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	SUMMARY

This paper presents information concerning the simplification of R-form and filing process introduced by the Federal Air Navigation Authority of Russia on July 17, 2008 in response to the user requests. 


1 Introduction  
1.1. During CPWG/5 meeting separate discussions were arranged between FANA and representatives of several international airlines which operate regular flights in the Russian airspace to review the ways of simplifying the R-form process and reducing lead times. The discussions involved Delta Air Lines, Northwest Airlines, United Airlines, Continental Airlines, American Airlines, Fedex, Asiana, Korean Air, Singapore Airlines, Emirates Airlines, Japan Airlines, Nippon Cargo and Cathay Pacific. 
2 Discussion
2.1 The discussions focused on the airline suggestions described in WP/11 presented on March 17, 2008 at TRASAS/2 meeting and proposals prepared by FANA. 
2.2 After some vivid discussions it was decided to review the following suggestions: 

· cut the lead time for submitting R forms from 45 days to 35 days; 

· use only UTC times in the respective fields of  R forms;

· indicate the full name of the cities and the aerodromes of departures and arrivals; points of the technical landings and stop- over points to be used (in brackets) in ICAO codes only.
· indicate the main route only as entry\exit points to/from the Russian airspace ; and
· reduce the number of the R form copies from 4 to 3.
2.3 Based on these recommendations the International Relations Department of FANA published the following amendments to the Russian AIP: 
· Lead time for submitting R forms for the regular flights for 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th freedoms of air were reduced from 45 to 35 days. 

· All local times were changed to UTC times only in the corresponding fields of R form. 

· All IATA airport codes were changed to ICAO codes in the corresponding fields of R forms such as the full names of cities and the departure/arrival aerodromes, technical landings and stop over points will be in brackets. 

· the number of the R form copies were reduced from 4 to 3. 
2.4 The issue of simplifying description of main ATS routing to entry/exit points to/from the Russian Federation only will require some further elaboration. 
2.5 Further, FANA simplified the procedure for operating international flights over High Seas in the area of responsibility of the Russian Federation (FIR) without entering its sovereign airspace. Nowadays such flights can operate on the basis of filed FPL (without any additional overflight permissions). An FPL must be filed three hours before to the addresses of Main, Zonal ATM Centers and en-route ACCs pursuant to ENR 1.11.1 of the Russian AIP. Further details can be found in para 1.4, GEN 1.2 of the Russian AIP. 
2.6 The lead time for requesting permissions for charter flights has been also reduced from five to three working days. 
3.
Conclusion
3.1 As can be seen from the above, FANA is very responsive to the requirements of the international airline community and makes every effort possible to provide more flexibility and benefits for the airspace users. 

4.
Recommendation
a. The Meeting is invited to note the information 
b. FANA expects new proposals from users with regards to further simplification of R-form process and submission methods. 
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