
National Marine Sanctuary Program 

America’s oceanic and Great Lakes coastal

resources are invaluable environmental and economic

assets — vital to transportation, energy production,

trade, recreation, tourism, seafood production, wildlife

habitat, shoreline protection, and biological productivity.

Yet these same resources which attract and support

such a large portion of the nation’s population face

increasing stresses. Our coasts and their varied users

are confronted with many threats including erosion,

wetlands loss, limited recreational access, and runoff

pollution, to name but a few. The growing number of

people building along this buffer line called the coast

also face loss of life and property from coastal storms.
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