exceptions, the proportion of in-
fants born less than 24 months after a previous
live birth was higher for black births than for
white births at all birth orders and educational
attainment levels in 1973. By 1975, this propor-
tion was lower for black births than for white
births among mothers with 13 or more vears of
school.

INTERVAL SINCE TERMINATION OF
LAST PREGNANCY AND OUTCOME OF
LAST PREGNANCY

The mother’s previous pregnancy experience
has been found to be a major factor associated
with the infant’s chance for survival.$:17 In
1973, data on the outcome of the last pregnancy
of the mother were available for the 39 States
and the District of Columbia which reported the
dates of last live birth and fetal death. For all
births resulting from second and higher order
pregnancies, the mean interval since termination
of last pregnancy was 40.4 months. The length
of this interval was similar for white (40.6
months) and black (39.6 months) births.

The mean interval since termination of the
last pregnancy was approximately 1% years
longer when that pregnancy ended in a live birth
than when it ended in a fetal death. Table P
shows that this was generally true for all birth
orders. By age of mother, the interval since
termination of the last pregnancy was from 4
months to 3 years longer when the last preg-
nancy ended in a live birth than when it ended
in a fetal death. This difference increased with
age of mother. Although these patterns were the
same for births to mothers in both major racial
groups, the difference between the two preg-
nancy outcomes was slightly smaller for black
births.

Between 1973 and 1975, there was an in-
crease of 1 month in the interval since termina-
tion of the last pregnancy, from 40.4 to 41.4
months.
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Table P. Mean interval since termination of last pregnancy by
outcome of last pregnancy, live-birth order, and age of
mother: total of 39 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1973

{See Technical Notes|

Last pregnancy

Live-birth order and

age of mother Total

Live | Fetal
birth { death

Mean interval in months

Al second and higher
order pregnancies.......c..ceeeninne

40.4{‘i 42.0] 242

Live-birth order
First Births ooeceeciiieeieevriieven e iereee v e 243 AN 243
Second births 37.2 || 38.1 21.7
Third births........ 441 45.2 25.5
Fourth births 46.8 479 279
Fifth births and over 464 || 47.4 28.6

Age of mother
Under 20 Years.....ccccvceeeeeeereeeaererennassenes 21.1 21.6 17.7
20-24 years ..... . 304 | 31.4 20.6
25-29 vyears ..... . 404 | 419 240
30-34 vyears ........ 53.7 55.8 299
35-39 years. ............ 68.8 71.4 38.7
40 years and over 81.2 83.9 47.7

Percent Low Birth Weight

The proportion of low-birth-weight infants
was about a third higher among births to women
whose last pregnancy ended in a fetal death (9.3
percent) than among births to women whose last
pregnancy ended in a live birth (7.0 percent).
The figures below show that this was true for
both major racial groups.

White Black
Live BIrth ceeevveeereeeeireniiennensincrnennnns 6.0 12.9
Fetal death...ccveeereceeeniereneevnannnnnn. 8.1 17.2

Table 15 shows proportions of low-birth-
weight infants according to interval since ter-
mination of the last pregnancy. These data in-
dicate that a longer interval is more favorable for
births following a previous live birth than for
births following a fetal death. Although the pro-
portions of low-birth-weight infants were highest
for births occurring less than a year since a pre-
vious pregnancy regardless of the outcome of
that pregnancy, the proportion among those oc-
curring subsequent to a live birth was over 1%

20

times the proportion among those occurring sub-
sequent to a fetal death.

It may be that the amount of time required
for the mother’s reproductive system to recover
from pregnancy and childbirth and for the body
to build up its reserves in preparation for an-
other pregnancy is greater following a live birth
than a fetal death. In that case, births following
a previous live birth after a relatively short time
would probably be more likely to have an un-
favorable outcome than births closely succeed-
ing a fetal death.

Among births occurring subsequent to a pre-
vious live birth, the proportion of low-birth-
weight infants decreased as the interval increased
from 12-17 months to 36-47 months and in-
creased for intervals of 4 years or more. In con-
trast, among births occurring subsequent to a
previous fetal death the level of low birth weight
increased as the interval increased from 12-17
months to 5 years or more.

The range in the level of low birth weight ac-
cording to intervals-was greater among births
following a live birth than following a fetal
death. When the préious pregnancy endedVitzoa
live birth, the proportion of low birth weight
among infants born less than a year since that
birth was 4 times as great as among infants born
at the most favorable interval, 36-47 months
(20.4 compared with 5.1 percent). On the other
hand, for births occurring subsequent to a fetal
death the percent of low birth weight among
infants born within a year since the fetal death
was less than ttvice the percent among those
borm at the most favorable interval, 12-17
months (13.0 compared with 7.3 percent).

The relationships for white births were simi-
lar to those for total births, but for black births
there were some differences. The level of low
birth weight among black infants born less than
a year after a previous pregnancy was nearly the
same for infants born subsequent to a fetal
death (27.4 percent) as for those following a
live birth (29.5 percent). In addition, there were
slight differences in the pattern of low birth
weight occurring 4 years or more after both
a previous live birth and fetal death.

ILLEGITIMACY

In 1973, an estimated 407,300 illegitimate
births occurred in the United States, accounting



for approximately 13 percent of the 3,136,965
live births recorded in that year.

National estimates of the number of illegiti-
mate births have been prepared annually since
1938. These estimates are based on information
entered on the birth certificates of the States
that require the reporting of legitimacy status.
In 1978, 38 States and the District of Columbia
required this information. For discussion of the
procedure used in making national estimates
of illegitimacy, see the ‘“Technical Appendix” of
volume I of Vital Statistics of the United States.

Ilegitimacy data have been tabulated by
race (white and black) since 1969. For years
prior to 1969, illegitimacy data were tabulated
by color only, necessitating use of the broader
category “all other” which consists of all races
other than white.

The estimated number of illegitimate births
has increased steadily each year since 1940, with
the exception of 1948. By 1975, the estimated
number had increased to 5 times the number in
.1940 (table 16). During the two 10-year periods
1940-1950 and 1950-1960, there was a 58-per-
scent] increase; between %960 and 1970 the in-
crease was even greater, 78 percent. Since 1970,
the estimated number of illegitimate births has
increased at a slower pace, only 12 percent (to
1975); however, the majority of this increase
has occurred since 1973 (10 percent between
1973 and 1975). The number of illegitimate
births among the white population increased
between 1973 and 1975, following a decrease
between 1970 and 1972. The number of il-
legitimate births among all other races con-
tinued to increase during this period, but at a
slower pace than in previous years.

Two measures commonly used to describe
the incidence of illegitimacy are the illegiti-
macy rate and the illegitimacy ratio. The rate
is defined as the number of illegitimate births
per 1,000 unmarried women aged 15-44 years. It
is a measure of the probability that an un-
married woman will bear a child. The illegiti-
macy ratio, defined as the number of illegiti-
mate births per 1,000 total births, is a measure
of the proportion of total births that are classi-
fied as illegitimate.

The illegitimacy rate increased from 7.1
illegitimate births per 1,000 unmarried women
aged 15-44 years in 1940 to 26.4 in 1970 (table

16). It decreased slightly since then to 24.1 in
1974; however, the rate increased to 24.8 in
1975. Although the illegitimacy rate for white
women followed the pattern just described, the
rate for all other women has decreased each year
since 1971.

Estimated illegitimacy rates by age of
mother and color for the period 1940-75 are
shown in figure 8 and by age of mother and race
for 1970-75 in table Q. Women in the prime
childbearing ages—20-24 and 25-29 years—had
the highest illegitimacy rates, followed by
women 15-19 years old; among women 30 years
and over the rate decreased with age. A similar
pattern was found for both racial groups.

In 1940, the rate for all other women was
nearly 10 times as great as the rate for white
women (35.6 and 3.6, respectively). During the
1940°s, the color differential increased until, by
1950, the rate for all other women was nearly
12 times as great as the rate for white women.
The differential decreased between 1950 and
1969, when it was more than 6, due both to the
more rapid increase in the rate for white women
during the 1950’s and to the decline in the rate
for all women after 1960. Between 1969 and
1971, the differential increased slightly to just
over 7; it remained relatively stable until 1975
when it declined to 6.4.

A leveling off or slight decline in illegiti-
macy rates for white women occurred in the
mid- to late 1960’s for all but the 15-19-year age
group (see figure 8). Even greater decreases oc-
curred between 1970 and 1974, especially for
age groups having the highest rates. However,
during 1975 rates increased for all white women
except for those aged 35 years and over. Rates
for all other women have leveled off or declined
slightly in the late 1950°s or early 1960’s for all
age groups and generally remained stable up to
the mid-1960’s (except for the 30-34-year age
group in which the increase resumed). Beginning
in 1965, sharp declines occurred for all age
groups except ages 15-19 years old.

The second commonly used measure of il-
legitimacy, the illegitimacy ratio, is a measure of
the proportion of births classified as illegitimate.
It is easier to compute than the illegitimacy rate
because the population data for unmarried
women needed to calculate the rate are often
difficult to obtain. However, the ratio has num-
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Figure 8. Estimated illegitimacy rates, by age of mother and color: United States, 1940-75




Table Q. Estimated illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race: United States, 1970-75

{See Technical Notes]

Race and age of mother

1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 | 1970

All races!

Al GBS, 1544 YEATE .v.vreererreeriemsseessanstsssessssssssseasosssssesssens

15-19 years
20-24 years....
25-29 years....
30-34 years....

35-39 years....

Rate per 1,000 unmarried women

248 24.1 24.5 249 25.6 26.4

24.2 23.2 229 229 22.4 22.4
31.6 30.9 318 33.4 35.6 38.4
28.0 284 30.0 31.1 34.7 37.0
18.1 18.6 20.5 22.8 25.3 271

9.1 10.0 10.8 12.0 13.3 13.6

40-44 ye:ars3 .....................................................................................

All 3GES, 15-44 YEAISZ ...v.evreeereirereresicviserseecsssassssarassssassasssssasas

15-19 years.........
20-24 years....

286 2.6 3.0 3.1 3.5 3.5

12,6 11.8 11.9 120 125 13.9

..................... 121 i1 10.7 105 10.3 10.9

18.7 15.2 15.6 16.7 18.8 225

25-29 years.... A

15.1 14.9 16.1 16.6 18.6 21.1

30-34 years
35-39 years
40-44 year53

10.0 8.6 10.7 12.1 13.3 14.2
5.4 55 5.9 6.4 7.2 7.6
15 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.9 2.0

All ages, 15-44 Y £ U

15-19 years
20-24 vyears....
25-29 years....
30-34 years....
35-39 years....
40-44 years3

..................... 85.6 86.6 88.5 92.2 96.5 95.5

95.1 95.1 96.0 98.8 99.1 86.9
109.8 | 111.2 | 117.2 | 1220 | 131.1 | 1318
78.1 82.5 86.0 89.7 | 100.4 | 100.9
51.0 52.3 58.1 57.7 68.0 71.8
20.3 24.2 27.4 30.2 32.7 32.9
7.2 6.7 7.7 8.5 9.4 10.4

lincludes races other than white and black.

Rates were computed by relating total illegitimate births regardless of age of mother to unmarried women aged 15-44 years.
Rates were computed by relating illegitimate births to mothers aged 40 years and over to unmarried women aged 40-44 years.

erous shortcomings when used as an analytic
tool. Thé numerator and denominator of the il-
legitimacy ratio are affected by two independent
sets of factors. The numerator, the number of il-
legitimate births, is determined by the rate of il-
legitimacy and the number of unmarried women.
The denominator, the total number of births, is
influenced primarily by factors that affect the
level of marital fertility, such as changes in tim-
ing of births and completed family size. Ob-
viously, if these factors change, the ratio will
change even if the numerator remains the same.

The illegitimacy ratio has increased sub-
stantially from 37.9 in 1940 to 142.5 in 1975
(table 16). Between 1970 and 1975 alone, there
has been a 33-percent increase in the ratio. The
increase has taken place in spite of a leveling off

or, in some cases, a decrease in the illegitimacy
rate since the mid-1960’s. A factor responsible
for the increase in the illegitimacy ratio during
this period is one that does not itself determine
the incidence of illegitimacy. This factor is the
decline in total, mainly marital, fertility (affect-
ing the denominator). Also responsible for the
increase in the illegitimacy ratio is the rising
number of unmarried women, a factor that af-
fects the numerator.

There was a large racial differential in the il-
legitimacy ratio in 1973 as in previous years: the
ratios for white and black births were 63.9 and
457.5, respectively. The racial differential has
increased since 1969, following a decline during
the early 1960’s.

Table R shows the estimated illegitimacy
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Table R. Estimated 1illegitimacy ratios by age of mother and
race: United States, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

All, N White | Black

Age of mother races

Ratio per 1,000 total

live births

TOtal veeeeeiiiiceceecnecreeeree e e 129.8 639 | 4575

Under 15 Years,.....ccceveervcrreevarneeneneens 8475 || 652.1 | 964.3
1519 YeAIS vueeeei v eeeeeveeeererveee e aeens 339.2 || 1909 | 709.8
15 YIS ciiveeee i vcececenetnnreeerernreen 661.8 || 442.6 | 9146

16 YEEIS cvieeeeeeerereeirre e eeea e 508.4 || 312.2 | 849.2

17 YIS ceereiiveeeccirreaeiieeererereaeee e 387.2 || 221.0 | 7698

T8 YRI5 e iiireeieirrecc e s e eaaee 293.1 166.9 | 648.5

T YEBIS cvvieeeeerererereerieeceanneenenes 2240 |} 1228 | 560.7
20-24 YIS c.eevveeereireeeerievereerierannnaaes 108.2 53.4 | 386.3
25-29 years ..... 48.5 23.6 | 257.0
30-34 vyears ..... . 50.0 24.3 | 233.4
35-39 years ............ 64.7 33.0| 229.0
40 years and OVer.......cccovvviveierrivvnnnee 76.9 411 231.8

lincludes races other than white and black.

ratios by age of mother for 1973. The highest
ratios were found among births to mothers
under age 20 and particularly under age 15,
when the proportion of married women and the
number of legitimate births are both small. The
ratio decreased with increasing age of mother up
to and including the age group 25-29 years even
though the illegitimacy rate shows these mothers
to be at greater risk of having an illegitimate
birth. The small ratio for births to mothers of
these ages is a reflection of the larger proportion
of married women and the high level of marital
fertility to these women who are in their prime
childbearing years. Thus, although the ‘‘risk™ of
illegitimacy as measured by the illegitimacy rate
is high at ages 25-29, the proportion of births
that are illegitimate to women of those ages is
low. Age patterns by race are, for the most part,
similar to those for all women. However, ratios
for black women are nearly constant for those
aged 30 or older.

Education of Mother

About 1 out of 4 live births to women re-
porting less than 12 years of education was il-
legitimate (table S). This high proportion is
related to the fact that, for the United States as
a whole, about 40 percent of mothers in this
education group were under 20 years old, com-
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Table 8. Percent of live births illegitimate by educational attain-
ment of mother and race: total of 33 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes)

T

Years of school completed All 1 |l white | Brack

by mother races

TOtal .eveeeercreerecrireceeserenaser e 13.6 6.3 469
0-B YBAMS ..ocvveeeverersrciremasereneneeeeensenenen 242 13.4 57.4
9.11 vears ... . 27.2 13.7 599
12 years ....... . 9.6 4.4 38.3
13-15 YRAIS ceeverreeeeeerercrersmeenrmncvaenans 5.7 2.6 28.9
16 Years Or MOIe.......oecceeierereeisererecans 1.1 0.7 7.7

IIncludes races other than white and black.

pared with 10 percent of those with 12 or more
years of education. As previously noted, there
are fewer married women in this age group and
thus fewer legitimate births. The proportion of
illegitimate births decreased as educational at-
tainment increased, reaching a low of 1.1 per-
cent for mothers reporting 16 or more years of
school.

The proportion of illegitimate births was
higher among black than among white women
for all levels of education. However, the racial
differential increased as education increased,
ranging from 4.3 times as great for black women
at the lowest level of educational attainment
(57.4 percent versus 13.4 percent) to 11.0 times
as great at the highest level (7.7 percent versus
0.7 percent).

Percent Low Birth Weight

Illegitimate births are more likely to be of
low birth weight than are legitimate births (table
T). In 1973, as in previous years, nearly twice as
great a proportion of illegitimate (12.8 percent)
as legitimate births (6.8 percent) weighed 2,500
grams or less at birth. Although the proportion
of low birth weight is greater for illegitimate
than for legitimate births for both major race
groups, the difference among black births is less
than one-half that among white births (24 per-
cent versus 60 percent). However, among births
to younger mothers (white mothers 15 years
or younger and black mothers 16 years or
younger), there was a slightly higher proportion
of low birth weight among legitimate births.

The difference in percent low birth weight
by legitimacy status cannot be attributed solely



Table T. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less by legitimacy status, age of mother, and race: total of 38 reporting States and the
District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]
All races? White Black

Age of mother Legit- | llegit- || Legit- | Megit- | Legit- | Negit-

imate imate imate imate imate | imate
TOTaL eeeeecrrrnrreteecrsrerercecsrneresesaessonreesssarserentsesrasnr e anessesanessaneessannates 6.8 12.8 L 6.2 9.9 11.9 14.8

=

UNABE 15 YBATS eeveieeeirracceierreietrseteesaeesssetresonssssaseessaesesonssssusenssessassasnosassseses 14.0 16.0 12.6 12.2 20.2 176
85 12.7 7.3 9.4 14.0 14.8
10.9 13.1 10.0 9.3 17.0 156.2
9.9 12.7 9.1 9.3 158 149
9.0 12.7 8.3 9.1 14.9 15.0
8.5 12.6 7.6 9.7 14.1 14.6
7.7 124 6.9 9.6 129 143
6.6 126 59 9.7 11.6 14.6
25-29 years 6.0 12.7 5.5 10.4 11.1 14.5
30-34 years 6.6 13.2 6.1 116 10.9 14.4
35-39 years 8.0 15.7 7.2 14.2 12.3 16.9
40-44 years 9.0 15.6 8.2 18.6 13.1 13.6
45-48 years 9.2 16.1 9.0 9.3 10.3 23.3

Uncludes races other than white and black.

to the difference in socioeconomic status be-
tween these two groups. The percent low birth
weight was higher among illegitimate than among
legitimate births for all educational levels for
both racial groups (table U). The differential was
greater for white than for black births, ranging
from 27 to 109 percent among white births and
from 18 to 46 percent among black births. The
differential increased with increasing levels of
education among mothers who had more than 8
years of schooling.

Prenatal Care

Mothers of legitimate births are more likely
to seek prenatal care and to seek it at an earlier
stage of pregnancy than are mothers of illegiti-
mate births (table V). The vast majority of
legitimate births (75 percent) were to mothers
who began prenatal care by the third month of
pregnancy, while less than half (39.5 percent)
of the illegitimate births were to mothers who
began care during the first trimester of preg-
nancy. Only 1.0 percent of legitimate births
were to mothers who had no prenatal care, as
opposed to 5.2 percent of illegitimate births.
The same variations are observed when the data
are examined by race, but the differences are
smaller among black births.

Tabie U. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less by educa-
tional attainment of mother, legitimacy status, and
race: total of 33 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Race and years of school com- T WLegit- liegit-
otal § . -
pleted by mother imate | imate

Allraces? .o, 7.6 6.8 129
0-8B VEAIS coevveeecersrcnssrscssssnsesesressisnnens 10.6 94 14.4
9-11 years 10.1 89 135
T2 YBAIS c.ueeveriaecrirmsnnnsiessraceeeesssanennas 6.8 6.3 11.7
13-15 years 59 5.6 10.9
16 YEArs OF MOTE cccovurevnmsercseeravnmmnnnns 5.0 5.0 1.2

WHIte. .. eeereeereecersrereeencessennarens 6.4 6.1 9.9
0-8 YRAIS .cceereeanrnrersrersercsenssesssinsrssans 9.1 8.7 11.9
9-11 years ..ccceervacrseneen. 8.4 8.1 10.3
12 years 58 5.7 8.8
13-15 years 5.1 5.1 8.1
16 YEArs OF MO ..civecereeerraceneassersasaen 4.6 4.6 9.6

B1aCK woeeecireieerreesenesierstannsnnes 13.2 118 149
0-8 VRArS ceceeierrcrisetaecsiensecsaniesssennenn 15.2 13.7 16.3
9-11 vyears ... 14.5 13.1 15.5
T2 YIS .evvrereanrenenssensonnsenacssmmsaarnsanees 12.2 11.3 13.6
13-15 vears ccvievececrnnenns 11.1 10.4 12.8
16 YEars OF MOTE .ccueeeieeeecernmesiinsncanres 9.5 1{ g1 13.3

1includes races other than white and black.
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Table V. Percent distribution of live births by month of pregnancy prenatal care began, by legitimacy status and

reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

race: total of 33

Race and month of pregnancy Legit- | Ilegit-

prenatal care began imate | imate
ATLFACEST o..ovieeeeve it eves et s sbees s e se e s s e esas bt st s e b aas s aess s ae e b Ras e eaee s s st R re R re bt st s e nsmenerene 100.0 | 100.0
R 2 e I 1 e T2 T PP ET U TOPP T 46.5 19.3
b s B2 e T ) o ¢ O OO 28.5 20.2
4th-6th month .. 20.2 41.6
7th-9th month .. 3.8 13.7
No prenatal care.. 1.0 6.2
L = N 100.0 100.0
48.2 19.0
28.9 19.7
18.7 39.7
34 16.4
0.8 5.2
1 Yot U U P OO U PPN 100.0 100.0
TST-2 MONTEN ceaeeicciiirie ittt entee v s et eavsbeeraant b oaeesor e bereatnaatsnasnassstontsnrnsasassaestsnrsnsnsssrssnresinentssnssassssionsssntananasnonsas 33.8 19.6
3d month....... 25.4 20.7
4th-6th month .. 31.8 43.1
7th-9th month .. . 6.7 11.6
INO PIFENATAI CAIE..eveverieeneiireeeririrrererssieiesseraertnestnesiaaassentaentssnatansssnesttnassassssesttssssnntssssonsetonststsnnesatsrassassssontsessnenatsssssatsssnnns 2.4 5.0

ncludes races other than white and black.

ONONO)
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Table 1. Percent of births to mothers completing 12 or more years of school by live-birth order, age of mother, and race: total of 41
reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes}

Live-birth order

Age of mother and race Total 8th

1st 2d 3d 4th 5th 6th 7th | and

over
Al FACESY cerereeeceeeceetieececsecasaeneessar e sassrasessssasaenenas 69.4 || 707 ] 76.1 | 69.1 | 61.3 ] 5640 | 48.0 | 43.7 ) 35.5
15-19 YOAIS. . trerremseaccerirriterssaceseansessnnesessnnase 36.0 [} 399 | 235 | 130 99 * - * *
2024 YEATS..cocerreeeereraasaserssasensanetonmmrsssmuaerraraseeasstessernasen 755 {883} 740 | 504 | 30.7{ 21.3§ 155 | 139 | 329
25-29 YRAIS . ereersrsnserersssesseneseosssssvansons 828 ||936| 905 | 785 | 618 | 4563 | 31.0] 254 | 163
B0-34 YOAIS..cereiicrneeeestsrsrterastnsserecsssantesernsasensersssnasassssyisassransesssne 774 11899 ] 888 | 833} 75.2 | 639} 524 | 428 | 298
35-39 YOAIS.uciieerrvrrersrsarerervencsssomuesssronsesarssssernarssinsrassnssssesiaas 670 ]819 ] 806 | 769 ] 724 | 664 | 61.2 | 534 | 39.2
40 years and over ... 589 || 7591 724 | 699 | 685 | 64.1 | 593 | 56.2 | 428
WWHiIte s ciiiieicc st cssnn s sne s e esre e nnnss tnne st srennses eanssssne s s snnes 733 || 744 787 | 722 | 649 | 583 | 536 | 506 | 46.3
15-19 years 383|424 | 215 8.3 8.4 - - * *
20-24 YIS s ueerirresrenetassssnsserssssontasaesssstsses orssasasssrasesassansssrasssssan 7781/ 89%.0 ) 751 | 65615 | 305 | 196 | 13,0} 122 | 449
25-29 YRAS...ueerissrsvaserissenstsmserisssnniiessssssesinassssassessasesennsssasssates sinas 850 |{941 ]| 91.2 | 797 | 636 | 476 | 336 | 302]| 246
3034 YOAIS.cueecrrrererarssnanerssnsassoraeseessatsarsones 805 |[906°] 896 | 844 | 768 | 668 | 568 | 488 | 38.9
35-39 years... 710 || 833] 8.1} 778 | 738 | 684 | 64.7 | 58.1 | 493
40 years and over 64.7 || 775 | 741 | 722} 702 | 658 | 63.0] 60.8| 53.4
BIACK rtirieiiisiiicsssntermnvtssanee s ase srcs s s et senssaaasunnsn sannses 515 (5211 6065 | 540] 468 | 405 340 | 298| 20.7
1519 YBAIS..ccecierirssnseesirsaneetsnicsessmsisesanssrannsnessoseossbanssnossunesssnnsserss 309§} 331 271 | 17.1 | 108 * - * *
20-24 YRAIS..ceerierirenetsincnreriraesssanetsersesansrieessssaeaneseneranmnans 65.3 )| 848 | 69.0 ] 478 | 31.0] 23.1 ] 169 | 145| 198
25-28 YAIS.ccretrercersmsirascsnmtrseersnantesessassssesassssananansas 66.2 || 878 ] 826 | 69.7 ] 546 | 39.6 | 27.3] 20.7 | 10.6
30-34 years 579 |183.0| 808 | 73.1| 626 | 505 | 39.6 | 30.8 | 20.1
35-39 YEAIS...eeriiissrnniscosratsnrmssssennasesosanassranassrsbenas snasasennsisersrtnnsraane 48,0 |} 69.7 | 745 | 69.3 | 629 | 652 | 459 | 405 | 238
B0 YEArS AN OVEY wecuerericieerinerrerntiesimsaaeessnassenssssesstmmesesssesssusnnornsass 3651675 615 | 549 | 56.1 | 53.1 ] 434 ) 37.3| 216

Yncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 2. Percent distribution of live births by educational attainment of father, age of father, and race: total of 41 reporting States and
the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes ]

Years of school completed by father

Age of father and race Total 12 or more
08 | 9-11
Total || 12 | 1345 |180r
more

AN FACEST oottt ee st e e s bt 1000 || 74| 166 759 || 422| 159 | 178

18T YBIS..vieeerieieeeeitereeeeeresreaesrsetees soetteraeassraeseasssmsaseesasvuessersnsbsmtesesssbonsicsrsn 100.0 6.4 | 45.0 48,7 || 43.9 4.7 0.1
20248 YBATS .. urereeireeerairirnreeeriessieeareassteessaastaasesasrnsesaronnntesasssaetsasesesrnmseessianasinn 100.0 5.4 | 20.0 74.7 || 50.1 17.6 7.0
25.29 years..... 100.0 53] 11.8 828 || 40.6 18.7 235
30-34 years..... 100.0 7.4 1 12.2 80.4 {{ 37.6 16.2 27.6
B8-39 YRAIS...cuureeereeentresoanreerseesssnrasesarraassassaneserossnessasasasesasessnan 1000 || 13.2 | 14.6 72.2 || 36.9 12.5 228
BO-B4 YOATS...vieececiiieaeeairieereesrvsneeesasnnaessrcosnrnosresarssarsassecsstensinnsines 100.0 || 20.0 | 15.3 64.8 || 34.3 109 19.6
45-49 years..... 1000 || 264 | 17.8 55.8 || 30.0 9.7 16.1
50-54 years........ .. | 100.0 )i 34.0 | 15.2 50.8 || 28.3 9.1 13.4
BE YEAIS ANT OV «.oveniiiveeeiiiiireieireieetirtrtneeeientessersaraesrstnsertrassnserennsnsornnnsaseneansees 100.0 §) 49.4 | 14.0 36.6 || 20.9 6.3 9.4
WWRITE oot ieceveateeeeseereeeeeeesesere e sssanmnsamnanresesaaas et ssmssansmusneresnnebenersnn 100.0 7.1t 153 775 || 41.8 16.5 19.2

15-19 years..... ——s e eetttbuanaaeabesaseeenantttt aaesaantetersrnant s resnraennrnaans 100.0 6.8 1| 445 48.6 || 44.0 4.5 0.1
20-24 years..... 100.0 55| 19.0 755 || 49.6 18.2 7.7
25-29 years..... 100.0 5.2 10.7 84.1 || 40.0 1241 25.0
3034 YOATS.ceceriirreeeeeerraeerersvescsirmaeseasreeaeerasarterssnarersasaarateseasnarannss 100.0 711 11.0 819 || 374 15.6 289
3539 YBAIS.cciveeieeiieieceiesrecreiecsesrereete s s rans e esssnas s e s e saacessnsannesnsae st neesn 100.0 |{ 125 | 13.0 745 || 374 13.0 24,1
40-44 years..... 1000 || 185 | 139 67.6 || 348 11.3 21.4
45-49 years..... 100.0 || 24.4 | 165 59.1 || 30.7 10.5 17.9
50-54 years........... ..| 100.0 || 314 | 13.8 548 || 29.3 10.0 15.5
B5 YEAIS @NGT OVEI ..vveeiieeeveerieeieneirieesesersarstrermueassasseesseatsantsrasanessiaseeessnnnissnsonases 100.0 || 43.7 | 14.2 42.1 23.8 6.9 1.4
BIACK cuttreeeriiieressaetreearissseseiessraserrsaseaessassrnssesesssasassessaseesssasassaasaesionnens 100.0 93| 26.5 64.1 || 46.1 120 6.0

T5-T Y BAIS e iieeeiieeceeiriieteiiteeereseeesasesssasasbensasaeaaasaassssneasersasansbansnsnesrannnsrerosnnasn 100.0 40| 474 48.6 || 43.4 5.1 0.1
20-24 years.. ... | 100.0 45| 259 69.7 || 52.8 13.8 3.1
25720 YBAIS.ceectiiireriiteeaereisteraasrrsaee s et e e e st arete e e rasee s naseeasareneae s aaresvenranasaen 100.0 7.0 227 70.3 (] 47.5 14.3 8.5
B0-34 YRATS ..o etveeeeertrereaierrrearseacaeessassaeasenasrataen st rreeea s rateaas sbnnaeserbarnenaessrentn 100.0 || 11.2 | 241 64.7 || 42.1 12.1 10.5
35-39 years.. 100.0 1 184 | 274 54.3 || 36.3 9.5 8.5
40-44 years 100.0 || 28.9 | 246 465 )] 31.2 8.4 6.9
45-49 years 100.0 || 35.1 | 24.6 40.1 )| 27.7 6.2 6.2
50-54 years........... ...{ 1000 |l 43.0] 21.1 359 | 25.3 5.5 5.1
55 YEArs NG OVEF .coeeeiiieieeriiirceetiieeitesseeneterevunaesrnaseseroeseseerassnssssnssresssrsnesrssonness 100.0 || 57.9 | 16.2 258 || 15.3 5.8 4.8

LIncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 3. Percent distribution of live births by educational attainment of mother, age of mother, and race: total of 41 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Years of school completed by mother

Age of mother and race Total 12 or more
08 | 9-11 16 or
Total || 12 |} 1315 °
more

All races? ...oveeeevemeeee reeerrereesseneasnreresssnentessesaentanesarsansaseen 100.0 6.7 | 24.0 69.4 || 45.4 14.0 100

15-19 vears....... Leeenrerescecsresesassestereessasnrtiestenasenrateeesravttiesesesnrnateesararecnnasseraasseran 100.0 85 | 65.4 36.0 |} 33.3 2.6 0.1
20-24 years eeresetearestseanaroesran ettt rae b rnns e br et bter i st ananet b enassrtanrstianassrban 100.0 48 | 19.7 75.5 || 64.2 16.6 4.7
25-29 YRAIS....uveeeecrriannieisnscrenraesessentersmesastararesssssnsessns 100.0 48 | 124 828 |l 45.1 18.8 18.9
30-34 years 100.0 7.5 | 15.0 77.4 || 42.7 15.1 19.6
35-39 Years..cccieercmetcerrenceeernariannanes 100.0 |{] 139 | 19.1 67.0 || 42.6 119 125
40 years and over 100.0 |} 20.6 | 20.6 58.9 || 39.6 10.0 9.3
LR cesuecee e srcecoencnntmtiecestsaneaeaessssaansesssnnnessasssnrusanesonsnsnesaanssns sasenmseessoas 100.0 6.0 | 20.7 73.3 || 47.1 15.1 11.1

1519 YATS. .o ciirticercecrcemctsmssee e s raessn s e saane s smte s smns e smt e s s st ramees seamenansntsaen 100.0 8.7 | 53.1 38.3 || 35.7 2.5 0.1
2024 YRATS..ueereirrsccsermsssarscsiessssaseemressorsnmeesossessennessesse ... | 100.0 46 | 17.7 77.8 || 65.5 17.3 5.0
2520 YOATS.eoieeererreeerrarcerrrreacsssonseeesessserenascesasntasaeessssraseessesaassenesssiessssnareressassrane 100.0 43 | 10.7 86.0 || 45.8 19.6 19.9
B0-34 YBAIS..cuuiireeercsneertissartcresssrsussessaranteessessasssasessassasereesssesssasesnes sernsaseranssssrans 100.0 6.6 | 129 80.5 || 43.8 15.9 20.8
35-39 years........... ...] 1000 || 126 | 164 71.0 || 448 129 13.3
A0 YEAIS BNU OVET cco..ereerieerrernensareeesariesserennssseesesassasnssssssesssasensessssssasnsssnassessmssns 1000 |§ 179 | 174 64.7 || 43.2 11.1 10.3
BIACK toveeceisinenrenrrresienerae e rensteensssssenenaes 100.0 9.1 | 394 515 || 38.9 9.1 3.5

1519 YEBAS...iitrcrrrcaan e rrriecsirssenemrsns s anecetaasassnasenssaneesamnsasesnasssesassansanascssanssessase 100.0 8.2 { 61.0 309 {| 27.9 29 0.0
20-24 years 100.0 54 | 29.2 65.3 || 49.0 13.5 2.8
2529 YBAIS....cereereriiessrcneeerssssssereecassonsessrassssmsnesasssssnsesesersssasaennsans 100.0 76 | 26.2 66.2 || 45.0 12.8 8.4
30-34 years 100.0 || 12.3 | 298 57.9 |1 39.3 10.2 8.4
3539 YBATS..ociiirreirtrrerasirrnessirsessnerrestssastsesaessernanssarsn e et saessansaareesansarannasesasasstnee 100.0 || 18.6 | 33.4 480 || 34.3 7.5 6.3
40 YRAIS @NM OVET ...eceeeririeseirecnsiiesseearssessessesssssanscssasssesmassssnnsesetsasssanssasssoassnrsnes 100.0 |j 29.0 | 345 36.5 || 26.3 5.6 45

1Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 4. Median birth weight and percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less, by race and sex: United States, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1973,

and

1975

[See Technical Notes]

Race and sex 1975 1973 1970 1965 1960 | 1975 | 1973 ] 1970 | 1965 | 1960
Median weight in grams1 Percent weighing 2,500 grams or less
3,320 | 3,310} 3,300 | 3,290 ] 3,310 7.4 7.6 7.8 8.3 7.7
3,390 | 3,380 | 3,360 | 3,350 | 3,370 6.8 6.9 7.3 7.6 7.1
3,260 | 3,250 | 3,240 | 3,230 | 3,250 8.1 8.3 8.6 9.0 8.4
3,360 | 3,350 { 3,330 | 3,320 | 3,340 6.3 6.4 6.8 7.2 6.8
3,430 | 3420 3,390 | 3,380 | 3,400 5.8 59 6.3 6.6 6.3
3,300 | 3,290 | 3,270 | 3,260 | 3,280 6.8 7.0 7.4 7.8 7.4
3,160 | 3,150 | 3,140 | 3,130 | 3,150 12.2 125 13.3 13.8 12.8
3,210 | 3,210 ) 3,190 | 3,180 | 3,210 11.2 11.4 12.2 12.4 11.6
3,100 { 3,100 | 3,080 | 3,070 | 3,100 13.4 13.7 14.4 15.1 14.1
3,140 | 3,140 | 3,120 --- --- 13.1 13.3 13.9 --- ---
3,200 | 3,190 | 3,180 .- --- 1.9 12.0 12.7 .- ...
3,080 | 3,080 ] 3,070 .- ---1 144 145.] 15.1 --- .-

1Computed to nearest 10 grams on exact conversion of interval from pounds and ounces.
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Table 5. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less by place of residence and race for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan coun-

ties: United States, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1973, and 1975

[See Technical Notes]

Race and place of residence

All other
All races White
Type of county and year Total ) Black
Bal- Bal- Bal-
All Urban All Urban | ance All Urban ance All Urban |ance
areas || places?! areas || places® | of areas || places! | of areas || places! | of
area area area
United States
1975 74 8.0 6.7 6.3 6.4 6.1 12.2 126} 11.2 | 131 13.4 | 123
1973 ccccretencrncercsrrnannerssane 7.6 8.1 6.9 6.4 6.6 6.3 | 125 1301 115 | 133 136 | 12.4
970 e e s e enenen 79 8.5 7.2 6.8 7.0 66 | 133 13.7 ] 120 | 139 142 | 128
1965 8.3 8.9 7.5 7.2 7.4 69 | 138 146 | 12.1 --- --- .-
1960....coreccermmnecncraeranenneseren 7.7 8.3 7.0 6.8 7.1 6.5 | 128 139 11.0 --- --- ---
Metropolitan counties “
19765.. 7.6 8.1 6.4 6.3 6.4 59| 125 127 ]| 11.0 | 132 134 | 121
1973.. 7.7 8.2 6.4 6.4 6.6 6.0 | 12.7 13.0)| 109 | 134 136 | 119
1970.. 8.1 8.6 6.9 6.9 7.0 65| 13.6 138 | 120 | 144 143 | 12.8
1965., 8.5 9.1 7.3 7.3 7.5 6.8 145 1481 129 --- --- --
1960... 8.0 8.4 6.8 6.9 71 6.4 | 13.7 140} 121 ... - .-
Nonmetropolitan counties

1975 ccemrecncereresssaneneeessnnnes 7.1 7.5 6.9 6.3 6.5 62| 116 1251 11.3 | 12.7 13.2 | 124
1973 7.3 76 7.2 6.5 6.5 65| 119 1274 11.7 | 128 13.2 ]| 126
1970...cciiiiinans 7.6 79 75 6.8 6.9 681 124 1341 121 13.1 139 | 128
1965 78 8.3 7.7 7.0 74 6.9 12.2 1341 118 ... - ---
1960 7.3 7.7 7.2 6.7 7.0 66| 111 13.1| 106 .- —-- .-

Iplaces with 10,000 residents or more in 1960 for the years 1960 and 1965 and 10,000 residents or more in 1970 for 1970-75.
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Table 6. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less, by age of mother, educational attainment of mother, and race: total of 41
reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Years of school completed by mother

Age of mother and race Total 16 Less 12
0-8 | 9-11 12 13-15 or than or

more 12 more

AlLTACES o oereeiiie et teeee e saeste e vai e s esbvesasssesasnanen 7.7 || 104 ] 103 6.9 59 5.1 | 10.3 6.4

15-19 vears............. 10.1 11.7 | 109 8.4 8.6 1.4 | 11.0 8.4
20-24 years..... 7.3 9.7 2.8 6.7 5.8 5.2 9.8 6.4
25-29 years.... 6.4 8.9 9.5 6.3 55 4.8 9.3 5.8
30-34 years 7.0 9.2 9.9 6.7 6.3 5.3 9.6 6.3
35-39 years 8.5 || 10.5 | 10.8 7.8 6.9 6.3 | 10.6 7.3
40-44 years.... 9.2 |{ 106 | 10.7 8.6 7.2 7.2 t 10.7 8.2
45-49 years 10.1 929 | 13.0 6.7 13.2 10.1 {1 11.4 8.4
White 6.5 9.0 8.6 5.9 5.2 4.7 8.7 5.6

15-19 years 8.1 || 10.2 8.7 6.7 741 10.0 89 6.7
20-24 years 6.1 8.8 8.3 5.7 4.9 4.6 8.4 5.4
25-29 years.... 5.7 7.7 8.2 5.7 5.1 4,5 8.1 5.3
30-34 years.... 6.3 8.4 8.6 6.1 5.8 5.0 8.5 5.7
35-39 years.......... 7.6 9.3 9.8 7.0 6.4 5.5 9.6 6.6
40-44 years.......... 8.5 9.8 | 100 8.4 6.1 6.7 2.9 7.7
AB-4O YEANS ..eeiiireeecrieceiitrerasirinrereeinasresesteeteeassasneten srnanesernnensarssssanen 9.2 83 | 144 5.4 12.6 105 | 11.3 7.5
BIACK. .1ieeeeeeereeaiserieseiserrmrsneesseseres e eseaaa s s anensn et reraesnnees e e eean 13.3 || 15.0 | 14.7 | 12.2 11.0 9.5 | 14.8 11.8

TB-1O YAIS cuveeeiicernirireresnrmeeriariaraeesssarareesreanssreesastnseransrsnnsesensssnsessessesans 148 [ 16.7 | 15.4 | 13.3 1.6 115 | 15.4 13.2
20-24 YOAIS c..veeerrecneeereeieietinieniaraaaaiarasirmnarranattrasrterarna e st rensen s nnnasranntes 129 )| 141 | 145 | 12.2 11.2 9.7 | 145 11.9
2529 YBAIS c..eeeeceeiirecieaereeeceiease s s et e e s s aeasbeav b benestn e s res e e aneannrrarasteensnes 119 || 143 | 136 | 115 10.2 9.0 | 13.7 11.0
30-34 years.... 12.0 f| 13.1 | 13.7 | 111 11.1 9.4 | 135 10.9
35-39 years.... 128 |1 13.7 | 13.3 | 121 10.7 11.3 1 134 11.8
4044 years............. 123 || 12.3 | 12.7 | 109 16.0 123 | 125 11.8
4589 YBAIS c..eeeeeeeiieneeaaeierassrnsenntrereaeensseeesesaaaaesssnessbsnnraterrarestaesenatnrassan 13.7 || 143 | 105 | 154 17.6 -1 124 15.5

lIncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 7. Median number of prenatal visits and percent distribution of births by month of pregnancy prenatal care began, by age of
mother, and race: total of 42 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

[

Month of pregnancy
prenatal care began

Median
number
Age of mother and race of Total \ " e No

isitel st- th- th- | pre-

visits 2d | 3¢ | 6th | oth |nata

care
ATLTACES? et seciremessssssasssssssesssssesssnssensssssssnssassassesesasesasnns 10.6 | 100.0 L 438 | 270 | 226 5.2 1.5
UNAET 15 YBAIS .cuveemeeeceerieaeerreceaereraseransserasssssesresssnsasassanassornassssanmsssnmmsssnsssssnnanes 73 (10001t 140 | 168 | 466 | 168 5.7
P19 YOAIS..cccivtrereecrremriasesssersiaesasssnsersssanesssesassssmstss banssontunssnesssssonsssnsasssssanenes 9.2 11000 27.3 | 25.2 | 36.0 9.0 2.5
20-24 YArS..uereerrencarersacrrasnns 10.7 1000} 45.0 { 27.5 | 21.3 4.8 1.4
2529 YRAS..ceeireerarerrissssronterersasnermtssarsanteatesssemsaseresensepssnessossannarses 11.2 11000 |} 525 | 274 | 16.0 3.2 0.9
B0-34 YRAIS.u.veerrereccersreecettrareesssensttnnsssssrnsessinasesssaneesssassensaass 109 110004 488 | 278 | 185 3.8 1.1
35-39 years 103 10001 414 | 274 | 23.7 5.6 1.8
40-44 years 98 1000} 33.9 | 26.4 | 294 7.4 28
45-49 years.....ccceeerreeeean 9.1 11000{ 254 1 26.1 | 36.3 9.5 2.7
White 109 110001 471 | 278 | 19.7 43 1.1
UNAEr 15 YIS .oviceiiiiannciireiiieireansensnsoresmneesssssessssssssssnuesersassssrasssssssssesssasssnsnsanss 8.0 | 1000|| 14.7 | 181 | 453 | 165 5.4
15-19 years 98 | 1000} 30.2 | 26.8 | 33.2 8.0 1.9
20-24 years 11.0 ) 100.0}| 48.1 | 28.2 | 18.7 40 10
25-29 years 114 11000 |} 54.7 | 27.7 | 14.2 2.7 0.6
30-34 years 11.1 [ 1000 51.0 | 28.3 | 16.6 3.2 0.8
35-39 years 10.6 | 1000} 438 | 279 | 218 5.0 1.5
40-44 years...... 10.1 | 1000 |} 36.1 | 27.0 | 279 6.7 2.2
B5-49 YRATS..ciereiceerrreesersrreassmvasssrsameesasatreosasensmaseesanaretennesseanes 95 | 100.0})| 268 | 27.9 | 34.7 8.6 19
BIACK aeerieemerieerreiecerrecaemeae s srnaee 8.6 | 100014 28.2 | 23.2 | 36.1 9.0 34
Under 15 years.. 6.9 | 100.0j] 134 | 16,2 | 476 | 168 5.9
TB-TO YRS ..ueueeeieirieeeiereneesrreaesarensessanannernasessanmessammesbemmas ssmmmsresensrstemmessemmases saanes 7.7 ] 10001} 204 | 214 | 43.3 | 11.0 3.9
2024 YRBIS...cveeeireenmntennnsersernetetnnnsesaneressrnmtsssarassommseserasassssanesninnnes 8.8 | 100.0]| 30.2 | 241 | 340 8.5 3.2
25-29 years 9.6 ] 100.0|| 36.5 | 24.7 | 29.4 6.8 2.6
30-34 years 94 | 1000} 35.1 | 24.3 | 30.8 7.0 2.8
35-39 years 89 | 1000{| 29.8 | 24.6 | 33.7 85 3.3
40-44 Years....cccevereresosnenes 8.6 § 1000 248 | 241 | 35.6 | 10.2 5.4
A5-4 YEAIS..cuuursrraerssiinnerissanceeriarssesoasesssrastsnstassssssnsensassestnnseessessssnsanes 8.1 ] 1000)| 213 | 200 | 416 | 128 4.4

lpased on information from 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia. Excludes births to mothers with no visits.

2Includes races

other than white and black.
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Table 8. Median number of prenatal visits and percent distribution of births by month of pregnancy prenatal care began, by live-birth
order and race: total of 42 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

T Month of pregnancy
Median prenatal care began
number
Live-birth order and race of Total No
visits? 1st- 4th- 7th- | pre-
2d 3d 6th 9th | natal
care
AlLTECESZ ..oeeeeerteeeevs e vesa e eea st s e sse s e e st st ensn o 10.6 { 100.0]| 438 | 27.0 | 226 | 5.2 1.5
FIrst DIrTNS oottt ee s snree s rr e s s s sesraessraasssseenaan 10.7 | 1000 44.3 | 268 | 229 4.8 1.2
SECONA DIMTRS c.ueeeeicicrieitei it ree e ere e e s s ee e eres st re s re srseens s s tnressassassresans 108 ] 1000}t 48.2 | 278 | 189 4.0 1.2
THIPA DIFTRS c.eeiii ettt ce e renecrcre et ee e re s s s s e e e srana e s vnessbseseeessrannsesrans 105 1 10001l 442 | 278 | 21.7 4.7 1.5
Fourth births, 10.1 | 1000 | 38.7 | 27.3 | 25.7 6.1 21
Fifth births................... 9.6 1000 342 26.7 | 289 7.6 2.7
Sixth births and OVer.........cceevieeveeiicveecieereeinieeas 8.7 110004 266 | 23.6 | 34.2 | 11.1 4.5
WHITE Lottt ee e st eee e s v e e s ans e as e s st baees s nseas e vomnrbenns 109 | 1000 471 ] 278 | 19.7 4.3 1.1

11.0 | 1000 475 | 27.3 | 20.2 4.1 0.9
11.1 1 100.0{| 61.2 | 285 | 16.4 3.2 0.8
108 { 1000l 47.2 | 28.6 { 19.2 3.8 1.1

Second births
Third births ...

FOUMH DIITRS. .ttt e ees s craeir st et s see st anese e reaesssenemtarnes 104 | 1000 414 | 28.4 | 23.3 5.3 1.6
FIFth DIrtNS et e vt reee e ee e see s e emene e asane s e e e eens 10.0 ] 100.0|| 365 | 27.9 | 26.5 6.8 2.3
Sixth DIrths @Nd OVEF ... ..ccociiiiiieiiis et r e s eeee e bb e bbnretessmenens 9.2 11000 286 | 24.7 | 322 | 106 3.9

BIACK .ottt e et s e e et s e e s s anae 8.6 11000 28.2 | 23.2 | 36.1 9.0 34
FIrST DIFTRS oottt ettt e te et e se s e esanaeesbeesamansesnesssans 8.7 11000} 281 | 239 | 37.2 8.2 26
Second births 8.7 100.0) 30.6 | 23.4 | 34.0 8.6 3.5
THird BIFINS c..eeiiieere e e ecne e ree e sene 8.7 1 1000 29.4 | 239 | 34.2 8.7 3.8
Fourth births. 841 1000 279 | 231 35.8 9.1 4.2
Fifth births................ 8.3 1 100.0|f 26.6 | 229 | 37.0 9.6 3.9
Sixth births and over [T 7.6 11000 2241 21.3| 3381 [ 115 5.6

1Based on information from 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia. Excludes births to mothers with no visits.
Includes races other than white and black.
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Table 9. Percent distribution of live births by month of pregnancy prenatal care began, educational attainment of mother, and
race: total of 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Month of pregnancy
prenatal care began

Years of school completed by mother and race Total No
1st- ad 4th- 7th- | pre-
2d 6th 9th |natal

care

ALLTEEES L.t tcceetreea s ce st et s erac e sa s et ssasseas s banterenasas emarebemasesanaenes 1000 || 433 ] 27.2 | 230 | 5.2 1.3

0-8 years........... 100.0 || 26.4 | 23.1 | 35.1 | 11.7 3.7
9-11 years . 100.0 {| 30.2 | 26.1 | 33.6 8.8 23
T2 YRArS wuueeiieecrracensinrneeecrassnensssassnas 1000 || 46.3 | 28.6 | 20.5 3.8 0.8
13-15 YBarS..ccvcreeerimeresrenes 1000 || 53.7 { 278 | 153 2.8 0.4
16 years or more 1000 || 600 | 269 | 11.3 1.7 0.2
LESS ThAN T2 YBAIS c..vecmereenserscsessastssssssssessssessssssssesssasssstassastessstessesasees 1000 || 20.4 | 24.7 | 339 | 94| 286
12 YBAIS OF IMOV..uiirrreteeseeeueessaesseerserssessnsessoassssmnssseatsresssnnsnsssesssensmaes 100.0 || 49.7 | 28.2 | 18.2 3.3 0:7
WHILE «ceecerericeeeirteecreereeseissensesesnnnsasmmmesseransermmseesatareesanareranens 1000 §l 47.0 | 282 | 188 4.1 0.8

-8 YRS e vtieeeeerrctieriescnnt s aascssmnetsessansesteassssnntresrasssarnasesssessasrarassssasaserenssiosenasersessssensernetas 1000 {{ 285 | 244 | 33.0 | 11.0 3.0
9-11 years... 100.0 || 339 | 26.8 | 30.2 7.6 1.5
T2 Y OANS veureireeerrraccsnesanensssransesmmneeonnnsrermsareeseenessesnresesnnnassren 1000 || 49.3 | 294 | 178 3.0 0.5
T-18 YBAIS e eeieciiiaeiierrsterrraecsostanersesseteraesesesnasesrmassrstasessesssnarasesn s saransaren sersnntsnrassssbanseses 1000 || 559 | 28.1 | 13.6 2.2 0.3
18 years or more et raseeetssreetaeresehnat e reasaeatatan sanretbare A hn st s aetstnnesinseattesprennserhearstan 100.0 §| 61.1 27.0 | 104 1.4 0.1
Less than 12 Years ..eeevicrsenneeennens ermeesessetersiesteesuassstantteranannnasaraeteennasriyanteronnterraseenenetrnrantan 1000 || 32.7 | 26.3 | 30.8 8.3 1.8
T2 YIS OF MOTCu.ursueereiieerraseeseecsarsseeesasarsersessessonaesssessssransessesassasserasaserasssnessessasseranassssnssens 1000 || 52.4 | 288 | 15.8 2.6 0.4
BlACK. 1ieteiiiiccretirresiirnetieressaee s eessunarseessanaasaneasesraneaesassssnateesnasssannntearasassnntaesenssrrane 1000 || 27.2 | 22.7 | 371 9.6 3.4

08B YBAIS covvtrmrtiiiersiarresaecacsassertuennensnrnsteroasee et asesotnaseatantraraeetsrasears nanasssasassasasesanassannnsansrnnnes 10001} 198 | 195 | 42.1 | 134 5.3
9-11 vyears... 1000 214 ) 212 ] 418 | 11.4 4.2
12 years...... 1000 || 30.2 | 242 | 348 8.1 2.7
13-15 years.......... .. | 1000 |l 39.2 | 26.0 | 276 6.5 1.6
T Y EAIS OF ITIO .. iiiieeiriaeeerreeanerseassassasmessremssssramsosaanuersemusossnnsossonssssenssssesssarassserssnssssnasssnnne 1000 |} 524 ) 25.0 | 18.2 3.7 0.7
LSS ThaN T2 YIS cieveerrerearerrereerscassssmenstasemressestesessamesraaeesssasasss sasssssoessasssnnsnsasssvansesnssessssne 10001 211 | 208 | 419 | 11.8 4.4
T2 YEAIS OF MOCC,...cevererereerrreciersesssssrerrerssreeasssssssssessassaassarssentonsarsssner eveererarenrreserearaerraener 10001} 33.3 ] 244 | 324 7.6 2.3

l1ncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 10. Percent distribution of live births by attendant and place of delivery, race, and place of residence: United States, 1960, 1970, 1973, and 1975

{See Technical Notes]

Year and place of residence

1975 1973 1970 1960
Race and attendant and place of delivery Bal- Bal- Bal- Bal-
United Urban1 ar;cf:e United | Urban az«f:e United Url:uan:l agcf:e United Urban1 ar‘;:e
1

States | places coun- States | places coun- States | places coun- States 1 places coun-

try try try try
All FBCES .uivvcreirerserierrintiresssics s ee st s nesain e 100.0 100.0 { 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Physician In hospital? 98.7 98.8 98.7 99.3 99.5 99.0 99.4 99.6 99.0 96.6 98.3 94.7
Physician not in hospital, 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 12 0.8 1.6
Midwife ...... 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.7 20 0.8 3.5
Other and not specified 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2
WhiIte ..o s e 100.0 100.0 { 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Physician in hospital? 98.9 98.8 99.0 99.5 99.6 99.5 99.7 99.7 929.7 98.8 99.1 98.3
Physician not 1n hospital 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 a1 0.1 0.7 0.5 1.0
Midwife 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 04 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.5
Other and not specified 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2
Al OThEr ... oot carisassne e seeaees 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0
Physician in hospital? 98.1 988 96.3 98.3 99.3 958 978 99.4 93.8 85.0 94,5 68.0
Physician not in hospital. 0.6 04 1.0 03 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 a.5 3.5 2.3 5.4
Midwife 08 0.3 23 1.2 0.3 3.5 1.8 0.4 5.5 1.0 2.8 26,7
Other and not specified 05 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.8
Black ... e e 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 --- .- .-
Physician in hosprtai? 98.0 98.8 95.7 98.2 99.2 95.1 97.6 99.4 92,7 --- .- ...
Physician not in hospital 0.6 05 1.1 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.5 --- .. —-
Midwife ..... 1.0 0.3 28 1.3 0.3 4.2 20 0.4 6.5 ... .- .-
QOther and not specified 0.4 04 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 a-- - .

1ptaces with 10,000 residents or more in 1960 for that year and 10,000 residents or more in 1970 for 1970-75.

2Includes all births in hospitals or institutions and births attended by physicians in clinics. A very large proportion of births in hospitals are attended by physicians.
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Table 11. Percent distribution of live births by attendant and place of delivery and race: United States and each geographic division,

1973

{See Technical Notes]

Attendant and place of delivery

Physi-

Physi- . Other
Area and race cian cla: Mid and
Total in no ! ’ "] not
hospi- hoTpi wite speci-
1 - "
tal tal fied
United States
WWHILE s aeacciiecciee ittt e i s s st sseneeson s sensas s esscantasmsasssssnnons 100.0 99.5 0.2 0.2 0.1
BIACK ureeeeeiirimneetiionnertencastesnesssienenssssnsnsenassssssnneetesnesetmrasessrsatsnrssssssnanes aasas 100.0 98.2 0.3 1.3 0.2
New England
WHILE ceveieriraiseerssnrsnnssscrsrsaneessraseesssaaessssnsessssassenetass srssanesnanesssntesesssansessessesrtssnnmetessrsassnsanesars 100.0 99.9 0.1 0.0 0.0
BIACK (iirtmetieiinuninirrsstaerimscnerieacasineesarsansertssessesssasssrassennatsesssassetos stsermntsenses sessase 100.0 29.8 0.2 - 0.0
Middie Atlantic
WHILE ceeieiiisreescesiacertrrssstrrnecssnne e sasssetannessssancessaraasns 100.0 99.6 0.3 0.0 0.1
BlACK cevereerrierererssniarsanseecsncteettoneeneaneerstecesessassasranansnnsassansassossanennssnnaonmnsarnsos 100.0 99.4 0.3 0.0 0.3
East North Central
VR ceiireeeereireararanmecotueonreeroneeteaesnreessaesesssassasssasesnensesssnsnssnnennsannanssesnmeetnmneestnntsssonnessmnesesnnans 100.0 99.7 0.2 0.0 0.1
Black ....... 100.0 99.6 0.3 - 0.1
West North Central
VI ceeereeeecerrrersiceerennusrnecntaremernenreeee srrees semses snarsssnssatsnasssstsnsnssnesnsssssmonetrnsantbuonnesnonnssonmasesrnne 100.0 99.8 0.1 0.0 0.0
BICK ceerverieiereeccsieisnsnnsennereneamasermertesrareteraenssaransessssassonnnsensnssesnannnse 100.0 99.5 0.2 0.2 0.0
South Atlantic
WHItE .eeireeeeiviirentnnmcaruerccrceerrsnenssesvenssnenes 100.0 99.7 0.1 0.1 0.1
BlaCK cueeciiriienissinseneiisnsninisessasisetiessas st anss et connasaesssesssens 100.0 97.3 0.4 2.1 0.2
East South Central
WV sttt cerenn st tec e treees s tese st e bnsnssssannnssssanssns sannrrasanmsnennorsnnaresene 100.0 99.5 0.2 0.2 0.1
BICK weerreriiiiirririisrescnsnencaenimctraeerrsaeerosesssnressesasessessecas nnatennntntastratsanorteeraresasnnsessnesessannesinrns 100.0 94.6 0.4 4.8 0.2
West South Central
VR oo cieetiionscnnnissesceasstaaetonrene srssanesasacessnmanes bosnat st snssrrranessrssasstssnass bosanssstonsosrennssensssasnmssnss 100.0 98.6 0.1 1.1 0.2
BIACK covvriirercsismitiesiinnirierinertoneancostnanessasssestnesssasannasserassensresosnan 100.0 98.3 0.2 1.3 0.2
Mountain
WHI ceceeiiraeeerssrreccrmneceermaaeeonnreresnnnanes 100.0 99.2 0.3 0.2 0.3
100.0 99.5 0.3 0.0 0.2
100.0 99.4 0.3 0.0 0.3
100.0 99.6 0.2 0.0 0.2

Yncludes all births in hospitals or institutions and births attended by physicians in clinics. A very large proportion of births in
hospitals are attended by physicians.
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Table 12. Mean interval since last live birth by live-birth order, educational attainment of mother, and race: total of 38 reporting States

and the District of Columbia, 1973

[ See Technical Notes]

Years of school completed by mother

Live-birth order and race Total 16
0-8 | 911 12 13-15 | or
more
All races! Mean interval in months

All second and higher order Births.........ccccuvveveeiiieerereirecrcrerseresssmamnaeseneresrivaees 4341l 448 ]| 426 | 44.6 42,3 39.6

SECONT DITTRS et erecrecerncte e srsecte e rsc e rrees s sraneae s nreme s saa s ssesresstmnansssassaesesarannsbns 39.1] 39.7 | 36.7 | 40.3 39.3 375
Third births..... 466 || 46.4 | 45.2 | 48.2 454 | 428
Fourth births... 49,6 || 49.1 | 483 | 51.5 48.4 | 44.7
Fifth births............. 51.2|( 49.6 | 49.8 | 53.3 51.7 | 46.2
Sixth births and over 47.2 1] 45.1 | 47.3 | 48.6 47.0 | 44.8

White

All second and higher order births..........cccvvveeriiieieiecrriesensrornrerencreessrnensesseasens 438 || 46.1 | 443 | 449 41.8 39.1

SECONA DIFtRS «...eeeeeireiiiee e iccicearreentaesenrs sesssne e sremasaemsmseesrneanss 39.2)| 40.2 | 378 | 40.3 38.7 36.9
THIFA DIFtRS ..o eevecs i cere st cenroeere s s eneecerasee st ssmnssssmnasensasannsseseasasnressssasnnnesensrneersrennases 475\ 479 | 47.8 | 489 45,1 42.6
51.0(| 50.9 | 561.2 | 625 48.0 | 44.1

52911 51.8 | 5628 | 54.6 51.6 | 458

48,5 46.9 | 50.1 | 49.1 46.4 | 44.0

419 41.2 ] 38.4 | 43.6 47.5 | 50.1

Second births ... 39.3)] 37.4 | 33.7 | 41.3 455 | 49.0
Third births..... 42.4 ” 404 | 384 | 446 48.6 | 49.8
Fourth births... 445 h 43.1 | 41.3 | 46.6 51.8 54.7
Fifth births............. 45.7 |l 436 | 43.6 | 479 52.3 55.6
Sixth births and over.... 448 | 430 | 440 | 468 50.9 58.7

Lncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 13. Percent of live births of 2,500 grams or less, by age of mother, interval since last live birth, and race: total of 40 reporting
States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

Age of mother

Interval since last live birth and race Total || Under 20- 25- 30- 35- 40-
20 24 29 34 39 44
years years | years | years | years | years

All'racest 7.3 13.2 7.5 6.1 6.6 79 8.7
0 months (plural deliveries) 55.3 68.2 57.3 51.6 50.7 505 52.9
1-11 months 20.8 27.0 20.0 16.8 18.2 17.7 23.3
T12-17 MONTNS coeeeiccmrseeesesnascseresscornmeerssssansssnasassanrasarnas 8.4 12.0 8.2 6.9 7.2 9.0 6.2
18-23 months 6.3 9.4 6.4 5.1 55 6.7 7.3
24-35 months... 5.5 9.3 5.6 48 49 5.8 7.1
36-47 months 5.3 8.7 59 4.6 5.0 6.1 6.6
48-59 months 5.8 10.1 6.5 5.2 5.7 6.3 7.3
B0-7T1 MONTNS civccvrninnircenrorisaresasmesecissneessmnssssmmntsrasssssesassassssnesesnsssannesss sasnesns 6.2 12.0 6.5 59 6.3 6.7 7.7
72 months or more 75 141 8.0 7.1 7.0 8.2 8.9
WHILE iieirinvneesssscereisnasssoneteasnnserersasessnane 6.2 10.6 6.3 55 6.0 7.1 8.0
0 months {plura! deliveries) 529 65.7 548 | 504 { 482 | 474 | 515
1-11 months...... 17.5 223 174 14.1 17.4 16.2 159
T2-17 MONLHS everareieremmirecsrrsssserensesseasasssssnssssssssassrassarsssnsssrassessnsssassessssnssanerass 6.9 9.1 6.8 6.0 6.5 7.9 5.5
18-23 months 5.3 7.0 54 46 49 6.4 5.7
24-35 months 4.7 70 49 4.3 4.4 5.2 6.5
36-47 Months....ccvieererenes 4.6 76 5.0 4.2 4.6 5.5 59
48-59 months 5.1 5.9 5.4 4.7 5.2 5.6 6.3
B60-71 MONLIS ....cveeeerrercrneriserssrnrerssenssnsuassraranns 5.5 13.2 5.4 53 5.8 55 7.3
72 months or more 6.6 19.6 59 6.1 6.3 75 8.6
BIACK 1ieceiiirintenirssesinniseninaenisssssstenaesaesnntassrsasesnaneesssasnsasans 13.2 18.1 13.1 11.7 116 | 124 12.2
0 months (plural deliveries) 66.5 73.4 67.5 60.9 63.0 | 61.8 71.0
1-11 months 29.8 347 | 280 | 275 | 216 | 222 438
12-17 months 14.5 175 13.7 129 11.6 13.0 8.4
18-23 months 11.8 14.3 i1.4 10.1 10.1 9.2 15.7
24-35 months 108 13.7 10.6 10.0 9.6 9.3 10.4
36-47 months 10.5 12.8 11.0 9.2 10.1 10.4 10.3
48-59 months 10.4 13.8 11.0 9.2 10.8 10.7 11.4
* 60-71 months 10.4 115 9.9 10.0 10.9 13.0 103
72 months or more 119 7.7 12.8 12.0 1.1 13.0 11.6

linciudes races other than white and black.
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Table 14, Percent of births occurring less than 24 months since the previous live birth, by live-birth order, educational attainment of
mother, and race: total of 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

W Live-birth order

Years of school completed by mother and race Total 6th

2d 3d 4th 5th | and

over
ATITACESY oot ete e ee e s et et st s et e snns et sansenss s seasearssrnstnanesasnreotnsens 27.1 (| 27.1 | 265 | 26.6 | 26.7 | 30.2
-8 YA ueeervcrireeeriireeaeessrssteaess e raserasstreeeae e ssseassrsnn st s aaasenrereenaseraaaeserbaateeaernsantaeensterantesars 336 384 | 318 | 293 | 298 | 33.3
DT YOAS. eveeecerreecrcecerereerienraseresearerenscrereesasananes svasaresasonsannen 33.1 37.2 | 305 | 29.1 | 288 | 31.3
LT T SRS 2451 244 | 242 | 244 | 245 | 27.7
13-15 years........ . 240 | 228§ 2562 | 26.1 | 253 | 27.6
TB YIS OF MO 1eeireereirreenieraeareereaseriessaeasirearsrersssmnssbesnasssmmetesemnssnensssestossmnesssnnsesssonsassnnas 246 || 23.6 | 26.3 | 274 | 26.0 | 28.6
L.855 ThaAN T2 YBAIS uuieiiriiiicereeeiivecesicreeeemeeeteeraere s seasnsessnnrusnsssanressaasnessanseassarasasssnmsnsesrasmases 3321 374 | 308 | 29.1 { 29.1 | 32.1
T2 YOAIS OF MOIE un.iieeeeiereeeeiiereeereesemmnrtiseresirveeseessasnnntnssnssanssenserarsanssssssnsssetnans erresersnanrn. 244 )| 239 | 246 | 25.0 | 248 | 278
VN8B, ceecrerenercrnrececsteerarseisenserersnaasessonnessssonsnsasanesssarressssnesesssssansssarsmanessnsmoasessorstans 254 ]| 25,6 | 248 | 246 | 245 | 28.0
-8 VOIS . cvueeriiieceieiresesreranciteasaecassrmeesasaastssesnasarassaaa st aan e e s ne e e e e b b asee s ar e s et e e ar et besenasrrraneaenn 31.7| 36.6 | 30.0 { 27.3 | 275 | 31.3
011 Y BATSuieiiceiieeiectieiireria et rreserasareeenatrteseeeertaee sy e antteeen e te ey aaaarreaan s baneteenianes s ranasneraaseres 300 344 | 269 | 254 | 263 | 27.6
T2 WBAIS . treeceireeeaesiaranserieatteresnnstseasas st st eesasssatnresaasanes seessnresaasan st eaaseasranrnsesbenaneern rereenees 23.3(] 23.3| 23.0 | 229 | 228 | 26.4
13-15 years....... . 236 || 224 | 2490 | 258 | 25.0 | 28.2
TB YRAIS OF IMOTE ceveeeviieireiersiieeecesessrnsrtresmeessenersesrsarasassassssssnnssensnasesessasnessrassssssnnssnssrnnnnarsnes 245 235 269 | 276 | 25.7 | 29.3
LSS Than T2 YBAMS ceveeeiiireeer i viiriseisereresierramsttsinsaessvrassaeersnnsasrmmsssstrasnssesnomrserrarsireaneansses 3041 348 | 27.7 | 260 | 26.0 | 29.2
T2 YOAIS OF MOT® ceeviiveeeerriieareeeeeseeeerrennnssssseseesssseresransnmesssesssessoetsssrnsnsssssareessernasssrnnassnsnassres 2351 23.21 23.7 | 239 | 234 | 27.0
35.56| 345 | 346 | 34.1 | 345
47.2 ) 392 | 37.2 | 372 | 36.4
45,5 | 40.2 | 378 | 36.3 | 35.7
30.7 | 30.7 | 322 | 31.7 | 321
255 | 270 | 275 | 278 | 25.2
19.7 | 26,3 | 225 | 27.3 | 16.2
1855 Than 12 VRIS c.uuiieieicrieeeercriareeersnmiecsssemreesressserosasassreeressssrensessossntsesssnsessssssssnnes reerenes 406 (] 458 | 400 | 37.7 | 36.5 | 36.0
T2 YBAIS OF ITIOTE ..ueeiireeeerieeaeranieeastseraaesnssesennssesasssreenassesssssnnessnneeesssnnrsssnnsssesssnsnsernannassnbens 29,711 289 ) 299 | 31.2( 31.0 | 309

lIncludes races other than white and black.
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Table 15. Percent of livae births of 2,500 grams or less by outcome of last pregnancy, interval since termination of last pregnancy, and

race: total of 39 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1973

[See Technical Notes]

All

Outcome and interval since last pregnancy racesl White | Black

All live births resulting from second and higher order pregnancies2 . ressesestsssenssnsuesessanasseasenn 74 6.3 135
ToTT MIONTNS ceiiiiriccrniireeciestaeneissntserissesonnasasrssentrnnss sasssnteesasassssasttssosssonssrssesssssersetsnssasennninsssrrssssnrstonssnnatensessnnnas 175 14.4 290
12-17 months.. 8.1 6.6 143
18-23 months.. 6.3 53 117
24-35 months.. 5.5 4.7 107
36-47 months.. 5.2 45 10.3
48-59 months 5.5 43 10.0
60 Mmonths or More......ceeceervennee Neeeestreeessnnensttnnnnatanenetannan At nanr e naaedeanae e hnrertaeneeeaanaatieaeneseannsssnres s reesesarasasarassssranes 6.7 6.0 11.0

Last pregnancy, live DIFNZ .o seeessetessemasssseea s e e sassseaseeseensesmmess seanesbesasesmetseneasabaenserensansasneas 7.0 6.0 12.9
T-11T MONTHS cocreeerierreerirenessrannes 20.4 17.2 295
12-17 months.. 8.3 6.7 143
18-23 months 6.1 5.1 11.4
24-35 months... 5.2 45 104
36-47 months 5.1 4.4 10.0
48-59 MONTHS ivvsccsrneereensseeioisenaersescssssncessosane 5.4 4.7 9.8
B0 MONTNS OF IMMOTE ... rsrcistssrenessienensrsatsrsmsmtcstsammosiretssiierasssersorsasses sasessssnesssssssassssnsasssonas 6.6 5.8 109

L.ast pregnancy, fetal GBATHZ .ottt smeeeseeseeaeeetensentssanmssemsesanmens treeeeeerrestassersasanerennanns 9.3 8.1 17.2
1-11 MONtNS ccvverecveirrrecreennes Leeereseeerssaeestaeeeibraarestesasrtbanesstassbbanestthesstttaneetsannttthenest aneestanessbbanestasaabraneettiesertnnstes 13.0 1.1 274
B 217 MIONTRS ceerieiiireeeririsecres et er s ssntassissees st anes aeorsssnnssseassensanesssosasstnnes nensnabbassossassnsosenssbonnnnssanasss eeeersaneees 7.3 6.5 14.0
18-23 months . . 8.1 7.2 14.3
24-35 months 8.6 7.6 14.6
BB-47 MONTNS cviireennniisiisetriscisistenesosesasrtisasstsontrssssssssassessisesssssstsssssenssssssasossessnsisssssssntsormesssarassseras . 9.0 8.0 15.0
B85 MONTNS ciirieiererrseraersreacsnsseenesuaceeisnterorsecesesaases rasass sasssessnssssonesassssassesnsassesneasennemssrneasessentesrensssnmmmsssmuesesarensss 104 9.4 15.9
60 months or More.....ccoomeceeennee eerreeeresssasenaseaessnassrrransansinteeriatanrtaneeetianeeeranaesraas 105 9.7 15.6

Lincludes races other than white and black.
Includes zero months (plural births) and births for which the interval was not stated.
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Table 16. Estimated number of illegitimate live births and illegitimacy ratios and rates, by race: United States, 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1365-75

[See Technical Notes|

Esti " berd Ratio per 1,000 total live Rate per 1,000 unmarried
stimated number brrths women, 1544 years2
All other All other All other
vear All Al All
races White races White races White

Total Black Total Black Total |f Black

1975. 447,900 || 186,400 | 261,600 || 249,600 | 1425 73.0 | 4417 || 4879 | 248 12.6 804 85.6
1974. 418,100 || 168,500 | 242,600 || 238,800 | 132.3 65.4 | 4273 |l 4709 | 241 1.8 ] 815 86.6
1973 407,300 || 163,000 | 244,300 || 234,500 | 129.8 639 | 4169 || 4675 | 245 1.9 84.2 89,5
1972 403,200 || 160,500 | 242,700 || 233,300 } 123.7 60.4 | 402.6 | 4391 24.9 12.0 86.9 92.2
1971 401,400 |l 163,800 | 237,500 |[ 229,000 | 1129 56.1 | 373.3 || 405.3 | 25.6 125 | 20.6 96.5
1870 .. | 398,700 |l 175,100 | 223,600 || 215,100 | 106.2 56.6 { 349.3 || 3758 | 264 13.9 839 95,8
1969 reneenn o | 360,800 || 163,700 | 197,200 (| 182,400 | 100.2 54,7 | 326.1 [} 348.7 | 25.0 135 | 86.6 90.6
i 339,200 {| 155,200 | 183,900 .- 96.9 53.3 | 312.0 --- | 244 13.2 | 86.6 ..
TOB7 treeeririenirennirsesnrsssnesenns vones revee weneenes | 318,100 | 142,200 | 175,800 ... 20.3 48,7 | 293.8 ---] 239 125 | 895 .-
1966.....cirrnerenericnniininnns . 302,400 || 132,900 | 169,500 .- 839 44.4 | 276.5 --- | 234 12,0 | 928 .-
1965 . | 291,200 |[ 123,700 | 167,500 .- 774 39.6 | 263.2 --- ] 285 11.6 | 97.6 ---
1960.. . 224,300 82,500 | 141,800 --- §2.7 229 { 21568 --- 1 216 9.2 98.3 .-
1850, 141,600 63,500 88,100 --- 39.8 175 | 179.6 --- | 140 6.1 71.2 -.-
1940. 89,500 40,300 49,200 .- 379 195 | 168.3 .- 7.1 3.6 35,6 .-

1Because estimates were rounded to the nearest hundred, figures by race may not add to totals.
Rates were computed by relating total illegitimate births regardless of age of mother to unmarried women 15-44 years.

NOTE: The illegitimacy rates shown in this table for the years 1951-68 differ from those published in issues of Viral Statistics of the United States prior to 1969. The
rates shown here are based on a smoothed series of population estimates for unmarried women by race and age, which were not available when the previously published rates
were computed.
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APPENDIX
TECHNICAL NOTES

Sources of Data

Statistics presented in this report are based
on information from certificates of live birth
filed throughout the United States. Additional
data and details concerning the technical aspects
of birth statistics are published annually by the
National Center for Health Statistics in volume
I of Vital Statistics of the United States. Table I
shows areas reporting specific items on the certi-
ficates of live birth.

Sampling Rates

Data for years prior to 1951 and for 1955
are based on the total file of birth records. Data
for 1951-54, 1956-66, and 1968-71 are derived
from 50-percent samples of birth records; data
for 1967 are based partly on 20-percent and
partly on 50-percent samples. Data for 1972-75
are based on information from two sources. For
6 States in 1972, 9 States in 1973, 16 States in
1974, and 28 States in 1975, statistics are based
on information from the total file of records
provided to the National Center for Health
Statistics through the Cooperative Health Statis-
tics System. In 1972, these States were Florida,
Maine, Missouri, New Hampshire, Rhode Island,
and Vermont. In subsequent years, additional
States were added as follows: 1973—Colorado,
Michigan, New York (exclusive of New York
City); 1974—Ilinois, Iowa, Kansas, Montana,
Nebraska, Oregon, South Carolina; 1975—
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin. Statistics
for the remainder of the United States are based
on information obtained from a 50-percent
sample of microfilm copies of all certificates of
live birth.

46

Residence Classification

All data included in this report are tabulated
by place of residence. Births to U.S. residents
occurring outside this country have not been re-
allocated to the United States. Beginning in
1970, births to nonmnresidents of the United
States occurring in the United States have been
excluded from tabulations by place of residence.
Prior to that year, births occurring in the United
States to nonresident mothers were considered
as births to residents of the place of occurrence.
All tables showing time series include data for
Alaska beginning with 1959 and for Hawaii be-
ginning with 1960.

Geographic Divisions and Regions

The nine geographic divisions (as defined by
the U.S. Bureau of the Census) and their com-
ponent States are as follows:

States included

New England........ Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connec-
ticut

Middle Atlantic. ..... New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania

East North Central .. .Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois,
Michigan, Wisconsin

West North Central . . Minnesota, Iowa, Mis-

- souri, North Dakota,

Nebraska, Kansas

South Atlantic....... Delaware, Maryland, Dis-
trict of Columbia, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida

Division



Table |. Areas reporting educational attainment of parents, dates of last live birth and fetal death, date last normal menses began (LMP},

month of pregnancy prenatal care began, number of prenatal visits, and legitimacy status: each State, 1873-75

Dates Date last | Month of
Edu?ational .of Ia.st normal pregnancy Number Legitimacy
Area attainment live birth menses prenatal of prenatal status
of parents and fetal began care visits

death (LMP) began
Alabama X
Alaska X X X
Arizona X X X X X X
Arkansas X
California X X X
Colorado X X X X X X
Connecticut X X X X
Delaware X X X X X X
District of Columbia X X X X X X
Florida X X X X X X
Georgia X X X X X
Hawaii X X X X X X
ldaho
Winois X X X X X X
Indiana X X X X X X
lowa X X X X X X
Kansas X X X X X X
Kentucky X X X X X X
Louisiana X X X X X
Maine X X X X X X
Maryland 1x ix X X
Massachusetts X 2x
Michigan X X X X X X
Minnesota X X X X X X
Mississippi X X X X X X
Missouri X X X X X X

See footnotes at end of table.
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Tabie 1. Areas reporting educational attainment of parents, dates of last live birth and fetal death, date fast normal menses began (LMP),
month of pregnancy prenatal care began, number of prenatal visits, and legitimacy status: each State, 1973-75—Con.

Dates Date last | Month of
Eduf:ational .of Ia.st normal pregnancy Number Legitimacy
Area attainment live birth menses prenatal of prenatal status
of parents and fetal began care visits

death (LMmP) began
Montana X X X X X
Nebraska X X X X X X
Nevada X X X X X
New Hampshire X X X X X X
New Jersey X X X X X
New Mexico
New York X X X X
North Carolina X X X X X X
North Dakota X X X X X X
Ohio X X X X
Oklahoma X X X X X X
Oregon X X X X X X
Pennsylvania X
Rhode Island X X X X X X
South Carolina X X X X X X
South Dakota X X X X X X
Tennessee X X X X X X
Texas X X
Utah X X X X X X
Vermont X X X X X
Virginia X X X
Washington X X X X X
West Virginia X X X X X X
Wisconsin X X X X X
Wyoming X X X X X X

1Did not report in 1973.

2Certificate requests only date of last live birth.



sast South Central .. .Kentucky,Tennessee,Ala-
bama, Mississippi

‘Test South Central . . .Arkansas, Louisiana, Ok-
lahoma, Texas

dountain. .......... Montana, Idaho, Wyom-
ing, Colorado, New Mex-
ico, Arizona, Utah, Nev-
ada

acific..........o0L Washington, Oregon, Cali-
fornia, Alaska, Hawaii

The four geographic regions (as defined by
‘he U.S. Bureau of the Census) are composed
>f the geographic divisions as follows:

Region Division

Jortheast .......... New England, Middle At-
lantic

Jorth Central ....... East North Central, West
North Central

South ............. South Atlantic, East South
Central, West South Cen-
tral

West voovennnannnnn Mountain, Pacific

Population Bases

Populations used for computing illegitimacy
rates for the United States exclude the Armed
Forces overseas and persons living abroad but in-
clude the Armed Forces stationed in the United
States. Rates for 1940 and 1950 are based on
the population enumerated as of April 1 in the
censuses of those years. Rates for all other years
are based on the estimated midyear (July 1)
population for the respective years. For further
discussion see appendix I of the report, Vital
and Health Statistics, “Trends in Ilegitimacy,
United States, 1940-1965,” Series 21, Number
15, from the National Center for Health Statis-
tics.

Race and Color

In all cases, race or color refers to the child.
Tabulations by color have two categories—
“white” and ‘“‘all other.” Tabulations by race
show data separately for the black population.

00O
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Series 1.

Series 2.

Series 3.

Series 4,

Series 10.

Series 11.

Series 12,

Series 13.

Series 14,

Series 20.

Series 21.

Series 22,

Series 23.

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS Series

Programs and Collection Procedures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions and data collection methods used and include
definitions and other material necessary for understanding the data.

Data Evaluation and Methods Research.--Studies of new statistical methodology including experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, and contributions to statistical theory.

Analytical Studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Documents and Committee Reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.

Data From the Health Interview Survey.-—Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, all based on data collected
in a continuing national household interview survey.

Data From the Health Examination Survey and the Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.—Data
from direct examination, testing, and measurement of national samples of the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population provide the basis for two types of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined
prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of the population with respect
to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics and (2) analysis of relationships among the
various measurements without reference to an explicit finite universe of persons.

Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys, —Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.

Data on Health Resources Utilization.—Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. —Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data on Mortality. —Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records based on
sample surveys of those records.

Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.—Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records based on sample surveys of those records.

Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Data From the National Survey of Family Growth.—Statistics on fertility, family formation and dis-
solution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey
of a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 15-44 years of age.
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