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Our Mission: Growing good kids by 
igniting a passion for learning, 
success, and service through a 
unique gardening education.



May 2001

7614 youth registered
255 registered groups
27 states represented
848 youth certified
17 state partners



2003 JMG IS…
Over 1000 Registered 

JMG groups 
Over 39,000 youth formally 

registered
Over 980,000 youths impacted
JMG in all 50 States, 10 

countries 
30 State Partners 
1 International University
Partner – South Korea



JMG in the news! 



Partnerships:
•National Wildlife Federation

•Nursery/Landscape Associations

•State Departments of Agriculture

•State Master Gardener Programs

•National Gardening Bureau

JMG 
Updates!



Corporate 
Partners

•free kids gardening tools
www.jmgkids.org/minutemaid

•Good Kids Garden Grants Program

•C3 Marketing



National On-line Survey for Leaders
Conducted by Texas A&M University Department of 

Agricultural Education, Texas 4-H Office, and 
National JMG Program Office

Preliminary Data Shows:
• Over 75% of respondents stated that JMG has 

increased youth interest in science
• Over 70% of respondents stated JMG has enhanced 

classroom/educational program and contributed to 
higher academic standards

Program Evaluation



Program Evaluation Continued
2 Over 70% of respondents said youth 
were more enthusiastic about learning

2 Over 50% said youth tried new fruits 
and vegetables

2 Over 80% of respondents rated the 
overall effectiveness of the JMG 
program as effective or very effective



University Research 
Projects•Texas A&M University

•Purdue University

•Louisiana State University

•Kansas State University

•University of Minnesota



“The response from 
students, as well as 

parents was 
overwhelming… 

I have enjoyed the 
program more than 

anything I have ever 
taught.

Kary Thigpen - Teacher

Igniting a passion for learning



Igniting a passion for learning
“It enhances the student and 

teacher

learning process…serves as a

catalyst for student interest in 
science.”

JMG Group leader response

National JMG Leader Survey



Leadership and 
Community Service 

Projects

Igniting a passion for service



Igniting a passion for service
“The children were thrilled to 
be working on something that 
will last … they were excited 
that they were able to do this 
for the community.”
Alice Phillips
JMG Coordinator
Midland and Ector Counties



Igniting a passion for service
“The children are learning far more than 
what the ground can produce… they are 
learning to be active participants  in their 
community to help their fellow man.

Gonzalo Salazar – Principal
Los Fresnos Consolidated ISD



Igniting a passion for success

For all students
The JMG program 
currently serves 

students in public school,
home school and private 

school settings 
over 51% are ethnic 

minorities.



Igniting a passion for success
“The high school students 

gain a better 
understanding of the 

concept being taught…they 
enjoy teaching horticulture 

and environmental science 
and have learned a greater 

respect for the teaching 
profession.”

JMG Group Teacher



Igniting a passion for success

Certification



Junior Master Gardener®
Level One

Core Curriculum

 

Teacher/Leaders’ Guide

 

JMG Youth
Handbook





Play with Your Food, J. Elffers,1997



JMG Golden Ray 
Curricula

•Health & Nutrition from 
the Garden

•Wildlife Gardeners

• Literature in the Garden



Operation Thistle:  Seeds of Despair

Operation WATER: Dr. Thistle Goes 
Underground





How to start a JMG group?

• Contact Youth 
• Establish Site for youth to meet
• Order JMG Material
• Complete Registration Packet



Cost involved in starting 
JMG programs ?

• Curriculum costs
quantity discount
not every member needs a youth handbook to 
be in a registered JMG group

• Cost of activity supplies
• Cost of garden supplies



www.jmg
kids.org

For more information:



I hope this program stays for a 
long time and teaches kids like 
me because it gives us the 
chance to help a 
lot of people 
and learn how 
important plants
are for us to live.

Andres Garcia
Foster Drive JMG Kids
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