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•  Provide authorization for increased funding for activities related to management plan
development, research, control and eradication of invasive species;

• Provide authorization for funding of public education on the existence, threat, control
and prevention of invasive species;

• Make decisions on land and resource management through local partnerships when
formulating management plans. Provide special attention to local participation by the
citizens of the three Pacific territories;

• Enhance current programs for invasive species control on federal lands within the
Departments of Interior and Agriculture;

• Coordinate federal and state activities for invasive species research, control and
eradication;

• Establish guidelines for invasive species control and eradication on federal lands; 

• Create new options under the Endangered Species Act when the threat to a species is
primarily caused by an invasive species;

• Address issues related to the introduction of invasives by commercial marine
aquaculture operations that are harmful to native marine species; and

• Encourage and support consistent state programs that regulate vessel ballast water and
interstate recreational boat inspection programs.

The Western Governors= Association looks forward to working with you on this critical issue.
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Sincerely,
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          Pedro P. Tenorio
      Governor of Northern Mariana Islands


