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Love them. Protect them. Immunize them.

Working together with Vaccination Week in the Americas

Vaccination: an act of love






An important message to nurses 
from Assistant Surgeon General, Dr. Anne Schuchat 
While most nurses no longer wear the crisp white caps that once identified their profession, this week CDC would like to recognize all the hats you do wear especially your contribution to childhood immunization. It’s your hard work in multiple areas of expertise that has helped to keep kids healthy and up-to-date on their immunizations, diseases at bay, and our communities safe. 
Your job may start out as the “technical expert,” as you work behind the scenes to order vaccine, ensure its proper storage and handling, and address all the tasks that must be done before a child is even brought in for an appointment. When parents and children are in front of you, you must grab your “teacher” hat to effectively communicate the importance of immunization—and answer all of the tough, front-line questions that arise. This can be a very difficult job, particularly with so many new immunization recommendations, but there are resources to help you. The CDC website (www.cdc.gov/vaccines) has some easy-to-use, quick references to offer you support and time-saving tips when communicating with parents or schools. Of course, this often involves yet another role, that of “interpreter,” when you must explain the complicated schedule, or go over once again what an allergic reaction to a vaccine really is. 
Delivering the vaccine draws upon your nurse’s education and skills, but we know that many of you are also acting as “marketing executive,” as well. It’s often nurses who plan vaccination events or clinics, coordinate the advertising of vaccination campaigns, or who help tag charts and issue reminder/recall cards to ensure that kids who aren’t up-to-date get notification. 
Nurses are also effective problem solvers. Getting kids in for that fourth dose of pertussis vaccine before two years old can be hard. Many nurses are offering parents the chance to use sick visits with mild illness as an opportunity for immunization. Many also remind parents themselves to get an adult Tdap booster to protect their health and the health of their newborns and infants. 
Wearing so many hats can be a real challenge. But your contributions add up, and all of your roles are vital. Together we have achieved all-time highs in childhood immunization rates nationally, with vaccination rates of 90% or more among our two year olds for polio, MMR, Hib, and hepatitis B vaccines. However, we cannot become complacent. We’ve had some sad reminders of how low immunization rates can lead to outbreaks, hospitalizing or even causing death in children who are not up-to-date on their immunizations. Although immunization rates are at or near all time highs; 20%--or more than one million--of our nation’s children under age two still have not received all their recommended immunizations. Join us April 19—26, 2008, for National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW). All around the country, nurses and others will be working together to increase awareness about the importance of infant immunizations and to get children caught up on immunizations. Our goal is that every child will be immunized “on time, every time” before age two. 
CDC recognizes that our nation’s success in achieving high levels of childhood immunization coverage is the result of work carried out all year long by you --nurses and other healthcare professionals, local and state health departments, and community-based organizations. We thank you again for your participation
and continued commitment to immunization as you don your superhero cap and shield—as protector of the community. 
Note: National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 19-26, 2008, is an annual observance established 14 years ago by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to remind parents, health professionals, and the public that children deserve a healthy start to life by immunizing them against vaccine-preventable diseases. Hundreds of educational activities and media events are expected to take place nationwide to celebrate and promote this important issue. The theme for this year’s campaign is Love them. Protect them. Immunize them. For more immunization information visit www.cdc.gov/vaccines  or call 1-800-CDC-INFO.
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