
Was Incident Trauma or 
Cardiovascular Related?

Incident involve Multiple 
Injury/Death

Incident Unique or an 
Emerging Issue

Investigate

Investigate

Trauma

No

Yes

Yes

Cardiovascular

Was Incident Related to 
Structure Fire/MVA 

No

Similar Incidents 
Investigated

Specific Request for 
Investigation Received

Yes

*Personnel and financial resources limit the 
 number of investigations. Prioritizations will 
change depending upon fatality data.

Did the incident meet 
USFA criteria for 

on-duty?

No

Yes

Cause of Death: 
Hyperthermia or 

Hypothermia

Cause of Death: 
Seizure, Diabetes or 
Medication Overdose

Sudden Cardiac Death 
During Physical Fitness 

Training

Sudden Cardiac Death 
During Emergency 
Response Training

Proximity to Another 
Case Being Investigated

Investigate

Investigate

Investigate*

Investigate*

InvestigateNo

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No Yes

No

No
Investigate

Yes

Yes
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Do Not  
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Determination 
made to  

investigate
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Investigate
Do Not  
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No
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