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EVIDENCE OF IMPROVED SURVEILLANCE IN THE GSP TARGET COUNTRIES

Since its inception in 2000, the Global Surveillance Project (GSP) has been working to strengthen
communicable disease surveillance and response in the African continent focusing on Ghana, Uganda,
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and Ethiopia using the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR)

strategy.

Several partners have been involved in IDSR
strengthening in the focus countries. At CDC, the
Division of Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases’ IDSR
project has provided strong collaborative support to
GSP’s work. GSP’s strategy has been to focus on
strengthening capacity development by training and
subsequently using locals to strengthen disease
surveillance and response in their respective countries.
Over the last three years, several courses on
surveillance, outbreak investigation, and Epi Info have
been conducted in the focus countries. Additional
training in applied epidemiology has been provided to
key ministries of health staff by attending specifically
designed courses in Atlanta. GSP has partnered with
the applied epidemiology training programs in Ghana,
Uganda, and Zimbabwe, and the Public Health School
in Tanzania as the faculty for the training. GSP funds
have been provided to the focus countries to allow
trainees to participate in outbreak investigation. GSP
has also supported epidemiologists, trainers,
information officers, and laboratorians to strengthen
the epidemiology and surveillance sections of the
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ministries of health in the focus countries. Several
outputs have occurred as a direct and indirect result of
the collaboration between GSP and the countries. One
result that summarizes improvements in the core
activities of IDSR (case detection, confirmation,
reporting, data analysis, public health response, and
feedback) and the managerial and support functions of
IDSR (i.e., training, supervision, resource-provision,
coordination, and communication) is the publication
of regular surveillance bulletins. The table on page 3
shows the types of surveillance bulletins the four
focus countries have produced with recent examples.




GHAN A

SURVEILLANCE, OUTBREAK INVESTIGATION, AND EPI INFO WORKSHOP, JANUARY 2004, PuBLIC HEALTH
SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF GHANA

In January 2004, a surveillance, outbreak
investigation, and Epi Info course was held at the
Public Health School at the University of Ghana.
The course was offered two times to accommodate
the 30-plus students in the MPH program. The
National Surveillance Unit, lead by Dr. Lawson
Ahadzie taught a large component of the course.
Other lectures included Ghana Public Health School
staff and the GSP supported laboratorian. GSP was
represented by Dr. Peter Nsubuga

UGANDA

Epi Info Training

In November 2003, the GSP team in Uganda
organized and facilitated the annual outbreak
investigation and Epi Info course and taught it
without external help to the first year MPH students
at the Uganda Public Health School Without Walls.
Disease outbreaks continue to be investigated by
students and written up in the quarterly surveillance
bulletin.

TEPHINET Conference

The  TEPHINET  African  Region’s
conference is scheduled to be held in Uganda at the
end of March 2004. GSP will support trainees and
faculty from Ghana and Zimbabwe. The consultant
epidemiologist from the new Field Epidemiology
and Laboratory Training Program in Kenya will
attend too.

TANZANIA

Epi Info Training

The first annual surveillance, outbreak
investigation and Epi Info course at the Muhimbili
College of Medical Sciences, School of Public
Health was held in October 2003. The course
participants were the 20 MPH students at the
school. After the course the MPH students

developed a proposal to investigate an outbreak of
cholera in Dar es Salaam. The proposal will be
funded out of the outbreak investigation funds that
GSP has placed at the WHO Country Office in
Tanzania.




ZIMBABWE

A surveillance officer supported by GSP,
who is a graduate of the Zimbabwe Public Health
School Without Walls is working to support the
epidemiology section of the Ministry of Health and

Child Welfare. Additionally, the MPH students
continue to be involved in outbreak investigation

activities that are supported by the GSP grant to the
Public Health School

EVIDENCE OF IMPROVED SURVEILLANCE

from page 1
TYPE OF FEEDBACK
COUNTRY Weekly Data to Weekly Quarterly '
Stakeholders Newsletter Bulletin Annual Bulletin

Ghana X X X
Uganda X X X X
Tanzania X
Zimbabwe X X

Tanzania Weekly IDSR Report, Feh 2004
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THERERILC OF UGADA

Highlights of the week

& 98% reporting by
district

« Cholere in Kusese,
and Kebarole

<+ Dysentery eases on
the increase

Districts with leading numbers of
Typhoid fever cases in the week.

iniSticikicalih

Weekly Epidemiological Newsletter

Lst Vieek of 2004 (Wesk ending 4™ January 2004)

Summary

This i the susamary of tho cpidericlogiod alboion inthe cowey w rsportd by (B
(33756) of the distrins. Ssembabuie snd Vumbe had 130% health wit reporting The
lowesthealthuedt teporting within districts was georded in Kannli (24%), Kitgum nd
Pader (%) sach. Lica distect agaia ciddnat sendus report

Fabarols and Keeaes citricte have oontied reportizg cholera this wesk, with 4 2 32 exee
tespectively. Ditrict Rapid Regponse Teas ane wgerlto invedtigate the epiemins wih lsbaraiory
tesils, s vrell as nstinting control and prevedtve e

Sparadi cases of swpected Meningoeoceal neningits were repored in 11 distits wiki
totdl o 25 cuses and 3 deaths. Kasese and Gl reported relathvely high wmbers of
Meningoaccal meningitis, 5 and 6 ceses tespecttvely. Luwero and Grlu dbtriets eve wged to
confin merdngornceal meningits and af the eams tie intensify survelance,

Dysemery wis teco:ded in all the 35 reporting Hstricts, with those from the northem
tegion still leading in nunber of ceses The eading J disticts in dysentery case
tepottiag werz: Gulu (39, Arua(73), Pallisa (45), Advwmani(42) and Mbarars (35)

The District Health Teams are urged to vork with the disteic) potiical leaders in the

mprove ment of sasibaton prsctices

Malarta cases were teported in all the 35 cistriciszepoding this weel; althoughtherehas
heen an obse:ved reductior in malatia cases tecorded over the bast fow months. The
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WEB wre, | VIEEKLY EPIDEMIOLOGICAL BULLETI
§0)GH E | Nafional urveillance Uni
LA k E_ ! (ana Health Seriine
g Toranmmr | For the week ending OF Februry, 2004 (k. 5 of 2004)
Editrid Bourd
Ir Lomon Aladze Eéttor-fu Chief
BE James  Adlo Henar

M. S . Var Eimale Eitr
CHOLERA

Thete were 3 teported cases with 1 death, Ketn n Volta regicn repored 22 (81%) cases with |
leith whilet K2t dittict alan =0 Walta veginn teparted 14 (39%) rasen There was 7am mpnviig
from Crester beers, Upper East, Upper West and Westem regions. No reponts wene received from
Ashant, Brong Ahafb, Central, Eastern and Northem tegions

The cunulativn total of veparted caper ar at wesk 5 of year 3004 comse to 8 with 2 duathe
[CFR=2.2%)

The cholera epiderdc i the Keta and Ketu distrists tay be nded to the epidemic i neighborirg
Togo. Laboratory raulta of 2 apecivaena ahow thet they are of the ogawa steein,

MEASLES

No wessles cases weas teparted in week 5. Thers was zewo reporting fom Grexter Accra, Upper
East, Tpper Vest, Volta and Western wgions. Mo wpotts wee recefved from Ashantd, Brong
Ahafo, Central, Eastern and Nocthemn regions. The cutnulative total of swrpented 2ases asat week 3
af 2004 tetnains at 34 with no deaths

MENINGITIS

There were 31 eponted cases with 2 deaths froxe J distriets in 2 segions. Upper Est region reported
24 cases with 1 death fiora 3 distrivte, Fven thoveh Kassste-Nankana district & &ill in the epidennic
perind with 17 cases, this marks 4 decrease of 199 from the previous week when 21 cases wee
reported, Other teporting districts in Upper Fast regiom were Bolgatanga with 5 cases and Bawku
East with 2 cases (3ee Table | Below). Lawra m Upper West ngion reported 6 cases with Jirape-
Lanussi in the sane region ported | case. There was zero repunting fram Creater Acere ad
Westetn regions whilst no reports were recefved from Sshanti, Jnong Abafo, Centeal, Eastern and
Horthem regions. The cureralative total of repottad eases s at week 3 of year 2004 comes g to 211
writh M deathe (CFR=11.4%)

T ahrratnin tesths have crmfivmed the mlatinn o 2 easas of the W15 strain in the T awa it

UPCOMING EVENTS

GSP with the IDSR project at the National
Center for Infectious Diseases are jointly
hosting a meeting to present and discuss the
experience of the eight African countries
that are using the IDSR indicators. The
meeting is scheduled for March, 2004.

TEPHINET regional conference will be held
in Uganda in March 2004. Dr. Peter
Nsubuga will represent GSP at this
conference and then travel to Tanzania and
Zimbabwe to review progress of the project
in these countries.

Renewal of Cooperative  Agreement
proposals from Ghana, Tanzania, Uganda,
and Zimbabwe due to CDC in June.

GSP supported attendance by Public Health
Schools Without Walls trainees and faculty
in Uganda in March

The Global Surveillance Project Team

CDC Project Team:

Medical Epidemiologist:

Dr. Peter Nsubuga
Epidemiologist:

Drt. Edmond Maes

Laboratorian:

Epidemiologist./ Trainer:

Uganda: Ghana:
Information Officer:
Mr. Simon Yaw Kwadje
Medical Epidemiologist:
Dr. Jack Galley

Mr. Luswa Lukwago

Mzt. Simon Lali

Public Health Advisor:
Mzr. B. J. Jarrar
Program Analyst:
Ms. Brenda Thomas
Training Specialist:
Ms. Nadine Sunderland

Senior Resident Mentor (PHSWOW) Laboratorian:

Mr. David Mukanga Mr. Kwest Dramani
Medical Epidemiologist:

Dr. John Ndyahikayo
Field Coordinator:

Dr. Robina Najjemba
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