
RiversideRiverside
www.mvn.usace.army.milwww.mvn.usace.army.mil Special Edition 2005Special Edition 2005

Gulf Coast hurricanes Gulf Coast hurricanes 
put the Corps to the testput the Corps to the test

Task ForceTask Force
Guardian:Guardian:

one mission in mindone mission in mind



Carrollton Gage

Riverside
November 2005

Vol. 16 No. 8

Commander
Col. Richard P. Wagenaar

Senior Editor
James Addison

 Editor
Amanda S. Jones

Winner:  The “J” Award, the highest Department of 
Army journalism honor, 2000 and 2003.

Authorization:   The New Orleans District River-
side is an unoffi cial publication authorized under 
the provisions of AR 360-1. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Corps of 
Engineers or the Department of the Army. 

Submissions:   Articles and story ideas are 
welcome; publication depends on the general inter-
est as judged by the editor. Direct queries to the 
editor by calling (504) 862-2201 or email amanda.
s.jones@mvn02.usace.army.mil.

Circulation:   2,150 copies per issue.

H
an

k 
H

eu
sin

kv
eld

Crews airlift 7,000-
pound sandbags, averag-
ing 600 a day, to fi ll levee 
breaches. 

From the time I arrived in 
New Orleans on the 7th of 
September, I had the privi-
lege of working with people 
from the New Orleans Dis-
trict on the unwatering of 
the City and the surround-
ing areas.  Our mission was 
to remove the surface water 

so that recovery operations could begin, as 
well as repair levees, fl oodwalls and canal 
walls to provide a level of protection to 
get through the remainder of the hurricane 
season.  We were successful and so “Task 
Force Unwatering” was disbanded on the 
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Today, 72 days post Katrina and 
51 days post Rita, I sit down 
for a moment to share with you 
how unbelievably proud I am of 
the employees and families of 
the New Orleans District. In the 
past two months we have lived 
through what will arguably go 
down as one of the largest natu-

ral disasters in the history of our nation. After 
Katrina and Rita, each originally Category 5  
storms, made landfall as Category 4  hurri-
canes, all of our lives were forever changed. 

Many of you lost loved ones, and your 
homes, and over 80 percent of our city was 
fl ooded. In many places the damage and 
devastation more closely resembles a war 
zone than the city and state we once knew. I 
thank God that all of our employees survived 
the storms and are now safe. Even with 
your families scattered in hotel rooms and 
evacuation shelters across the  Gulf, many of 
you, with only the clothes you could carry, 
streamed back to the  district to begin closing 
the levee breaches and fi ghting the 224 bil-
lion gallons of water that fl ooded our city. 

Together, with dozens of your Corps 
brothers and sisters from across the country 
who answered the call to help, we spent the 
next 43 days working around-the-clock to 
plug the levee and canal breaches and pump 
the water out of the city. We slept in our 
offi ces, we ate MREs, most of you worked 
until you collapsed and nobody showered 
much. We worked in offi ces with no running 
water and limited electricity. And I have 
never been more proud of any Army unit that 
I have ever been in, as I am with the civilians 
of the New Orleans District. 

I know that many of you have not had a 
day off since Aug. 29 and that many of you 
are still unsure about where you will live 
and exactly how we will go forward. We 
will go forward, and we will do it shoulder 
to shoulder. We have important work to do 

for the people of this nation and this region. 
We are going to have amazing times together 
over the next several months and years. We 
are going to rebuild the hurricane and fl ood 
protection for this area and once again make 
it a place for families and business to call 
home. 

So thanks to you for everything you have 
done and continue to do! I also want to say 
a special word of thanks to the employees 
from MVD headquarters and other USACE 
organizations, and to my fellow commanders 
Col. Gapinski, Col. Smithers, Col. Setliff and 
Col. Pfenning who each contributed to our 
success and the success of Task Force Hope, 
Task Force Unwatering, Task Force Guardian 
and ESF 3. Their help and support has been 
critical to our success.

The pages of this issue of Riverside are 
full of your stories and what you have been 
through and accomplished during the past 72 
days.

You have made me proud to be your 
district commander and I continue to look 
forward to serving you and the New Orleans 
District!
 Col. Rich Wagenaar

 “Go!” (locally known as 
“Geaux!”), the simple mot-
to for Task Force Guard-
ian, has become symbolic 
of both the mission and the 
people.  

In a race against time, 
Task Force Guardian is 
responsible for repair-

ing the damages to the hurricane protection 
systems around New Orleans.  But what is 
Task Force Guardian?  It is a collection of 
engineers, analysts and other members of 
the New Orleans District, 140 strong, that  
was formed to accomplish a tremendously 
challenging mission by 1 June 2006.  Due to 
the challenges of  the mission, the group has 

moved downtown to operate.  Having been 
initially formed in Vicksburg shortly after the 
storm, Task Force Guardian has not stopped 
its planning, designing and executing ever 
since.  It is a focused group with a focused 
mission, upon which the recovery of the 
entire city depends.

What about the people?  Task Force 
Guardian is leveraging some of the world’s 
best engineers – those of the New Orleans 
District.  All members of the New Orleans 
District should be very proud of their re-
sponse to the devastating hurricane.  They 
should be equally proud of their capacity 
to set the stage for recovery and to get the 
protection levels re-established.  The MIS-
SION-FIRST attitude and enthusiasm I have 
experienced working with the people of 
MVN has enabled me to keep my guidance 
simple… “Go!”

Task Force Guardian will be successful.  
And needless to say, it  will be an integral 
component of the recovery of the region.  I 
deeply appreciate all who have made the 
sacrifi ce to be a part of Task Force Guard-
ian.   This will be a career highlight for all of 
us and your contributions will be evident for 
years to come.   Although our work has just 
begun, we pledge to the New Orleans region, 
we will  continue to “Go!”  

Thanks for all you do each and every day.
Col. Lewis F. Setliff III

see GAGE, page 14



Emergency team rides out the storm
by Diana Fredlund

Nine New Orleans District 
employees braved 125 
mile an hour winds and 

driving rains as Hurricane Katrina 
made landfall just east of the Crescent 
City Aug. 29.  Members of the emer-
gency response team were holed up in 
a bunker inside the district warehouse  
to monitor the emergency. 
District Commander Col. Richard P. 
Wagenaar and Perry Lartigue, Chris 
Colombo, Jim Walters, Jim Davis, 
Dave Wurtzel, Joe Baker, Jeffery 
Richie and Jason Binet settled into 
the bunker, designed to withstand 
a Category 5 hurricane, to wait out  
the storm.  The team monitored how 
the  levee system was faring, talking 
by phone with local parish and city 
offi cials until communications went 
down.

Before the storm hit, the district’s 
servers were turned off to safeguard 
the equipment, but when television 
and telephone communications failed, 
the decision was made to restart the 
servers so they would at least have 
email communications .  

Information Management spe-
cialist Chris Colombo entered the 
headquarters building to restart the 
server.  When he tried to return to the 

bunker, the 
weather had 
deteriorated 
so much 
he could 
not  leave 
the build-
ing; even 
the short trip 
across the 
reservation  
was too dan-
gerous.  Co-
lombo rode 
out Hurricane 
Katrina in 
a protected 
stairwell, 

safe and secure, if not very comfort-
able.

At 5 a.m. Monday, Wagenaar got the 
fi rst word of trouble: water was over-
topping the levee near the 9th Ward in 
Orleans Parish.  There 
was little he could do 
then except wait since 
the worst of the storm 
was upon them.  

By 11 a.m. the winds 
had decreased and the 
weather was clearing; 
Wagenaar decided to 
move the team out of 
the bunker at 2 p.m.  
By that time they had 
another report of fl ood-
ing  near the 17th Street 
Canal.    

It was apparent to 
Wagenaar as soon as he 
left the district around 
3 p.m. that New Orleans 
had suffered catastrophic damage.  
“We were hearing a lot of talk about 
how the city had missed a serious 
blow,” Wagenaar said, “but it was clear 
as soon as we began driving toward the 
17th Street Canal that conditions were 
very bad.”

He didn’t know how bad it really 
was.

High water and strong winds kept 
the team from getting close enough to 
inspect damage to the levees.  Wage-
naar fi nally was able to view the canals 
by helicopter at 9 a.m. the following 
day; that was his fi rst confi rmation 
of the breach in the 17th Street Ca-
nal.  After refueling, the commander 
then fl ew over the east side of the city 
where he found and confi rmed other 
breaches on the Inner Harbor Naviga-
tion Canal.  

“I was taken aback by the vast 
amount of water,” Wagenaar said, after 
viewing New Orleans East.  “Every-
where I looked there was water.  That’s 
when the enormity and magnitude of 

this disaster struck me,” he added.  “I 
was astounded.”  

When he fl ew over the north shore 
of Lake Ponchartrain, Wagenaar saw 
how different the storm damage was 

there, with  greater 
structural damage but 
less fl ooding.  “The 
bridge spans on Inter-
state 10 were knocked 
off their foundations 
or gone completely,” 
Wagenaar said.  “The 
devastation was very 
widespread, but it 
was in the Six Flags 
area [in  New Orleans 
East] that I fi rst saw 
people on their roofs, 
waiting to be res-
cued.” 

It was diffi cult 
to watch the people 

waving at the heli-
copter, hoping to be seen, Wagenaar 
said,.  When he fl ew over the 9th Ward 
in eastern New Orleans, “the damage 
took my breath away,” he said.

Like all Corps districts, New Or-
leans has a well-designed emergency 
response plan in place.  River fl ooding 
and hurricanes are the two main con-
tingencies this district plans for, said 
Michael Lowe, emergency manager.  
“The biggest difference in the two 
scenarios is that fl ood fi ghting has a 
smaller footprint, but has greater dam-
age potential,” he said.  “Hurricanes 
generally affect a much larger area and 
property damage is usually wind-relat-
ed.  Katrina brought both emergencies 
together.”

In hurricane preparedness planning, 
the Corps works with local, state and 
federal partners, with FEMA acting as 
the lead.  The Corps’ commitment to 
planning has helped it set the standard 
for its partners, Lowe said.  “We are 
proud to provide our planning models 
to any agency that is interested.  It 
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To clean and protect
by Amanda Jones

to any agency that is interested.  It helps everyone work 
together when everyone is in the same planning mode.”

While the plan worked well, no one could be prepared 
for Katrina’s wrath.  The biggest challenge during the 
storm and its aftermath was communications, Lowe said.  
“The Corps and all its partners have redundancies built 
in to provide backup,” Lowe said.  “We found, however, 
that each time a system failed, everyone moved to the next 
redundancy.  That ended up overloading every system, in 
turn causing each of them to fail, too.  We need to develop 
a communication system that can handle the load.”

Wagenaar agreed, adding there was another dimen-
sion to the communication challenge.  “It was impossible 
for people outside New Orleans to visualize the level of 
devastation,” he said.  “During staff calls, when we were 
planning to resupply the district, it was clear the people in 
Vicksburg couldn’t imagine a city of 500,000 essentially 
under water.”  Normal transportation routes were impas-
sible, complicating even small tasks.  

“For the fi rst several days after the hurricane, about 
the only ways to get around were by boat or helicopter,” 
Wagenaar said.   

District employees who were evacuated had the same 
problem, he added.  “We evacuated nearly 1,200 employ-
ees before Katrina hit, and they had the same problem 
visualizing the aftermath.  In their minds the city looked 
like it did when they left it.”  

The commander admitted he found himself in the same 
situation when he left the bunker.  “When we started 
dispatching crews before I got out into the city, I assumed 
they would be able to get anywhere we needed to be,” he 
said.  “I learned quickly that everything we knew about 
New Orleans was being challenged.”

The challenges will continue for New Orleans District 
for years to 
come, but 
Wagenaar is 
confi dent the 
team is ready 
for whatever 
comes.  “We 
suffered a 
serious blow, 
but the dis-
trict team is 
resilient.  We 
stand ready 
to accept the 
challenge.”

The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)  tasked the Corps with debris removal 
in St. Helena, Tangipahoa, Livingston, St. Tam-

many, Ascension (completed), St. John the Baptist, St. 
James, St. Charles, Jefferson, Terrebonne, Lafourche, 
Plaquemines, Beauregard, Calcasieu, St. Landry, Allen, 
Vernon, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Vermilion and Cam-
eron parishes.  The Corps, in turn,  hired three primary 
contractors:  Ceres Environmental Services, ECC Operat-

Debris removal and Operation Blue Roof
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As of Oct. 26, 7 million 
cubic yards of debris 
was collected.
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ing Services Inc. and Phillips and Jordan Inc.  As of  Oct. 
26, the three had collected almost 7 million cubic yards 
of debris throughout these parishes.  Of that, 5.3 million 
cubic yards of debris are due to Hurricane Katrina, while 
1.5 million cubic yards are from Rita.

The Corps of Engineers is also working with FEMA to 
install temporary blue tarps on damaged residential and 
public building roofs in Washington, Tangipahoa, St. Tam-
many, Orleans, St. Bernard, Plaquemines, St. Charles, La-
fourche, Terrebonne, St. James, St. John the Baptist, Jef-
ferson, E. Baton Rouge, Livingston, Iberville, Assumption, 

St. Mary, Ascension, Calcasieu, Beauregard, Jefferson 
Davis and Cameron parishes.  Contractors Shaw Construc-
tors Inc. and Simon Roofi ng had installed 58,806 tempo-
rary roofs as of Oct. 26 (44,714 due to Katrina and 14,092 
from Rita), with the fi rst “blue roof” installment Sept. 6 in 
St. Tammany Parish.  The Corps estimates providing about 
80,000 more roofi ng jobs  in Louisiana.

As of Oct. 26, there were 1,301 Corps employees 
working in the Recovery Field Offi ce in Baton Rouge, 
including 222 from MVN.  An additional 109 are currently 
expected to report in, and 457 have come and gone.  
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Contract workers put blue tarps together before 
placing on a damaged roof.
Contract workers put blue tarps together before 
placing on a damaged roof.
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Blue roofs covering Algiers homes on the West Bank.Blue roofs covering Algiers homes on the West Bank.
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A section of the breached fl oodwall  near the 17th Street Canal

I-10 at 610 split on Sept 5

Lakeview under water on Sept. 7Lakeview under water on Sept. 7

I-10 at 610 split on Sept 5

A section of the breached fl oodwall  near the 17th Street Canal
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Hurricane Katrina hurdled through New Orleans, 
Aug. 29, breaching levees and fl ooding 80 percent 
of the metropolitan area.  Before the Corps could 

complete even temporary repairs and “dry” the city, Hurri-
cane Rita swept through the Gulf Coast Sept. 23, refl ooding 
about 40 percent of the impacted area and wrecking even 
more extensive damage to the 350 miles of hurricane pro-
tection levees in New Orleans and southeast Louisiana.
Katrina – First Wave 

The New Orleans District team in the warehouse bunker 
knew something was wrong even as initial news reported 
celebrations in the French Quarter and that New Orleans 
had gotten off easy.  Reports started coming in early Aug. 
29 about possible levee breaches and fl ooding in the city. 
Around 2 p.m. Col. Richard Wagenaar, district commander, 
and two others set out to investigate a possible breach in the 
17th Street Canal.

“It took us about an hour-and-a-half to drive three miles 
because of all the debris, water and live wires,” Wagenaar 
said. “We got to the I-10/610 split, and there were all these 
cars parked there, and that’s when I just knew, ‘This is 
huge. There’s way too much water here.’ I didn’t know the 
city all that well, but I knew that rainwater didn’t cause 
fl ooding like that.”

Soon after, news coverage began capturing the greater 
New Orleans area – water gushing through the streets, 
crowds moving through water to high ground, and boats 
and helicopters rescuing stranded people.  At the same time, 
district personnel on the ground and at the Tactical Opera-
tions Center in Vicksburg were racing to orchestrate the 
necessary resources and materials to stem the fl ow of water.  
With verbal authorization, Corps contractors responded.  
Project managers hit the ground running, leading the fi ght 
against the nation’s largest natural disaster. 
First Battle - Attacking Breaches 

Nonstop convoys of 20-ton trucks delivered sand, gravel 
and large rock to areas on the 17th Street Canal where an 
access road was built to the breach. The road was forked 
from that location and built to reach the London Avenue 
Canal breach.  Crews then turned their attention to build-
ing a road to Lakeshore Drive and a second breach area at 
Mirabeau Road. In mid-September Corps contractors were 
building about 500 feet of roadway per day.  

Flood Fight
The challenge of protecting New Orleans
by Susan Jackson

continued, next page



The next step at the 17th St. Canal, and later the 
London Ave. Canal, was to cut off fl ow from Lake 
Pontchartrain.  Contractors drove 150 feet of steel 
piling across the canal to seal it.  Meanwhile, Army 
National Guard Chinook and Black Hawk helicopter 
crews began placing an average of 600 7,000-pound  
sandbags each day into the breaches.  One breach 
took over 2,000 sandbags before engineers could see 
them under the water surface.

Depending on the helicopter’s lift capability, rig-
gers averaged one to 
three hookups every 
two minutes dur-
ing daylight hours. 
Sandbagging op-
erations ran 24 hours 
for 10 days.  Fifteen 
hundred bags and 
even more rock were 
stockpiled to ad-
dress future repairs. 
Crane barges were 
also used to place 
sandbags, 80-pound 
stone and gravel, 
especially along 
breaches on the In-
ner Harbor Naviga-
tion Canal (IHNC) 
where ground access 
was non-existent.  
Expedient repairs 
were made to two 
breaches there.

On Sept. 10 the New Orleans District closed off a 
fourth critical breach along the IHNC.  That success 
was cheered, but only for a moment as project leaders 
began focusing on new goals.

“We did everything we could do to bring in the 
right equipment, materials and resources to expedite 
these breach closures,” Wagenaar said.

“I’m proud of these people. They’ve lost a lot, 
some of them are without homes themselves, but 
they’re putting their hearts into this mission and 
exceeding my expectations,” he said. “I can’t say 
enough about their dedication and determination.”  
Shift in Mission Focus - Unwatering

Though the mission of repairing pump stations and 
ordering and placing auxiliary pumps was ongoing, 

on Sept. 8 it became the primary focus. Wagenaar’s 
goal was to have pumping begin as soon as the 
breaches 
were 
closed. 
Draining 
began at 
the 17th 
St. Canal 
Sept. 5, 
at the London location Sept. 10, and using mobile 
pumps, at other locations throughout the city.  Barges 
and aircrafts were once again used to haul equipment, 
pumps, generators and teams to sites.

The Corps concentrated its portable pumps and 
generators at canal locations to support the draining 
by pumps in the southern areas of the water basins. 
As the water in canals leading to the pump stations 
receded, the Corps, contractors and Orleans Sewerage 
and Water Board authorities began to repair pumps 
that were under water or otherwise crippled by Hurri-
cane Katrina. The local power company and engineers 
from the 249th Engineer Battalion (Prime Power), 
Fort Belvoir, were also working with authorities to 
provide electricity to specifi c pump-station grids. As 
canal waters receded and more electrical power was 
restored, more pump stations started working.  

In the New Orleans area 148 pumps needed re-
pair.  As of midnight Sept. 11, 750 million gallons of 
water was being drained per day, the equivalent of an 
Olympic-sized swimming pool every seven seconds.  
However, this was only the tip of the iceberg for Col. 
Duane Gapinski, Rock Island District commander and 
now commander of Task 
Force Unwatering. The 
total capacity with all 
pump stations running 
is about two Olympic 
pools per second. 
Storm on the Horizon

With over a month of 
hurricane season left, 
Gapinski, Wagenaar, 
60 or so Corps employ-
ees, and hundreds of 
contractors were moni-
toring weather reports 
closely.  Everything 
that could be done was 

Richard Pinner looks at prog-
ress being made in putting in 
steel pilings at the end of the 
17th Street Canal that drains 
into Lake Pontchartrain.
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“I’m proud of these people. They’ve lost 
a lot, some of them are without homes 
themselves, but they’re putting their 
hearts into this mission and exceeding 
my expectations”

Col. Richard Wagenaar

continued from page 9
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being done.  And then Hurricane Rita came.  
When asked, Gapinski warned the public: “We’re 

watching Rita’s projected path and, depending on its 
strength and how much rain falls, everything could 
change.”    
Expedient sandbag and rock repairs took on even 
more urgency, and the 60-foot steel pilings that were 
placed at the end of 17th St. and London Ave. canals 
– and removed partly and temporarily to allow pump-
ing once the breaches were closed – were once again 
hammered 
into place to 
prevent Lake 
Pontchar-
train water 
from enter-
ing.  The fear 
was that a 
storm surge 
would easily 
overtop the 
temporary 
breach clo-
sures.  Due 
to the size 
and depth of 
the IHNC, 
an expedient 
closure there was impossible.

About 24 hours after the closures, wind and rain 
began raising water levels along the Gulf Coast.  On 
Sept. 24, Rita’s storm surge rose to nearly eight feet 
and overtopped the IHNC on both the east and west 

sides of the canal.  Wave ac-

Interlocking steel sheet piling is pounded 
into the 17th Street canal to block the fl ow 
from Lake Pontchartrain. In the back-
ground is a newly built road that allows the 
Corps access to the London Street canal. 
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tion removed stone at the top of the temporary repairs 
and topped two breached areas that were between sev-
en and eight feet elevation.  The 9th Ward areas were 
fl ooded once again, though nominally in comparison 
to Katrina’s fl oodwaters which reached 16 feet.  

On the morning of Sept. 25, the Corps team once 
again began surveying damage and possible access 
routes for construction crews.  On the IHNC west 
bank, large rock was trucked in to fi ll the scour hole 
behind the levee.  Three- to seven-thousand pound 

sandbags were placed atop the levee to stop the 
water fl ow and provide additional protection 
from future storm surge.  The sandbags were 
also “capped” with crushed stone to help pre-
vent seepage.  On the east bank, 7,000-pound 
sandbags were placed by helicopter.  The Corps 
used up to 2,000 sandbags in the operation, 
which brought the temporary fl oodwalls up to a 
minimum of  +10 elevation.
Guardians of the levees

Task Force Guardian arrived in New Orleans 
Oct. 1 to begin further surveying and bring the 
levee systems back up to pre-Katrina standards.  
The Corps continues to prioritize work and 
collect ground-truth data via surveys and aerial 
recons.  

“The restoration of the levee system will be 
done by New Orleans District project managers. 

Each project manager has been hand picked for their 
position.  They are among the best and brightest who 
have a stake in providing the best fl ood protection for 
their family and neighbors,” said Brig. Gen. Robert 
Crear, Mississippi Valley Division commander.

Corps of Engineers volunteers from across the na-
tion are supporting the New Orleans District and in 
data collecting, debris removal, structural assess-
ments and restoration of critical utilities in the Gulf 
Coast region.  

Volunteers from several federal agencies joined 
the Corps in supporting the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.  Corps employees are work-
ing closely with the Bureau of Reclamation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, U.S. Coast Guard and 
Army Materiel Command.  In addition, Germany, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands provided equip-
ment and personnel to assist in hurricane recovery 
efforts.
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At the Hammond Highway 
Bridge at the 17th Street 
Canal, the Corps seals off the 
breach (missing fl oodwall) 
south of Lake Pontchartrain. 
Dump trucks and other heavy 
equipment move earth and 
stone to build a levee road 
through a neighborhood 
backyard while a Texas Army 
National Guard Blackhawk 
Helicopter places a 7,000-
pound sandbag in the breach.
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District Commander Col. Richard Wagenaar and 
engineers David Wurtzel and Perry Lartigue 
made the fi rst attempt in late afternoon Aug. 

29 to reach the 17th Street Canal to investigate reports of 
leaning concrete walls.  But the hazards of travel, includ-
ing rising water, put off the inspection until daybreak. 

On Aug. 30, Wurtzel recalled, “We quickly performed 
crude surveys and determined a 25-foot hole had devel-
oped within a stretch of 450 feet of destroyed levee protec-
tion (I-wall).”  They immediately notifi ed the Emergency 
Operations Center, the Vicksburg Crisis Management 
Team and Louisiana Department of Transportation person-
nel.

“At this point we brainstormed different closure meth-
ods that could be done immediately,” said Wurtzel. 

“Let’s drop sandbags from heli-
copters,” Wurtzel said, who used 
the analogy of helicopters drop-
ping water on forest fi res. “That 
Tuesday afternoon we dropped 10  
sandbags into the breach.”  The 
bags were dropped using Black-
hawk helicopters after attaching 
the sandbags directly to their 
belly hooks. “This was a slow and 
cumbersome operation,” Wurtzel 
said.

Highway 
dividers (often 
called K-Rails 
or Jersey Bar-
ricades), train 
cars full of rock,  
scuttled boats, 
rock barges, 
conex boxes, 
minivans, cars, 
trucks, planes 
and pavement 
were just a few 
of the “helpful 
suggestions” 
to fi ll the levee 
breaches that 
poured into the 
EOC in the early 
hours of the Ka-

trina fl ood fi ght. On Wednesday the phone rang again and 
Tim Holan, with MHF Logistical Solutions of Cranberry 
Township, Pa., started describing a giant 240- cubic- foot 
bag, with handles, that could carry over 12,000 pounds. 
Holan wanted to know if the Corps could use them. 

“When Tim called, we were very interested.  We told 
him to get down here with as many as he could bring,” 
said Jason Binet, technical manager, who was serving as a 
battle captain in the EOC. Tim drove all night and arrived 
at the Corps early Thursday morning. “He grabbed a few 
hours of sleep on the fl oor and before fi rst light, at 0400, 
we woke him up and told him to get to work,” said Binet. 

Tim was able to truck in 1,000 bags that he had on hand 
to get started.  Quickly it became apparent they were going 
to need more, a lot more. “We started staging (fi lling) the 
bags Thursday morning at the Coast Guard facility at Lake 
Pontchartrain. Tim helped us get started, fi lling the bags 
with a front-end loader, dumping sand and rock and two 
or three of us holding the bag open. It took us a few bags 
before we got the hang of it, and then we started rolling,” 
added Binet. 

They found some cable and tackle to secure the bags 
to the Blackhawks. “It didn’t take too long before we told 
Tim we were going to need more bags,” recalls Jason. The 
district would also need thousands of cable/tackle sets. 
There was no way to release the bags from the cable, so 
instead the bags with the cable had to be released together 
over the breach. 

Having brought all of his existing supply, Holan had to 
move quickly. He started calling his customers across the 
country and asking for volunteers to give up their supply 
for the emergency. “I think every single customer I called 
said I’ll send everything I have and don’t worry about 
when you can replace them. The response was amazing,” 
said Holan. The bags are normally used by environmental 
services fi rms to transport contaminated soil and material. 
Before long there were convoys of the large white bags 
being trucked in from all parts of the country.

Kenny Crumholt and Jeff Ritchie were two of the New 
Orleans District engineers directing the sandbag drops into 
the breaches. Coordinating this was a challenge since the 
pilots were on a different radio system. “Communicating 
with the chopper pilots was tough.  Next time it would 
help to have compatible communications gear. But all in 
all it went pretty well and we started making a difference 
in a few hours,’ said Ritchie.” 

By the end of the fl ood fi ght the Corps had dropped 

Air attack on breaches
Corps to develops new fl ood fi ght method
by Jason Fanselau

continued, next page
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24th of October.  In the process of completing our mission, the 
Task Force pumped out over 250 billion gallons of water.  We also 
repaired the 17th Street, London Avenue, and Inner Harbor Naviga-
tion Canal breaches, and numerous other breaches and scour holes 
on other levees.

While those achievements are impressive, what I will remember 
most about my time as commander of Task Force Unwatering are 
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GAGE, from page 2

more than 20,000 sandbags to close the canal.  Portable 
pumps were brought in and added to the city’s permanent 
pumps, those that were working, to remove the water from 
the city, and 43 days after Hurricane Katrina struck, the 
city was dry. 

Binet, a veteran of the Midwest fl oods in 1993 and ’95, 
and the Northern California fl oods of 1997, believes the 
aerial sandbag operations are going to make a difference 
in how the Corps fl oodfi ghts in an urban environment. 
“When a city fl oods, especially one below sea level like 
New Orleans, you have to stop the fl ooding fast and get 
the water out faster. When it’s apparent it will take too 
long to build access roads for  hauling operations, helicop-
ter operations are a viable approach,” said Binet. 

17th St. Canal

the people with whom I served.  Their passion, determination and 
talent are inspiring.  Many lost their homes or had them severely 
damaged.  Yet they are undaunted and continue to rise to the chal-
lenges posed by this catastrophe. I am so proud of them and what 
they are doing.

Thanks to everyone in the district for making me feel like a wel-
comed member of the team.  It truly was an honor to be part of this 
historic undertaking.  Recovery will be a long process and I wish 
you all the best on this journey.  Given the opportunity, I would 
serve with you again (in a heartbeat!)  You are in my thoughts and 
prayers.  Essayons!  
    Col. Duane Gapinski      

continued from page 13
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17th Street Canal breach 
where the earthen fi ll and 
sandbags begin to come 
together.
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Corps sends pumps and fuel, breaches levees in St. B
by Amanda Jones

It was about seven days after Hurricane Katrina 
before the Corps could make any contact with the 
Lake Borgne Basin Levee District in St. Bernard 

Parish, and it was only for one hour increments on satellite 
phones.  The fi rst call was to the  Levee District Director 
Bob Turner, who was desperate for life support.

“He needed food, water, clothing and showers.  Those 
guys were actually sleeping at the pumping station while 
the snakes were crawling up,” said Kevin Wagner, Task 
Force Guardian project manager for St. Bernard.

The second necessity was diesel fuel and a way to get it 
to the pumps.  They only had a limited supply, so on Sept. 
6 a small MVN crew including Heath Jones, Fred Young 
and Frank Vojkovich headed down to the parish to see 

what they could do.  They 
coordinated the fueling 
efforts and got the mili-
tary to transport it.

Three days later, only a 
few of the pumps were up 
and running since some 
of them were badly dam-
aged.  

“We tried to fi gure out 
other ways to get the wa-
ter out.  A German crew 

brought four temporary pumps.  They ran for a couple 
of days, but because the pumps were smaller it took a lot 
more time to lower the water levels.  We also identifi ed 
spots to make breaches in levees to allow gravity to help 
water fl ow out,” said Jones. Within three weeks and ahead 
of schedule, the parish was dry.

Then, when Hurricane Rita took a turn towards Louisi-
ana, they only had two days to repair both the man-made 
and natural breaches using contractors and the Army 
National Guard.

“The water was so high that we could only see the major 
scour areas and we tried to get those areas as quick as we 
could.  Once Rita passed and 
the water went down, we 
found there were a few more 
scour areas that we didn’t 
address,” admitted Wagner.  
“We were lucky.  The only 
water that did come into 
the parish [due to Rita] was 
because of the overfl ow of 
repairs at IHNC, which fi lled 
up the Ninth Ward, went 
through the culverts at the 
railroad tracks and eventu-
ally overtopped the tracks.  

The water fi lled the area west of Paris Road  (including  
Arabi and parts of Chalmette), but the east of Paris Road 
to Verret remained dry for the most part,” Wagner said.  
Because it was such a small portion of the parish, it only 
took two days to pump this water out.

“The main effort at this point is focusing on Task Force 
Guardian, which is the reconstruction of the levees to 
pre-Katrina conditions.  Not only are we addressing the 
hurricane protection levee, but also the interior back levee, 
which is the only line of protection we currently have 
in St. Bernard Parish,” Wagner said.  The “interior back 
levee” is a local levee that averages elevation 7-8 feet and 
was built for tidal protection.

“Our team has formed up of a lot of residents who were 
impacted and most of them live in St. Bernard.  Their 
commitment is as high as mine.  They want to do the best 
they can for their neighbors and friends,” said Wagner.  
“It’s going to change, there is no doubt about that, but 
hopefully a lot of people will come back.  A lot of people 
are holding off until they see what happens with the levee 
construction and that’s why our job is so important.”

Pump station six working 
at Jean Laffi te Parkway 
in Chalmette.
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A fl ooded Chalmette 
street in Buccaneer 
South seven days after 
Hurricane Katrina.
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Bernard Parish

(Left) Dirt from a borrow pit is dumped 
to dry out for use later to rebuild St. Ber-
nard’s levees. (Background) One of many 
barges that came to rest atop a levee.
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Mermentau locks do their part
before and after Hurricane Rita
by John Hall

With Hurricane Rita menacing low-
lying southwest Louisiana, Lockmas-
ter Harold Trahan faced a dilemma.

Survival instinct said head to 
higher ground. Sure enough, his Le-
land Bowman Lock, 10 miles south 
of Abbeville, was soon submerged 
beneath the horizon-to-horizon sheet 
of water.

However, Trahan’s professional-
ism, born of 36 years in the Corps of 
Engineers, said to stay at his post and 
provide passage to 26 tows (towboats 
pushing barges) seeking safety to the 
east.

Duty won. The choice kept Trahan 
and two other volunteers, Donald 
Turner, a mechanic, and Anthony 
Langlinais, a lock operator, at their 
posts the night of Sept. 22-23.

“We evacuated the lock at 3 a.m. 
Friday,” Trahan said, 18 hours after 
the evacuation order and 14 hours 
after the deadline for tows to clear 
Leland Bowman Lock.

“Every tow got through that wanted 
to get through,” he said. “Some were 
loaded with gasoline.”

The departing lock workers left one 
gate open. This was done to prevent 
storm-scour of the lock’s earthen-
walled chamber, the rectangular 
space between the gates that acts as 
a watery elevator to lift or lower ves-
sels .

Later, the open gate, spotted by a 
media helicopter, apparently trig-
gered a rumor that a lock had failed, 
Trahan said. This is probably what 
led to the misconception that the lock 
had caused the fl ooding in the Mer-
mentau River Basin, he said.

Blame on the locks was voiced by 
viewers calling in to programs on 
two TV stations and was also spread 
by word of mouth, he said.

“People were calling in saying the 
lock had failed,” Trahan said.

“But that did not happen. We had 

de-energized the gates, to make sure 
there would be no (electrical) shorts 
if the lock was inundated.”

Rita made landfall around 2 a.m. 
Saturday. Rita’s sprawling storm 
surge–an upward bulge in the ocean 
caused by the push of wind and low 
atmospheric pressure—began to push 
northward from the Gulf of Mexico.

In the path of this wall of salty wa-
ter was the environmentally sensitive 
Mermentau River Basin, the heart 
of Louisiana’s rice-growing industry 
and home to large crawfi sh farms. 
Fresh water is vital to both.

Releasing the salty fl ood was a top 
priority. On Sunday morning, me-
chanic Donald Turner and his lock 
workers returned and set to work on 
the debris- and mud-ridden mess. 
Water was just beneath the main mo-
tor that operates the 135-ton gates.

“But it was not submerged,” Tra-
han said. “Using back-up power we 
fully opened the gates. Water started 
fl owing out at 2 p.m. Sunday.” The 
gauges at the lock were 7.5 feet in-
side and 6.4 feet outside.

Hurricane storm surges exhibit 
the phenomenon 
of sheet fl ow. 
Rita’s surge came 
north on a front 
of roughly 200 
miles--fl owing 
over channels, 
wetlands and other obstacles as if a 
pitcher of spilt lemonade were cross-
ing a tabletop.

Awesome storm-surge eleva-
tions were recorded by the National 
Weather Service:

Cameron Parish, 15 to 20 feet; 
Calcasieu Parish, at Lake Charles 
Regional Airport, 10 to 15; Leland 
Bowman Lock, 10;

Pecan Island, 10 to 15. (The target 
water elevation at Corps locks and 
structures surrounding the Mermen-

tau Basin is 2 feet.)
“This is how the Mermentau Basin 

was fl ooded,” said Larry Banks, 
watershed chief of the Corps’ Mis-
sissippi Valley Division.   “The high 
ground along the GIWW is about 2.5 
feet above sea level with most of the 
area being lower.  Consequently, the 
storm surge pushed at least 7.5 feet of 
water overland into the basin.  There 
is no doubt the fl ooding was caused 
by the storm surge.”

“What happened in the basin was 
going to happen, whatever the posi-
tion of the locks,” Banks said.

The Leland Bowman and Calcasieu 
locks lie astride the economically vi-
tal Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, which 
transects the basin east-west. The 
GIWW is one of America’s busiest 
inland waterways, stretching 1,300 
miles from Brownsville, Texas, to 
Apalachicola, Fla. 

So the Mermentau Basin fl ood had 
become a great, subtle-to-the-eye hill 
of water. It took time for the water 
fl owing out to reach its maximum at 
the locks to the east and west. Also, 
south winds persisted for days, re-

tarding the 
drainage.

Corps 
employees 
returned 
as soon as 
conditions 

permitted and opened the three locks 
and two control structures built to 
protect the basin from saltwater intru-
sion, Banks said.

To protect the basin’s hundreds of 
thousands of acres, the fi ve Corps-
operated structures link up with 
cheniers, arcs of low-lying natural 
ridges. However, coastal erosion has 
reduced the cheniers’ capacity to 
protect the Mermentau Basin. 

The other three are the Schooner 
Bayou Control Structure, three miles 

“What happened in the basin was 
going to happen, whatever the 
position of the navigation locks”

Larry Banks
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from Leland Bowman; Freshwater 
Bayou Lock, southward at the Gulf; 
and Catfi sh Point Control Structure 
on the lower Mermentau River. (A 
control structure has one set of gates, 
compared with two sets on a lock.)  

“All three of these were also inun-
dated,” said Robert Morgan, assistant 
operations manager for 
southwest Louisiana. 
“But the people got 
in and opened them 
quickly. They are still 
draining (Oct. 14).”

At Calcasieu Lock, 
10 miles south of Lake 
Charles, the gate-op-
erating machinery 
could not be used, for 
fear of shorting out 
the inundated, 440-
volt electrical system. 
So Corps employees 
successfully struggled 
through cycles of im-
provisation over a few 
hours and shoved the 
massive gates into the 
open position.

 “We got back at about 10 a.m. 
on Sunday (Sept. 25),” Lockmaster 
Kevin Galley said. “We couldn’t 
have gone the last half mile without 
Stacy Leonard, our airboat operator.”

 “We worked continuously for two 
weeks, daylight to dark, to get the 
lock back in operation.”

They were quitting at dark, for 
lack of electricity. When a generator 
roared to life and provided light, they 
worked until 10 p.m.

The priority job at Calcasieu Lock 
was also to reopen it–without use of 
the lock’s drowned machinery--and 
let Rita’s surge fl ow out to the west. 
Time was too precious to wait to 
repair the lock’s drowned machinery. 

So, Galley and his crew relentlessly 
threw anything available at the closed 
gates. Many people did the job, 
including Robert LeBoeuf, mechanic; 
Clifton Haley, lock operator; Walter 
Graske, lock operator, and Kenny 
Landry, Bayou Boeuf lockmaster.

First, they got a 27-horsepower 

tractor, connected it with a hefty 
rope, and pulled open the eastern pair 
of gates. However, the little tractor 
wasn’t up to the tougher job of open-
ing the west-side gates, because of 
the strength of the outfl ow heading 
west.

“I happened to look up and saw a 

National Guard dump truck, Galley 
said..” 

Hustling over in an airboat, the 
lock workers persuaded the driver to 
help. The truck’s low gears worked 
well for the slow, muscular job, but 
more was needed.

“There was a tug, nosing around 
looking for damage,” Galley said, 
and it, too, was enlisted for service.

The tug, the Allison Crosby of 
Crosby Tugs Inc., Golden Meadow, 
got the job done, out-muscling the 
strengthening westward current. Gal-
ley got outside the rail on the stern 
and directed the captain, perched up 
in a small, rear-facing pilothouse. 
Deftly, with direct contact, the 
Crosby pushed open the fi nal gate.

The current was draining in the 
same direction as the gate closes, so 
intuitively the closure would seem 
to be an easy task. The opposite is 
true, Galley said, because a strong 
current gets inside the hollow, 34-ton 
gate and tenaciously retards closure. 
(The three-dimensional sector gates 

look like a slice of pie from above. 
With this design, the closed side’s 
solid steel plate faces in the expected 
direction of higher water. In this 
case, that direction is away from the 
basin.)

Like the operators of Leland 
Bowman Lock, Galley and his crew 
before the storm departed for safety 
after making sure that all vessels 
waiting to pass through the 1,200-
foot lock had done so.

After Rita passed, and gates were 
opened at both ends – the “open 
pass” position -- on Leland Bowman 
and Calcasieu locks, and the Corps 
of Engineers and the towing indus-
try teamed up to get cargos moving 
again.

The government-private coopera-
tion featured testing the use of assist 
tugs to get tows to negotiate safely 
the swift currents through the wide-
open locks. As a result, the Corps 
mandated two assist vessels for each 
tow passing through.

“These tows included high-priority 
cargoes, such as gasoline.  The storm 
surge fl ood created two diffi cult 
choices for the Corps:  Deviate from 
the normal operating procedures as 
requested by the towing industry and 
lock all vessels, or operate according 
to the normal operating procedures 
and maximize drainage while passing 
navigation traffi c in the ‘open pass’  
mode,” said Tim Connell, the GIWW 
operations manager in Louisiana.

The Corps fi nessed the two dif-
fi cult choices, making it feasible to 
lock through these tows and to do so 
safely. 

Each lockage was made with 
the chamber full, to maximize the 
passage of vessels. The Corps also 
required the traffi c to wait at least 30 
minutes between lockages. While the 
briefl y closed gates piled up some 
water, it never exceeded a foot. The 
effect was minimized by the delayed 
water draining out faster once the 
gates were reopened at both ends of 
the lock.
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Lockmaster Kevin Galley directs the captain 
in pushing open the Calcasieu Lock gate.
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Rod Sanders, equipment operator of the Memphis 
District Clearing and Snagging Unit, lubricates 
the huge pulley on the bucket of his dragline at a 
borrow site in Plaquemines Parish.
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The Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 
defi nes “guardian” as: “One that guards; one 
who has the care of the person or property of 

another.”  That’s certainly one defi nition of Task Force 
Guardian.

Task forces are a proven method of bringing to bear the 
Corps’ ability to tackle multiple problems simultaneously.  
Common policies and processes enable the Corps to as-
semble the best people from different places for a specifi c 
mission in the shortest possible time.

Task Force Guardian (TFG) was established Sept. 21 as 
part of Task Force Hope, the overall effort to help the Gulf 
Coast of Mississippi and Louisiana recover from  Hurri-
cane Katrina.  

Its mission is to rehabilitate the hurricane protection 
system that serves the New Orleans region, from New Or-
leans to the mouth of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines 
Parish.

About 15 percent of the hurricane protection system for 
the greater New Orleans area was destroyed or heavily 
damaged.

42 miles of more than 300 miles of levees and fl ood-•

walls were destroyed or signifi cantly damaged.
34 of 48 pumps were destroyed or signifi cantly   
damaged.

Before Hurricane Katrina made landfall just east of New 
Orleans, Col. Lewis Setliff, St. Louis District commander, 
called a team together to review plans for St. Louis’ sup-
port to New Orleans.  As soon as the storm passed, the 
team re-established communications with the city to start 
grasping the extent of the damage.

Very soon after that, the St. Louis team employed a 
contractor to produce a LIDAR survey of the hurricane 
protection system 

LIDAR  technology uses laser light beams and an opti-
cal system and precision GPS satellite location data to 
build a three-dimensional map of the system.  Coupled 
with simultaneous high-resolution visual imagery, the 
system is especially adept at surveying areas that are 
inaccessible.  The data also enable fairly precise calcula-
tions of the amount of levee materials needed to repair the 
structures.

On September 21, the Guardian team moved from St. 
Louis to Vicksburg, Miss., to join up with engineers from 

•

Restoring Protection
by Alan Dooley

An emotional fi rst meeting of the Task Force Guardian team took place October 19 when more than 100 
people crowded around to hear Guardian Commander Col. Lewis Setliff both welcome and tell the team 
the vital nature of their mission.  “You have been hand chosen for your excellence,” he told them. Setliff 
thanked the group for their willingness to be part of the  mission and urged them to be fl exible and fo-
cused in coming months. 

continued, next page
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New Orleans.  
Handshakes and smiles added glue to building relationships and the confi dence of the weary team members.  Only 

a few days later the team moved again, this time to New Orleans, where more New Orleans experts were added to the 
group.

Ironically, many of the group had stood shoulder to shoulder a decade earlier when St. Louis was assaulted by a record 
fl ood.  They knew and trusted each other.

Early and hectic labor to assemble information, put processes in place and secure funding started to bear fruit very 
quickly.  “St. Louis did a great job of getting the ball rolling,” said Walter Baumy, New Orleans chief of Engineering.  
“The work they did gave us all a great jump start.”

By Oct. 4 the fi rst contract was awarded to a small 
New Orleans-based fi rm to start restoring the foundation 
of 6.5 miles of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet hurri-
cane levee along the north side of St. Bernard Parish.  

Sixteen days later, a total of 12 contracts had been 
awarded.  Slightly more than $100 million worth of 
work was under contract.

In the midst of the early days, Mississippi Valley 
Division and Task Force Hope Commander Brig. Gen. 

Lifted by Hurricane Katrina’s powerful storm surge to the 
top of the 17-foot tide fl ow control structure at Bayou Bienv-
enue in Orleans Parish, this 195-foot-long, 35-foot-wide steel 
barge damaged the concrete walls extending from the struc-
ture and had to be removed before repairs could be made.   

continued from page 21
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Robert Crear announced that Task Force Guardian would be predominantly manned by New Orleans people – people 
with local knowledge and a personal commitment to the huge task ahead.  The organization would move out of the New 
Orleans District headquarters – an inconvenience to many, but necessary to sustain their focus and a rapid “battle rhythm.”  
The move was to the New Orleans Federal Reserve Bank in downtown New Orleans.

An early challenge for Task Force Guardian was the large number of barges thrust up onto and through levees and the 
scarcity – at least in the right places – of “borrow,” or dirt material to rebuild the levees.

As many as a thousand barges – many loaded with cargo – were driven from moorings and channels during the storm.  
Some sunk.  Many more fl oated aground on the storm surge.

By the end of October, about 50 were still of concern to the Corps.  Owners were sought and asked to retrieve their ves-
sels.  Many reacted with plans and schedules. 

 “I asked to be put on this mission,” said lifelong St. Bernard Parish citizen and program manager for that parish, Kevin 
Wagner.  “I want to do this for my family (his house was under 11 feet of water), for my neighbors and for the people I 
grew up with,” he said with determination.  “Success is our only option.” 

Memphis District employees Richard Blake (left) and Roy Wellington convene with New Orleans District, 
Plaquemines Parish Resident Engineer Pierre Hingle at the Walker Road borrow site, and decide to dig a 
pit down more than 23 feet at one corner of the 30-acre site to help water drainage.  Some 30 acres at the 
site will be excavated to a depth of 16 or more feet to provide as much as 860,000 cubic yards of fi nished 
levee material.
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I had a bad experience with Katrina and am more than 
sure everyone in Louisiana has.  We were airlifted from 
the third fl oor of my sister’s house by helicopter.

After fi ve days, they took seven of us – my mother; 
sister; brother; three nieces (one pregnant with twins); 
and a nephew – to I-10 and Crowder (Boulevard, in New 
Orleans East). They told us that they were coming back 
for us, but we stayed two days before they rescued the 
rest of us. It was 12 of us altogether. They fi nally rescued 
the last fi ve of us and brought us to the I-10 and Crowder. 
We slept there for two days before they rescued us with 
another helicopter.

We survived until they rescued us cooking with candles 
and an aluminum pan in which we fried bacon, eggs, pork 
chops, frozen waffl e and put the little butter we had left 
on about four pieces of bread. When it was the last piece 
of meat, we were out of everything, especially water and 
food. If it would have been one more day, we would have 
probably suffocated. We stayed in the window, making all 
kinds of signs for the helicopters that we saw, but to no 
avail. 

We did not know where the rest of our family was.  
So when they fi nally decided to get at least 500 people 
including the fi ve of us, we were brought to (New Orleans) 
Lakefront Airport. There we stayed for about 12 hours 
before another helicopter came to get us. From there they 
brought us to (New Orleans) International Airport, where 
we stayed about 14 hours before they put us on the plane, 
not knowing where they had brought my mother and the 
rest of them.

So we were brought to San Antonio to a place where 
there was nothing but buses. We got on the school bus, 
still trying to fi nd out where my mother was. Finally they 
decided to bring us to Kelly Air Force Base, two days after 
that, that’s when we found out that my mother and the 
unborn twins, a boy and girl, were deceased. The hospital 
in Houston said they died of heart attacks.

We had to bury them in Houston, TX, which we know 
nothing about. So that means we will have to take trips to 
Houston to visit the grave sites.

It really has been a terrible, horrible, devastating, disas-
ter mess.  

I thank my Corps family and everyone else for their 
prayers, and thoughts about my family and myself, I really 
have suffered tremendously.  But I thank God for helping 
me cope with all of this. I am now working at the Vicks-
burg District, as soon as I can fi nd housing somewhere 
close, I will be back at the New Orleans District.   My 

heart goes out to EVERYONE that has suffered badly thru 
Hurricane Katrina and also Rita.

 Charmaine Allen, IM

My wife Colleen is a nurse at Methodist Hospital in 
New Orleans East and was called to work as part of their 
emergency plan.  I decided at the last minute to go to the 
hospital to join her.  I knew we were really in trouble when 
I drove over the “green bridge” near Chalmette and looked 
back towards Lake Borgne and saw no marsh - only water. 

 With 758 other people at the hospital, we settled in for 
the night, losing  power after midnight.  The generator 
kept everything running for a time. 

 At daybreak, Colleen and I helped the staff distribute 
meals.  Everything worsened around 8 a.m. when the wind 
picked up, blowing out windows and tearing off portions 
of the roof. 

My wife and I joined others scrambling to move pa-
tients out of rooms with broken windows.  When we ran 
out of room we moved patients down from the top fl oor 
to safer areas away from the torn roof.  Moving patients 
required us to work in teams of six to carry people down-
stairs; many times moving the patients with tubes and 
medical equipment in tow.  During the height of this we 
lost generator power and had people moving patients 
down from the sixth fl oor and up from the fi rst fl oor which 
was fl ooded.  Nurses and doctors were struggling to keep 
patients alive without electricity.  Nurses had to fi nd beds 
for the relocated patients and try to reassemble the medical 
charts that were scrambled and soaked.  

The hospital was surrounded by water and buildings 
around the area were badly damaged.  About eight feet of 
water covered the cars in the parking lot  We were strand-
ed with limited electricity in a badly damaged building full 
of sick people, and families with children.  The worst part 
of our experience had only begun.  

 We awoke the next morning to radio reports of wide-
spread fl ooding and damage in the city but there were no 
specifi c locations other than downtown and Jefferson Par-
ish.  Conditions in the hospital deteriorated seemingly in-
stantly.  Water didn’t run, toilets would not fl ush, and hun-
dreds of people were crammed into tight quarters without 
air conditioning.  The staff was able to feed everyone and 
distribute water but supplies would only last three days.  
Casualties began arriving from the area, either wading or 
by boats.  Everyone began wondering about being rescued 
and when would the water go down?   Rumors spread that 
the hospitals had been forgotten in the evacuation plans 

Surviving the storm
Personal accounts from MVN employees
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but tomorrow would bring a full effort to rescue patients 
and staff.  The fi rst patient died that day and a temporary 
morgue had to be set up.

On Wednesday morning a Lifefl ight helicopter from 
Corpus Cristi circled the hospital and landed on the roof.  
The chopper carried an EMT team and a FEMA staffer.  
Conditions had continued to decline over night and more 
patients died.  I helped the helicopter crew by pointing out 
city landmarks  and rough fl ight directions to various loca-
tions.  The pilot and FEMA rep fl ew off to fi nd the Chal-
mette Medical Center where 300 people had gathered on 
the rooftop.  The EMT team tried to help organize patients 
for starting the evacuations.  Except for those who could 
walk, all of the patients would be carried up the stairs in 
sheets used as stretchers.  Patients in intensive care would 
have to be carried up four fl ights to reach the roof.  

From a lack of outside contact, miscommunications 
dominated inside of the hospital throughout the storm and 
the days following.  The fi rst evacuation fl ight took more 
than an hour to organize.  Return fl ights were sporadic 
but we were able to get a few fl ights out that day.  During 
the lull, a group of us were asked to help ferry medical 
supplies up to the ICU.  The supplies had been fl oating in 
the fl ooded fi rst fl oor but some were sealed.  At this point 
many of the very sick had died.  

Around 6 p.m. an Army blackhawk approached and 
circled the hospital.  This pilot was top-notch and landed 
the chopper on a pad we prepared.  He said, “I’m from 
Georgia...just got here...I’ll fl y until they tell me to stop or 
I run out of fuel!”  He fl ew until about 3 a.m. and managed 
to get some other choppers to make stops.  In total they 
took out about 100 patients that night.  

 Choppers came steadily early Thursday morning and 
we moved people from the various fl oors up to the roof.  
A thunderstorm caused a several hour delay, and required 
us to move patients off the roof and back downstairs. It 
seemed that we were not making much progress because 
the halls were still crowded and we still had many patients 
lined up to go to the roof.  

Sometime that night the Coast Guard showed up in full 
force.  At one point seven choppers were hovering in a line 
with spotlights waiting to take away as many patients as 
possible.  We moved almost all of the remaining patients 
out that night and most of the mothers and children.  

 Choppers were coming in steadily Friday morning but 
we still had a lot of people to evacuate.  The hospital par-
ent company fl ew in three private helicopters and a fl ight 
control operator.   A large Chinook helicopter circled the 
hospital and landed.  It could carry 40 passengers and 
would really help get everyone out much quicker.  

Colleen and I were lifted out on a private helicopter and 

landed at a hospital in Slidell.   We boarded buses for Dal-
las and rode all night.  Two days later I went to St. Louis 
to join a Corps team working at the district up there.  

 My wife and I consider ourselves very lucky to have 
survived the hurricane and the aftermath.  The news about 
our home was not as promising.  We had almost six feet 
of water.  We were nearly fi nished renovating the home 
and to see all of that work destroyed has not been easy for 
us.  For now we are planning to rebuild the house but it is 
unclear what the city and FEMA will allow or require in 
our neighborhood.

 Greg Miller, PM

I’m from the east bank of Jefferson Parish.  When I saw 
that N.O. had fl ooded and we couldn’t go home, I evacuat-
ed to Houston.  When Hurricane Rita came, I was ordered 
to evacuate to at least as far north as Dallas.  I drove home 
the next week to check on the condition of my home.  
There’s damage to my doors and my roof, which should be 
fi xed soon if the contractor is on schedule.  But my biggest 
problem is that I’m allergic to New Orleans right now.  
Every time I go on the south shore of Lake Pontchartrain, 
I have trouble breathing and have allergy and respiratory 
problems.  

 This hurricane season has literally been a wild and long 
ride, but I’m one of the fortunate ones because I could and 
did evacuate.  It took me 12  hours to drive to Houston, 
and three more hours just to fi nd my hotel.  It took almost 
23 hours to get from Houston to Dallas for Rita because it 
was Texas’s fi rst experience with contrafl ow.  

 This has not been a fun trip.  I’m exhausted, but I’m 
lucky to have been able to evacuate and I’ll do it again 
next hurricane season (assuming, of course, that this one 
ever ends).  I’m homesick, but my entire family is safe.  
I’m very, very blessed.  

 Kathy Turlich, PM

Evacuated to Houston
Lives in Jefferson Parish
Minor Roof/Tree Damage

 Jim Wolff, CD

I evacuated to two different motels, a grandson’s house, 
a riverboat, and fi nally landed in Covington, temporarily.

 Irma Reimike, 1994 retiree

Evacuated to:  Vicksburg to stay at Ray Wilbanks’ lake 
house.  Rayford works at MVD and generously offered us 
his lake house, which we graciously accepted since there 
were no hotel rooms available.  His generosity is greatly 
appreciated.  continued, next page
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 Parish from:  St. Bernard (a.k.a., 
“God’s Country” to those who use to 
live there)

 Condition of home:  Destroyed.  
Totally inundated.  Slab elevation is 
at a +1’ and there was a watermark  
approximately 4” above the eaves of 
my home. 

 Kevin Wagner, PM

You’ve got to look at the bright 
side, particularly when many of our 
New Orleanians have no bright side. 
The bright side that I retreat to when 
depression strikes is what I had done 
to help people avoid the worst heart-
ache and misery of Katrina.

When I joined the Corps in 1998—
one of my best life choices—it was 
usual to soft-pedal the alarming issue 
of “inside water.” It was not written 
down, but there was certainly no ef-
fort to make clear what could happen. 
Confession: I supported this stance, 
but only once.

But if The Big One hit, we would 
have no excuse if we’d kept quiet. 
Soon I learned that this approach was 
strongly shared by Al Naomi, New 
Orleans District’s Mr. Hurricane and 
a wonderful public servant. Looking 
back, it seemed that frankness about 
the potential hurricane horror became 
a standard way of business with us 
all. 

Nobody believed more fi rmly in 
hurricane-danger frankness than Jay 
Combe, who retired as chief coastal 
engineer well before Katrina. When 
the media got on to the Unwatering 
Plan, Jay sat down and gave vivid, 
fact-fi lled interviews to Mark Schlei-
fstein of The Times-Picayune and 
Dave McNamara of WWL Channel 
4. I loved to call Jay, “Dr. Doom.” 

The huge play devoted to the story 
scared the hell out of a lot of people. 
I would be asked, “Is it really that 
bad?” People fi nally began to under-
stand. I thank God that so many got 
out. Katrina was not The Big One as 
Jay described it, but certainly was A 
Big One. I also believe that even with 

Cat 5 protection fully built, evacua-
tion is the only wise action facing a 
storm of any proportion. 

One of my last acts in New Or-
leans came Friday night, Aug. 26. I 
called two elderly (when I use this 
word, you know they’re old!) and 
infi rm friends. “Clyde, you’ve got 
to get out.” Him: “No. We’re too 
old, and I’m on a walker. We can’t 
handle it.” Me: “No, you’ve got to 
go. This storm is too powerful. If 
you survive, you can’t handle the 
aftermath.” My position at the Corps 
of Engineers persuaded him to go. 
That Friday night conversation led to 
three families getting out, along with 
Clyde’s huge dog, Scotty. Similarly, 
I am sure that my words earlier were 
responsible for some good people, in-
cluding Gentilly neighbors and Bev’s 
co-workers at Castle Kids, escaping 
to safely.

So, all we lost was our home in 
Gentilly. There will be insurance 
money, but dollars do not restore 
memories. Not Beverly’s piano, shat-
tered by the giant limb of an oak tree 
that smashed our stucco home, nor 
for the sheet music she’d treasured 
and supplemented since childhood 
nor her treasured paintings. I am 
naked without the books amassed 
over a lifetime and now ruined by 
salt water. After both of my brothers 
had been stunningly generous, we 
fi nally talked with Gaston, who lives 
in England to whom I’d gotten word 
to through BBC London. Bev and I 
were together on the sofa in the beau-
tiful lobby of the Vicksburg District. 
After Gaston hung up, we just leaned 
on each other’s shoulder. And cried 
and cried.

But we are truly thankful. Thank-
ful for so many specifi c things. 
Thankful that we have a job, a car to 
drive and food to eat.

Thankful for the kind souls of 
the Standfi eld New Life Christian 
Church, a small black church in 
Vicksburg that brought food for 
Corps people at night to the Comfort 

Inn and one day treated seven of us to 
lunch, chauffered in the church van.

Thankful for the kindness of 
thousands we will never meet, and 
two whom we did: A security man 
from the Convention Center and his 
nurse girlfriend who’d left behind his 
truck and other possessions to drive 
disabled children from the Magno-
lia School in east Jefferson. After 
Katrina shattered a shelter in Colum-
bia, Miss., they reloaded the help-
less kids and drove them to a church 
campground in Monroe, La. Though 
jobless, he declined an offer of gas 
money to return for his things.   

Thankful for the helpful people of 
the Vicksburg District, who were so 
supportive and uncomplaining of our 
invasion. I can still taste the char-
broiled burgers they served us one 
night in the lobby. And the repeated 
medical aid for my hand’s problem 
by a lovely lady in EOC.

Thankful for Beverly and John’s 
new landlady, the remarkable Avis 
Phillips of Waterways, and the mem-
bers of First Christian Church. Their 
kindness helped and cheered many of 
us from New Orleans. They are also 
terrifi c cooks!

Thankful for my old college friend, 
David McNair, who interrupted a 
Sunday afternoon social occasion 
to come to his self-storage business 
in Jackson to receive us and our son 
Galen and his friend’s truck bear-
ing muddy, salt-stained possessions 
salvaged in New Orleans. He gave us 
two storage bins free through 2005’s 
end. “I’ve been fl ooded out myself,” 
David said.

Most of all I am thankful for my 
colleagues, who made history in 
their striving and professionalism in 
a single, large-but-cramped, intense 
room – forever the Katrina Room to 
me – in the Vicksburg District. Peo-
ple who tenaciously and feverishly 
attacked the most serious responsibil-
ity of their lives. People who worked 
harmoniously (well, damn near it) in 
circumstances that were incessantly 

continued from page 25
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trying, tiring and noisy.
I am thankful for those who, abet-

ted by Beverly, sang Happy Birthday 
to me when the12-hour, seven-day 
work was sapping my physical 
resources. For people with whom I 
am proudest to have worked in my 
50-year career. I am thankful for 
the opportunity to make Mr. Levee, 
Louis Danfl ous, smile; not once, but 
twice. Thankful for Bruce Terrell’s 
swarm of wonderful Construction 
people, who had me surrounded in 
the Katrina Room. For tireless engi-
neers like Walter Baumy and John 
Grieshaber. All of our people implic-
itly understood that one must have a 
code, have faith in one’s abilities, and 
to seize moral choice when life de-
mands one step up while surrounded 
by uncertainty. Our people did that, 
without having to sit around and talk 
about it.

Early on, when things were bleak 
and the Corps was working to close 
the 17th Street Canal breach, John 
Grieshaber told me: “I truly believe 
we will stop this fl ow.” I don’t think 
he knew how to at that moment. 
That’s precisely the point. The light 
that his spirit radiated drove away 
much of my darkness.   

 John Hall, PA

My house is in the Pontchartrain 
Shores Subdivision.  I have the only 
house on my block that did not fl ood.  
A total of fi ve houses on my street 
did not fl ood.  Another 2 inches of 
water and I would not have been so 
lucky.

 I evacuated to Oberlin, La., 30 
miles north of the I-10.  My sister 
lives in Lake Charles, which is  only 
50 miles from where we were.  So it 
was convenient to go visit with her.   
When we arrived on August 28, we 
were a little hesitant about staying 
there (Oberlin Inn), but soon real-
ized that this was the place for us.  
They accepted animals and since we 
had our two dogs, it was the perfect 
place for them to be.  The owner 

soon became good friends with us, 
bringing the dogs treats from their 
ice cream shop.  Two residents had 
dinners at their houses and invited us, 
complete strangers, into their homes!  
My brother- in- law started his senior 
year at Oberlin High School and 
does not intend on returning to New 
Orleans.  The students have accepted 
him and love that he is there.  They 
even gave him uniforms, school 
supplies and a food voucher for the 
whole school year!  The fl orist shop / 
hair salon welcomed me, my mother, 
and mother-in-law to their shop with 
champagne and Mardi Gras beads 
while we got manicures and pedi-
cures!  It was a scene right out of the 
movie “Steel Magnolias.”  We were 
really blessed to have stumbled into 
this one red-light town.  

 Even though Hurricane Katrina 
devastated our way of life, the storm 
has shown me that we were living 
a more complicated life before the 
storm.  Simplicity is best and family 
is the most important thing in life.  
The people of Oberlin proved that to 
me within the three weeks I lived in 
their town.

 Rachel Calico, PM 

Left Aug 28:  my brother’s house 
in Abita

Next day:  Natchitoches
Four days later: Houston
13 days later: back to the brother’s
Oct. 15: rented a house in Coving-

ton while mine (Metairie) is being 
ripped up and refurbished, probably 
for fi ve months

Also had an emergency appendec-
tomy after the storm.

 Jeff Heap, IM

I am from Saint Bernard Parish, 
city of Chalmette.   I had 9 feet of 
water in my house.   My car was in 
the garage so it was destroyed as 
well.  To make matters even worse, 
I live two blocks from Murphey Oil.  
During the storm, an oil tank rup-
tured which covered my house in 2 

feet of oil.  
My wife and I evacuated to Dallas.    

Currently residing on the West Bank 
with her parents.  

 Pat Shepherd, CD

Not knowing how bad hurricane 
Katrina was, I left N.O. on Aug. 27 
right after the evacuation order was 
given by the mayor and traveled to 
Covington to stay with my sister. 
The day after the storm hit, hav-
ing no electricity, my family of 12 
survived off of fruit, bottled water 
and canned food and a gas generator 
for power. After two days my sister 
informed everybody that they would 
have to leave or face rations . I then 
traveled with my mother to Jefferson 
City, Mo., where my brother lives 
and stayed with him for three weeks. 
Three weeks later my sister and 
brother-in-law were able to get near 
my home and found that my house 
had minimal damage and was livable.  
When returning to I ran into the rem-
nants of Rita in southern Missouri 
and northern Arkansas with squally 
weather.    

 Bryan Gassen, IM

All of us at Port Barre stayed at 
home and suffered no damages from 
Katrina.  On Wednesday following 
Katrina, myself, seven park rangers 
and my offi ce assistant were mo-
bilized to the district to bring food 
and supplies to Col. Wagenaar and 
other personnel.  Then we stayed to 
support the various missions.  The 
park rangers rescued eight people 
(including Frank Vojkovich, ED) and 
performed boat and vehicle support 
to transport people, equipment and 
supplies to various locations.  We 
also provided critical radio com-
munications, logistical support, and 
security for personnel.  We also did 
some basic maintenance and worked 
in the EOC.  My offi ce assistant and 
one park ranger  performed adminis-
trative support doing reports, time-
keeping, coordinating helicopters, 

continued, next page
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answering calls, disseminating information, etc.  Our time 
there ranged from four to 35 days for the administrative 
support.  

  Dee Goldman, OD

Let me write this while it’s still fresh in my mind of 
when we visited our former house on 15 Oct.  The New 
Orleans East neighborhood looks like a nuclear wasteland. 
Almost all of the vegetation is dead. The few neighbors 
that we saw were salvaging what they could, and two 
insurance adjustors were inspecting the next house.

Our house is a total loss along with pictures and other 
memorabilia. We were able to salvage more than I thought 
we would be able to.  The china, some kitchen items and 
a few pieces of jewelry were about all that we could get 
from the house we lived in all our married life plus a few 
years before, for me. I feel very fortunate though, because 
I still have a job with the Corps while so many have lost 
much, much more. We will be able to rebuild our lives and 
have a fresh start. Some are not so fortunate. We have the 
love and support of our family and friends and that will 
get us through this uncomfortable time.  For that I’m very 
grateful.

 VICKI COLLINS, OD

The only homes I’ve ever known in my 40 years were 
in New Orleans East and Gentilly. When I returned home 
after Katrina, I realized that these areas will never be the 
same. My grammar school, St. Raphael on Elysian Fields 
Ave. was half fi lled with water. The church where I was 
married, St. Maria Goretti on Crowder Blvd. in the East, 
had water, too.  I am a Girl Scout volunteer, worried about 
where my Gentilly Junior Girl Scouts ended up. All got 
out safely, one after having to walk through the fl oodwa-
ters to the Superdome, eventually ending up in a Houston 
Red Cross shelter. I “lost” her and her family again when 
Rita came through.  The two Girl Scout camps in Cov-
ington and Independence where I went to camp as a girl 
and where my two girls camped when I led their troop are 
totally devastated. My life’s memories were washed out by 
the waters of Katrina. While my Gentilly home sits high 
on the Gentilly ridge, there was still fi ve feet of water in 
the street in front of my house.  I am DETERMINED to 
return home to Gentilly. I just hope that there is a Gentilly 
to return home to. The heart and soul of the city lies in the 
people who live there. If they don’t rebuild and return, it 
will never be the same. 

We bought a house in Vicksburg where our family of 
four humans, four cats, and 10 red-eared slider turtles are 
now living, along with another refugee from my offi ce, 
Melanie Goodman, and her dog.  When I am able to return 
back HOME to New Orleans, I plan to rent it out during 
the “off-hurricane season.” During hurricane season, it 
will be our evacuation house where we can run from next 

year’s hurricanes. 
 Julie Z. LeBlanc, PM
I and my two Maltese children (dogs) evacuated Aug. 

27 to a friend’s place in Jayess, Miss., a tiny town 20 miles 
north of Tylertown. I was positive that it was far enough 
away from New Orleans to be safe. My friends told me 
they never had any problems from previous hurricanes.  
I’m a veteran of hurricanes, but naively took their word as 
gospel.

Jayess got slammed by Katrina. We lost power, all com-
munications, and water (you didn’t even have the option 
to drink contaminated water as nothing came out of the 
faucets). Linda had two battery radios but no batteries, so 
I had no idea what was happening. We had little food. The 
fi rst day we each had 1/2 slice baloney and two saltine 
crackers; on Tuesday the three of us shared one small 
can of tuna and those two saltine crackers again, and on 
Wednesday we each had one small container of apple-
sauce. That was the total amount of food for the day - and 
NO WATER.   

Katrina knocked down huge old trees. Several fell into 
the house, and broke through into two rooms. The entire 
property was covered with downed trees. We were totally 
trapped. We were fortunate to escape injury. I was so wor-
ried about my little dogs. My CC is 13 1/2 years young 
and her breathing was very labored.  We were all hot and 
miserable, and VERY THIRSTY and FRIGHTENED.   On 
Wed evening strangers cut us out. My dogs and I rode on 
a dirt bike to where my vehicle was parked. I still had no 
idea how bad things were as we had no communications of 
any type.

I drove my vehicle to Brookhaven, Miss., where I got 
a cell signal. I was elated.  And then, I was shocked when 
I saw the entire town was virtually shut down - no gas, 
no stores open, people appeared to be living alongside 
Wal-Mart, etc.  I pulled on side the road so as not to burn 
gas and made a connection with a friend in Chicago who 
was frantic as no one had heard from me since Monday 
morning.  She said if I could get to the Jackson airport she 
would make arrangements for a fl ight to Chicago for me. 
I didn’t understand why I couldn’t return home since the 
storm had passed. Her comment was YOU CAN’T GO 
BACK HOME.  YOUR CITY IS FLOODED AND PEO-
PLE ARE SHOOTING AND LOOTING AND RAPING 
PEOPLE.  YOU HAVE GOT TO GET OUT OF WHERE 
YOU ARE AND COME TO CHICAGO.

I headed to Jackson on fumes.  I made it to the J. Noblin 
Furniture store on airport road, where I ran out of gas. We 
slept in the parking lot in my vehicle. On Thursday morn-
ing when the store opened, I explained that I really wasn’t 
a “bag lady” but had evacuated. I was dirty, my clothes 
were torn, I was smelly, hungry and real thirsty. The em-
ployees invited me and my dogs into the store so we could 
cool off.  They gave all of us water and they made a pea-

continued from page 27
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Forty-three days after Hur-
ricane Katrina hit the New 
Orleans metropolitan area, 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
claimed victory in unwatering the 
city.

The Corps’ Task Force Unwatering 
Team, working with the Orleans Sew-
erage and Water Board and Entergy 
Corp.,  worked nonstop to ‘dry’ the 
city of over 250 billion gallons of 
water.

“This is a huge step forward in the 
rebuilding process for New Orleans,” 
said Task Force Unwatering Com-
mander Col. Duane Gapinski.

“In a coordinated effort, we battled 
24-hours-a-day the last 43 days to fi ll 
the levee breaches and remove the 
fl ood waters from the city of New 
Orleans. The city is now accessible 
for recovery and repair operations,” Gapinski said. 

German water pump and fl ood relief experts and a 
volunteer team of portable water pump technicians from 
The Hague in the Netherlands fl ew here to assist the Corps 
with unwatering efforts. 

Cooperation between the Netherlands and the United 
States in water management issues extends back to 1953 
when the Corps gave 100 water pumps to the Dutch 
government for Dutch water boards in fl ood relief efforts.  
The assistance from the Netherlands was made possible 

this time by an agree-
ment between the 
Corps  and the Dutch 
Ministry of Transport, 
Public Works and 
Water Management to 
share information and 
experience on water 
management.

The Germans fl ew 
to New Orleans from 
Ramstein Air Base 
carrying 250 tons of 
equipment to aid the 
cleanup. Nearly 100 
volunteers with the 
German government’s 
humanitarian assis-
tance organization, 
THW, left their jobs 

for a month or longer to help the disaster-stricken Gulf 
Coast.

With the water gone, temporary repairs on the Inner 
Harbor Navigation Canal, 17th Street and London Avenue 
canals were completed to meet the requirements for 10-
foot interim protection levels. 

After the unwatering was completed, the Corps focused 
on completing interim protection measures and ultimately 
restoring the system to the pre-Katrina level of protection. 
Commenting on the achievement of the unwatering mile-

stone, Col. Richard Wagenaar, New Or-
leans District commander, said, “We’re 
making great progress. I am confi dent 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will 
continue to meet and exceed the signifi -
cant engineering challenges we face and 
will once again make this city a home 
to the families and businesses of New 
Orleans.” 

German and Dutch teams help unwater New Orleans

Two volunteers from the Netherlands assist in 
unwatering with portable pumps.
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German pump and fl ood relief 
experts brought 250 tons of 
equipment to restore the area.
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Immediately following Hurri-
cane Katrina’s massive fl ood-
ing in the city of New Orleans 

Aug. 29, numerous media focused on 
the polluted waters containing what 
they called 
a “toxic 
soup.” The 
mix con-
sisted of 
water from 
nearby 
Lake Pon-
tchartrain, 
refuse from 
the over-
whelmed 
sewer sys-
tem in New 
Orleans, 
oil and industrial chemicals, as well 
as debris from thousands of vehicles, 
boats and homes.

As the Corps of Engineers began  
to close levee and fl oodwall breaches 
and begin pumping out the more than 
224 billion gallons of water from the 
city,  scientists with the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and Loui-
siana Department of Environmental 
Quality took the lead to document 
and monitor the environmental effects 
triggered by Hurricane Katrina. 

Several district biologists assisted, 
as well, from the Vicksburg EOC.  
Gib Owen made contact with envi-
ronmental agencies, while Bob Mar-
tinson reached out to other district 
biologists to begin work. 

Mike Salyer and Casey Rowe, 
members of the Unwatering Team, 
provided on-the-ground reports and 
made environmental recommenda-
tions to project managers.

“Mike Salyer and I were able to re-
lay environmental conditions to other 
biologists working with DEQ (Loui-

siana Department of Environmental 
Quality) and EPA,” said Rowe. The 
process allowed them to quickly co-
ordinate and respond to environmen-
tal conditions, which changed daily 
and sometimes hourly.

Christopher Brantley and 
Laura Lee Wilkinson worked 
from Baton Rouge providing 
data to other agencies and giv-
ing environmental recommen-
dations to fi eld personnel.  

One of the fi rst things tackled 
was coordination with the U.S. 
Coast Guard to place sorbent 
and debris booms across pump 
discharge locations where fl ood 
and storm water was being 
pumped into Lake Pontchar-
train. Booms, to contain and 
recover spilled oil and gasoline, 

limited the amount of fl oating organic 
material and debris from entering the 
lake . When this type of material de-
composes, it decreases dissolved oxy-
gen levels in the water and can lead 
to fi sh kills. Collecting and remov-
ing fl oating woody debris before it 
entered the lake 
helped main-
tain satisfactory 
water quality .

In addition 
to removing oil 
and debris, the 
foul-smelling 
and bacteria-
laden fl oodwa-
ter needed to be 
aerated to pro-
mote benefi cial 
microorganism 
growth and  
increase dis-
solved oxygen 
levels .

Therefore, the 
environmental 

Unwatering includes 
environmental safeguards
by Joyce M. Conant team coordinated with the Unwa-

tering Team to bring more than 25 
aerators to the drainage canals. The 
aerators circulated the canal water, 
spraying it out as it entered the lake to 
increase its dissolved oxygen. 

EPA and LDEQ will continue to 
monitor the region affected by Ka-
trina for environmental impacts, but 
non-scientifi c reports are encourag-
ing. One commercial shrimper told 
Corps monitors at the 17th Street 
Canal that he was catching unusually 
large numbers of shrimp from Lake 
Pontchartrain and seeing large crab 
harvests as well.

“Fishing in the lake is as exciting 
and fast-paced as ever. When we were 
gathering fi sh-tissue samples on Oct. 
12, the shrimp trawl was loaded with 
hot-dog-bun-size shrimp and big, 
healthy crabs,” said Rodney Mallet, 
LDEQ communications director. The 
sampling was from the southwestern 
part of Lake Pontchartrain between 
the Bonnet Carre Spillway and the 
Causeway Bridge.

Good water quality in Lake Pontchartrain

An aerator boosts disolved oxygen levels in the 17th 
Street Canal near the Old Hammond Highway bridge.

Casey Rowe (right),  gives 
Construction Rep Edward 
Wrubluski an overview of 
the aerators on the 17th 
Street Canal. 
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Most employees from the New Orleans District 
began reporting to work three weeks after 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall on Aug. 29. 

At that time only a handful actually returned to New Or-
leans, with the others checking in at one of eight satellite 
locations:  Fort Worth District, Galveston District, Baton 
Rouge Recovery Field Offi ce, Lafayette Area Offi ce, Mo-
bile District, Vicksburg District, Memphis District or St. 
Louis District.

New Orleans District Commander Col. Richard P. Wa-
genaar focused his attention on the pressing management 
challenge of reconstituting his district – of restoring the 
vital resource of his people’s intellect, energy and histori-
cal involvement in New Orleans and southern Louisiana.

The military defi nes reconstitution 
as the ability to maintain continuously, 
in suffi cient measure, the capability to 
create additional forces beyond those in 
the active and reserve units retained in 
the base force. A reconstituted district 
means having 90 percent of its people, 
equipment and facility strength back to 
accomplish its mission.

“I am happy to say that after only 
seven weeks, the district is up and run-
ning and fully functional – we are fully 
servicing the needs of our customers,” 
said Wagenaar.

Although the district has the resources 
to meet its pre-Katrina mission, the hur-
ricane doubled its workload and help from other districts 
was required to take on the additional effort.

“Personnel from St. Louis were here within two days of 
the storm to support navigation, and worked with a team 
in Vicksburg to get the Mississippi River open for com-
merce,” said Lt. Col. Murray P. Starkel, district deputy 
commander.

“The emergency unwatering mission was not originally 
a Rock Island District mission, but we asked the colonel 
(Duane Gapinski) to come down and take command and 
control of that mission,” said Starkel. He said this allowed 
the district to focus on reconstitution.

When the hurricane hit, the district disengaged normal 
operations and activated its emergency operations plan. 
The fi rst step in the process was accounting for its people, 
which was Starkel’s responsibility. 

“Getting a hold of people was tough,” said Starkel. 
He said communications were the biggest problem. “The 
phone lines weren’t working … area codes 504 and 985 
were totally full. There was no way to call in and let 
people tell you they were even alive,” he said .

The crisis management team in Vicksburg had the em-
ployee roster. “They started receiving and making calls as 
we were trying to fi nd the last few people,” said Starkel. 
He said all but three were accounted for within the fi rst 
week and it took another week to locate the last employ-
ees.

“We physically went to houses…boat to door, boat to 
house,” said Starkel. Between eight to 10 Corps people 
were rescued by boat.

“This mission was a huge eye opener … we captured a 
lot of lessons learned and have shared them with the rest 
of the Corps,” said Starkel.

The signifi cant impact Hurricane Katrina had on em-
ployees changed the application of the Safe Haven Act, 

which provided Department of Defense 
funding to help displaced personnel. 

Starkel said this was the fi rst time the 
Safe Haven Act has been implemented 
in the Continental United States and 
the fi rst time it was applied to civilian 
employees. The act has normally been 
used for military members and their 
families deployed overseas.

The Safe Haven Program permits the 
Corps to pay the travel expenses, salary 
and subsistence allowance to USACE 
employees and/or families who evacu-
ated after a DoD evacuation order and 
whose home has been declared unin-
habitable. 

Services within the district headquarters have opened or 
will soon open to meet the needs of the employees.

The Child Development Center, known as “Castle 
Kids,” was recently reopened for employees returning to 
work who require daycare.

Plans are underway to reopen the cafeteria. “We are 
evaluating our options to restart the cafeteria and hope to 
have it open soon,” said Starkel.

The First Castle Federal Credit Union is also open to 
serve the fi nancial needs of the employees.

 More than 1,100 of 1,230 personnel are back in the dis-
trict workforce, and more than half now physically report-
ing to headquarters.

“I have a great deal of confi dence in the New Orleans 
District and I’m confi dent we will meet and exceed the 
signifi cant engineering challenges we’ll face in rebuilding 
this region,” said Wagenaar.

New Orleans, a reconstituted district
by Joyce Conant

Castle Kids ribbon cutting seven 
weeks after the storm.
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nut butter and jelly sandwich for me. It was FANTASTIC!  
I told them my plan to get to Chicago and that I had to 

take my dogs with me but had no airline carrier and no gas 
to try to locate one.  The manager, Kecia Long, put me in 
her vehicle (we left CC and Dana with the store employees 
who played with and pampered them) and drove me to a 
Pet Smart where I picked out a Sherpa bag, and then Kecia 
purchased it for me. I made it to the Jackson airport in 
time for my late afternoon fl ight to Chicago. I was over-
whelmed by the kindness of these strangers.  I truly felt 
like I had angels all around me. When I arrived in Chicago 
I was pretty much in a state of shock, and friends sat up 
with me until almost daybreak as they were afraid to let 
me out of their sight.  It wasn’t until Sept. 2 that I saw TV 
coverage from home and was horrifi ed.

In 1965, I was a teenager living with my family in Arabi 
during Hurricane Betsy.  We were rescued by the National 
Guard and lived in a refugee center for a while. I didn’t 
think I would ever have to live through an experience as 
frightening as Betsy, but I did.  

 Judith Frichter, IM

Mike R. Abate, SWT
Scott E. Acone, NAE
Maureen Adams, SPK
Robert Madams, MVR
Travis M. Adams, NWP
Samuel E. Adcox, MVR
Robert Mahlert, SWL
Roy S. Akin, LRL
Ghassan K. Al-Chaar, ERC
Violet Albright, SPN
James R. Aldrich, SPL
Andy L. Allen, MVM
Gerald D. Allen, MVS
Matthey S. Allen, NWS
Sammy D. Alley, LRN
Jason E. Allmon, MVM
Richard A. Allwes, LRP
Alex E. Almeida, NWW
Dwight M. Alston, MVM
Gregory D. Altman, SPN
Christopher R. Alvey, LRL
Wayne C. Amell, ERR
Joseph Amon, HQ
Kurt N. Amundson, SAJ
Jeffrey B. Anderson, MVP
Kathleen J. Anderson, LRP
Mark J. Andreasen, NWS
Frank W. Andritzky, LRD
Joseph G. Andritzky, HQ
Terry R. Anthony, MVK
Paul Apodaca, SPL
Keshia M. Appkins, HNC
Darell W. Argenbright, SWL
Jennifer R. Armstrong, NAO
Edwin H. Arnold, MVK
Basil K. Arthur, MVK
Clifford J. Artis, MVR
James L. Aschnewitz, MVR

Michael A. Atwell, NWS
Joseph N. Avery, NAB
Gladys N. Aviles, SPK
Kenneth P. Ayers, MVR
Robert P. Azinger, Jr., LRL
Gregory G. Baeker, MVP
Michael E. Bagley, SWL
Sherolyn D. Bahl, MVP
Jean M. Bailey, POA
Roderick R. Bailey, LRP
William A. Bailey, NAP
Michael J. Bainer, NWD
Bryan E. Baker, NWD
Kenneth L. Baker, LRL
Michael G. Baker, LRB
Leonard H. Bakker, LRL
Dave E. Bala, LRB
Gary K. Balden, NAO
Loree D. Baldi, MVM
John A. Balgavy, SWL
Constance L. Baltimore, NAO
Larry E. Banks, MVD
Derrick C. Banning, LRB
Thomas D. Barickman, RAO
Anthony Barker, SPK
Danny L. Barker, MVM
Townsend G. Barker, NAE
Michael D. Barndollar, MVR
John D. Barnes, MVK
James W. Baron, NAB
Ruth M. Barry,  NWO
Steven L. Barry, MVM
Hafford W. Barton, MVM
Michael S. Barton, MVM
Merlon A. Bassett, NAE
Vanessa J. Bauders, NWK
Denise B. Bauer, NAB
Leslie A. Baum, LRL

Ronald J. Baxley, SAM
Jeffrey A. Beach, POA
Michael L. Beaird, NWD
Patrick S. Beard, SWT
Rodney K. Beard, SWT
Brenda L. Beasley, MVM
Richard J. Beatty, MVP
Scott A. Beatty, SPK
Daniel A. Bell, SPK
David A. Bell, MVM
Edward D. Beltran, SPK
Thomas J. Bender, LRB
Hector L. Benitez, SAJ
Charles H. Bennett, SWT
Sean P. Bennett, LRL
William D. Bennett, LRN
Raymond L. Bennink, LRE
Danny E. Bentley, SWT
Andrew R. Benziger, LRC
David A. Bequeaith, MVR
Dale H. Berkness, NAE
Stephen W. Bernier, LRE
Charles D. Berry, RAO
Cora M. Bertrand, POA
Timothy S. Bertschi, MVP
Annette L. Best, NWS
Elmer A. Best, SWL
Priscilla Best, NWP
Douglas M. Betz, SPK
John P. Bianco, NAD
Gary W. Billingsley, MVM
Buddy L. Billington, II, NAB
David G. Bingert, LRB
Jerome Bingham, MVM
Gerald M. Black, ERD
Ross L. Black, SWF
Mark R. Blackburn, SPL
Adrienne L. Blackwell, MVR

Kevin A. Blair, 
NWK
Edmond D. 
Blake, MVM
Richard L. 
Blake, MVM
Jeffrey P. Blan-
ford, SWL
Teresa L. Blon-
din, NWS
Larry E. Board-
man, NWO
Deborah L. 
Boatwright, 
NAO
Steven A. 
Boberg, SPA
Rita M. Boc-
cieri, LRL
Rita H. Boha-
non, MVM
Kenneth J. Bo-
janski, NWO
Terry J. Boland, 
MVP
Robert S. 
Boley, SPA
Mark E. Bol-

ing, SWT
Floyd E. Bolton, Jr, SPK
Frank E. Bonneau, NWP
Jarrod Bonnick, LRL
Darryl C. Bonura, MVN
Robert B. Booker, SWT
Harry R. Bottorff, MVR
Scott S. Bourne, ERE
Terry D. Bowden, MVR
John D. Boyd, MVM
Johnnie L. Boyd, MVM
T.G. BOYD, III, NWK
James A. Bradley, MVM
James D. Brady, LRN
John A. Brady, SWL
Raymond L. Brady, MVM
Thomas M. Brady, POD
Hilary R. Bragg, MVR
Kevin L. Branch, NAE
Randall L. Bratcher, SWT
William D. Breckinridge, LRL
Carl B. Brenneise, NWW
Gerald F. Bresee, NAB
Charles S. Brewer, SWL
Mark A. Brewer, LRE
John D. Bridgman, SWL
Charles A. Briggs, MVM
Bradley J. Brink, NWK
Jerry L. Britton, MVM
Stephen Brockhouse, NWO
Curtis L. Brooks, SAW
Francis C. Brooks, NWW
George L. Brooks, MVM
Teresa D. Broomhall, SWT
Larry J. Brotherton, LRD
Joseph C. Brown III, RAO
Charlene V. Brown, NAB
George Brown, Jr, MVM
James C. Brown, NWK
John R. Brown, NAO
Kelly R. Brown, LRD
Paul A. Brown, SWL
Susan D. Brown, MVR
Sylvia D. Brown, LRN
Thomas R. Brown, MVK
Timothy H. Brown, SWL
Mary R. Browning, LRD
Diana L. Buck, MVR
Marshall J. Buckley, MVM
John K. Budlong, POJ
James A. Buell, LRB
Arthur G. Buford, MVM
John E. Burgess, SAM
Bethi S. Buring, SWL
Gary C. Burns, NWO
Christophe D. Burroughs, 
MVM
Betty J. Burton, NAO
Jeffrey L. Byerly, SWL
James O. Bynum, NAB
James E. Byrd, LRN
Ismeal Caballero, NWP
Joshua W. Cackley, MVR
Vesta S. Cadieu, HQ
Matthew J. Caesar, NWS
Elizabeth P. Caldwell, SPK

Task Force Hope
USACE employees from around the country come to aid Louisiana and Mississippi

John R. Caldwell, MVM
Donald S. Callahan, MVM
Billy C. Calloway, SWL
Charles A. Camillo, MVD
Matt A. Campbell, MVR
Gail M. Campos, SPL
Allen G. Canfi eld, II, MVP
Patrick W. Cannon, NAP
Jesus H. Cano, SPK
Jose A. Caraballo, NAP
Michael A. Carilli, SPK
Marvette Carlton, ERD
James Carpenter, ERD
Todd Carr, SWT
David E. Carte, NWK
Jerome Carter, ERI
Jason M. Cash, NAO
Sheree K. Castain, NAB
Ron C. Castanga, POF
Donna L. Castro, NWP
Jason W. Castro, NAO
Thomas Catarella, SPK
Charles E. Ceaser, MVM
Craig E. Chamberlin, NWK
Tia Chandler, NWO
Stephen W. Channell, MVM
Carol A. Charette, NAE
Theron O. Chase, Jr, NAE
Darian S. Chasteen, MVM
Cameron P. Chasten, NAP
Camilo Chavarria, SPA
Heidi J. Cherry, NAB
Briam Childers, SPL
James D. Childers, SWL
Sylvester Christopher, MVM
Joseph P. Cieslak, NAP
Shane S. Circle, LRH
George A. Clafl in, NAE
Colin C. Clark, SWT
James R. Clark, MVM
Joyce D. Clark, SAS
Mark D. Clark, MVR
Robert J. Clark, SPK
Robert L. Clark, ERD
Roy A. Clark, NWW
Sherri K. Clark, MVR
John D. Clarkson, LRH
Donald F. Cleary, LRL
John P. Clement, SAW
Scott A. Clement, MVN
J. Verand Cleveland, SAW
Galen M. Cline, SPL
Everett S. Cohill, MVM
Jeffery C. Cole, SPL
Hugh P. Coleman, MVM
Royce E. Colley, SWL
Mary L. Collier, MVM
Michael E. Coltrain, MVR
Joyce M. Conant, NAB
Joseph B. Conatser, LRN
Rocky L. Conaway, LRH
Donetienne A. Conely, SPK
Charles C. Connelly, Jr, SAJ
Sean M. Connelly, LRP
Zachary H. Cook, MVM
James M. Cooper, MVM

STORIES, from page 28



Russell L. Cooper, SWL
Perry L. Copes, NAP
Scott J. Corbitt, SWL
Peter L. Corken, MVR
Steven G. Corle, POA
Robert C. Corrales, SWT
Vincent Cotton, NAO
Chris L. Cottrell, ERD
Bonnie B. Cowan, MVM
Charles E. Cox, POA
Spencer C. Cox, SWL
Verna D. Coyle, MVR
Bonnitta J. Crank, SWL
Flora J. Crawford, ERD
Michael L. Crawford, MVR
James R. Creighton, NAO
Adam D. Crisp, SWT
Samuel E. Crispin, HEC
Robert D. Crone, MVR
Koko Z. Cronin, NWS
William A. Cross, MVR
Tim A. Crownover, SWL
Melanie J. Meier, HQ
Kenneth R. Crutch, HNC
Caroline H. Cummins, MVD
Kergulin D. Cunikin, LRP
David J. Curran, LRE
Abrahan Curry, Jr, NWK
Kevin P. Cutress, IWR
David A. Daily, ERD
Kathleen L. Dalle, LRN
Louis E. Danfl ous, Jr, MVN
Gloria J. Daniel, LRP
Willie L. Daniel, MVM
William C. Daniels, NWS
Mary N. Darling, NWO
Louis J. Dash, NAB
Donny D. Davidson, MVM
John P. Davidson, II, SWG
Louis A. Davidson, MVM
Barrin Davis, HQ
Charles B. Davis, NAP
J.D. DAVIS, MVM
Rex A. Davis, SWL
Everett R. Day, SPK
Richard M. Dayton, NAP
Edward F. Dean, MVM
James S. Dean, LRB
John H. Dean, SPK
Addison H. Deboi, NWP
Stephen J. Decker, NAE
Henry C. Dehaan,III, MVR
Michael S. Deitrick, NWW
Gerald P. Delaney, NAP
Curtis DeLille, RAO
Rodney L. Delp, MVR
Robert A. Dempsey, MVP
Steven R. Denney, NWS
Kupietz J. Dennis, MVP
Daniel R. Denofrio, SPN
Anthony J. Depasquale, Sr,  
   NAP
Jeff R. Derrick, MVS
Kara E. Deutsch, NAB
Randall W. Devenport, SWL
Roger W. Devereux, LRN
Adrian M. Devillasee, NAB
Van D. Dewitt, NWW
Edward A. Dias, SAJ
Angela C. Dickson, ERD
Michael L. Dietl, SPK
John L. Dittrich, MVP
Ricky L. Dobson, MVM
Dale K. Dodson, ERT

Scott C. Doeden, NWO
William E. Donlon, MVM
Alan J. Dooley, MVS
Karan N. Dougherty, HNC
Larry Douglas, MVM
Robert P. Dowe, MVK
Mark S. Dreifuerst, LRE
Dina Dreisbach, NAB
Lawrence S. Dressler, MVN
Ralph H. Driessen, NWO
Barbara M. Duffi n, NAE
Kathy Duffy, MVS
Lindsay S. Dummer, NWW
Deborah S. Dunton, SPK
Timothy K. Durrell, SPK
Elizabeth J. Dvorak, MVP
Phillip D. Dye, MVK
Robert G. Dye, NWK
Elizabeth R. Easley, SPK
Drinkert Edward, IWR
George W. Edwards, MVM
Matthew B. Ellender, NWO
Maj. Brad W. Endres, SPL
Kirk D. Englebart, NWO
Joel L. Epperson, SWL
Shaun M. Eshelman, NAB
Frank E. Estrada, SWL
David M. Evans, NWK
Matthew B. Ewalt, NWP
James D. Ezelle, NWW
Jason C. Fairchild, MVK
Michael P. Fallon, MVD
Charles F. Fano, NWW
Jason R. Fanselau, SPK
Keith W. Felde, TAC
William L. Feltis, LRE
Richard H. Femrite, MVP
Daryl E. Ferguson, MVM
Robert B. Ferguson, MVM
Benjamin M. Ferrell, MVR
Terri L. Finch, ERT
Kingsley Findlay, NAN
Joseph W. Findley, SAM
Robert A. Finnernan, NWK
Dana L. Finney, ERR
Scott M. Firman, NAO
Robert H. Fitzgerald, MVK
Dennis E. Fitzpatrick, NWS
Paul K. Flamm, NWK
Gary R. Fleeman, LRN
Craig A. Fleming, NWO
Larry L. Flenniken, SWT
Patsy M. Fletcher, MVM
Richard W. Flowers, LRN
Ronald F. Flowers, MVR
Jerry C. Folkers, NWO
Carleton P. Fong, SPK
Gary C. Fong, SPK
April L. Fontaine, SPK
Kenneth L. Forbes, NWS
Thomas W. Forrest, MVK
Bruce W. Forsberg, HNC
Terry A. Forshee, LRN
Donna L. Foster, NWO
Jonathan L. Foster, SPK
Mickey Fountain, HQ
Cheri J. Fowler, SWT
David F. Fox, NWS
Eric L. Fox, ERD
Horace H. Foxall, Jr, NWS
Lloyd B. Fraction, Jr, MVM
Keith Francis, SWT
Cheryl D. Frank, NWP
Daniel D. Frank, LRL

Carol S. Franson, NWP
Mira L. Frazier, SPK
Mitchell D. Frazier, SPD
William T. Frederick, LRB
Diana J. Fredlund, NWP
Wilhelmina T. Fredrick, HQ
Albert J. Frohlich, MVR
Michele L. Fromdahl, NWO
Diane A. Frost, LRN
Eric J. Fry, LRL
Joel R. Fuchs, SWT
Miki Fujitsubo, SPK
Gerald P. Fulton, SAM
David B. Fultz, SAM
Rodger M. Funderburk, MVM
Bradford C. Funt, NAB
Frederick V. Furney, NAB
Roger A. Gaines, MVM
Donald J. Gallegos, SPA
John R. Galloway, NWO
Jay V. Gamble, SWD
Timothy S. Gambrell, MVD
Cynthia L. Gan, MVS
Norma C. Gapasin, NWS
Duane P. Gapinski, MVR
Norma G. Garcia, SWG
Robert L. Garcia, SPA
Joan C. Garliss, SPA
Doug M. Garman, HQ
Lawrence N. Garnett, NWP
Msg. Ronnie E. Garrad, HQ
Michael J. Garrett, SPK
Maria E. Garzino, SPL
Alvin Gaston, MVM
E.G. Gaston, MVM
Roger D. Gaston, MVM
Ronald C. Gaston, SAM
Albert L. Gates, Jr, NAO
Frank N. Gates, Jr, NWW
Maj. William R. Gatewood, HQ
Mark A. Gaughan, NAP
Thomas N. George, MVM
Franchesca Q. Gilbert, NWS
Noel L. Gilbrough, NWS
Yadira V. Gill, SAS
Eric A. Gillespie, SWL
Thomas L. Gindler, SWL
Margot E. Glenboski, NWO
Kotriena M. Glover, HNC
Genevra L. Goldne, SPL
Ronald C. Goldman, MVK
Donna M. Goldstrom, LRP
Edgardo A. Gonzales, SPK
Ralph A. Gonzales, SPA
Ronald, Gonzales, SPL
Rogelio A. Gonzalez, NWS
Walter H. Goode, POD
Charles J. Gordon, RAO
Dale A. Goss, MVK
Timothy P. Gouger, NWO
Charles R. Gould, Jr, LRE
Robert S. Govero, NAE
Aldone R. Graham, NWO
Jovette Graham, NWO
Rick D. Granados, MVR
Juanita A. Granger, SWL
Steven G. Grannes, MVP
Eileen N. Grant, SWL
Toni G. Graves, LRL
Bert E. Gray, MVM
Dorothy L. Gray, MVM
Patty W. Gray, MVM
Dale N. Green, SWL
Michael F. Green, NAP

Tommy M. Green, SWL
Timothy O. Greene, MVM
Bonnie K. Greenleaf, MVP
Jimmy L. Greenwood, SWL
Jeffery S. Gregory, LRN
Dennis M. Griffi n, SPN
Vernon W. Griffi n, NAB
Deborah D. Griffi th, MVM
Frankie E. Griggs, MVK
Willie E. Grimes, Jr, SWT
Jay S. Grimsled, MVP
Jerome J. Groome, NAN
Earl D. Groves, SWT
Jeff K. Grow, NWP
Vincent A. Gualtieri, III, NAE
Thomas M. Guillaume, MVR
James W. Gulledge, SAM
Thomas A. Gunther, SWL
Merle D. Gurnoe, LRE
Mark L. Habel, NAE
James E. Hichigian, NAE
Stephen M. Hadel, NWK
Rodger P. Hagert, NAB
Charles E. Hale, MVM
Charles D. Hall, NWK
Pem J. Hall, NWO
Robert D. Hall, LRH
Steven C. Hall, MVR
Clifton C. Hamby, III, MVK
Donald G. Hamilton, SPK
Loy A. Hamilton, MVM
Arthur B. Hamm, MVM
Carl Hammitte, MVM
Janet L. Hanacks, MVR
Jerry D. Hankins, SWL
Beth A. Hann, MVR
June K. Hansen, ERC
Lowell G. Hanson, MVP
Betty F. Hardeman, LRN
Edwin C. Hargis, POH
Joseph D. Harper, SWL
Mark R. Harris, NAB
Steven W. Hart, Sr, RAO
Walter E. Hart, LRE
Steven E. Hasner, NWO
Gloria S. Hawkins, NAB
Troy R. Hawks, LRN
Jim A. Hayes, MVM
Pamela D. Hayes, POH
Roger S. Hayes, MVS
Juanita K. Heald, MVR
Brad A. Heath, SPK
Alicia M. Heavey, NWO
Maj. Jason Hedges, MVM
Raymon L. Hedges, SWF
Chris Heichel, NAB
Sean D. Heinz, SWF
Nickolas Heleg-Greza, MVR
Thomas R. Hemstreet, MVP
Dolores M. Henderson, SPL
Roger C. Henderson, SPK
Michael G. Hendricks, SWL
Joel C. Hendrix, POH
Kevin P. Henricks, MVP
Amos W. Henry, MVM
Jack G. Henson, NWW
Ronald E. Henson, LRN
Theresa M. Hershey, SPK
Thomas M. Herzog, LRL
Daniel P. Hess, SWL
Kenneth W. Hester, NAE
Richard K. Hetrick, LRP
Henry G. Heusinkveld, SAW
Tom Heyerman, RAO

Sinko S. Higgins, LRC
Michael E. Hight, LRN
David A. Hill, SWL
Demetra E. Hill, HNC
Jeffery L. Hill, SWG
Robert A. Hill, MVM
Robert L. Hill, NAP
Susan M. Hill, NWS
Freda A. Hines, SPK
William B. Hinkle, SWT
Barbara E. Hinson, NWS
Jeffery K. Hitchcock, LRN
Wesley T. Hively, NWP
Patricia A. Hixon, LRB
Richard B. Hockett, LRL
Scott A. Hodge, SWL
Fred J. Hoffman, MVM
Jewel L. Hogans, HQ
Paul C. Holocomb, MVR
Timothy R. Holland, NAB
David L. Holley, NWO
Wendy L. Holliday, NAB
Harold L. Hollingsworth, MVK
Henry Hollins, SWL
John R. Holloway, MVM
Joseph V. Hollshwander, NAB
James D. Homan, MVR
Jerald L. Hood, SWG
Terry L. Hoover, MVR
Charles H. Hopkins, ERD
Christopher J. Horihan, NWO
Colleen M. Horihan, NWO
Gregory T. Horihan, NWO
Jeffery A. Horneman, LRP
Charles H. Horton, NAN
Jon M. Hosaka, POH
Robert D. Hostetter, LRL
Bridget T. Hough, LRE
Christophe M. Howard, SWL
Jerry R. Howard, SWL
Stephen L. Hric, POD
Frank W. Hubel, RAO
Floyd A. Hudson, LRN
Mary B. Hudson, SWT
Sydney R. Hudson, NWW
Joshiah Huggins, 249th EN BN
Wayne L. Hughart, RAO
Joseph Humet, NAN
Cecil F. Humphrey, NAB
Elijah C. Hunt, MVK
Tommy J. Hunt, HNC
Jack H. Hurdle, MVM
Alton L. Hurley, SWF
Lance R. Hutchison, SWL
Leslie T. Huynh, SPK
Robert J. Hynek, RAO
Renee C. Inabnitt, NWP
Maryellen Iorio, NAE
Randy K. Itamoto, POH
Gary D. IVY, SWL
Michael E. Jacks, SWL
Joanie M. Jackson, NAB
James R. Jacobson, NWS
Joseph L. James, SWL
Paul F. Howard, NAE
Terry L. James, SWL
James Janicek, NWO
Herman H. Jarboe, LRD
Diana L. Jefferies, NAO
Sherrod T. Jefferson, NAB
Stacey M. Jensen, SPL
Robert M. Jewell, NWK
Joshua J. Jimerfi eld, SPK
Rhonda M. Johanson, MVR

continued, next page
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Bruce E. Johnson, SWL
Elaine M. Johnson, SPA
Frankie L. Johnson, SWL
Ira Johnson, MVM
Joe A. Johnson, MVK
Joseph W. Johnson, SWT
Karyn D. Johnson, NAP
Paul O. Johnson, MVP
Michael Johnson, Sr, BOR
Michael A. Johnson, Sr, NAB
William J. Johnson, NWO
Joel L. Johnston, MVP
Roger L. Johnston, NAN
Alan M. Jones, NWK
David M. Jones, SWT
Edward J. Jones, LRP
George D. Jones, SWL
Janet R. Jones, NWK
Jerald A. Jones, NAP
Jerome Jones, MVM
Royce L. Jones, MVM
Sarah B. Jones, MVR
William E. Jones, MVM
Bridget S. Jordan, POA
Randy L Jowers, MVM
Irvin T. Joy, POA
Chad A. Jungman, NWO
Daniel R. Juracek, SWF
Leinaala P. Kahalioumi, POH
James A. Kaiser, MVM
Jefferey B. Kaiser, NWO
Richard W. Kaiser, MVM
Sally S. Kaltman, LRL
Edward B. Kaminski, NAP
Jack Karalius, NAE
John W. Kawaakoa, POH
Mark E. Keast, NWK
Fitsum G. Kebede, SPK
William H. Keel, MVM
George P. Keele, Jr, NWO
Michael W. Keene, ERS
William D. Keeney, MVR
Kevin L. Keller, MVM
Thomas L. Keller, MVR
Brian T. Kelley, MVK
Elvin L. Kelly, ERD
Kenneth S. Kendall, POA
Christophe S. Kennedy, SWT
Kerry M. Kennedy, HQ
Lori A. Kennedy, MVM
Timothy F. Kennedy, SPL
Jimmy Kent, MVM
Theodore E. Kerr, MVR
David B. Key, SWT
Helene O. Kieslich, SWG
In Kim, POF
Billy B. King, MVM
Stephen L. Kinser, SPA
Robert M. Kleinot, NAP
Steven H. Klimm, NWO
Wyatt H. Kmen, LRH
Nancy R. Knapik, NWW
Mark E. Koenig, MVP
Cory S. Koger, SPK
Scott D. Kool, MVR
Jefferey E. Koontz, SPL
Keith R. Koralewski, LRB
Kazimierz Kordecki, SPL
Jason D. Korn, NWW
Anne L. Kosel, MVS
Leland A. Kowalski, NAP
Matthew S. Krajewski, NWO
John J. Kranda, NWP
David F. Kratz, NAE

Gary R. Krause, MVP
Paul D. Krebs, SWF
Karla R. Krieger, POJ
Kenneth E. Krob, SPL
Robert Krumwiede, NWO
Jason R. L’ecuyer, NWK
Jeffery G. Lacquement, SWT
Hugh G. Lacy, HNC
Ann S. Laird, MVD
John L. Laitinen, LRE
Bryon L. Lake, SPL
Richard A. Lanbey, RAO
LLoyd O. Lance, SWT
Brian L. Lane, MVR
Chris E. Langhurst, NAB
William S. Larose, MVP
Donald W. Lash, SPK
David J. Laurenza, LRB
Evan M. Lauterback, NWS
Michael V. Lawless, MVM
Raymond, T. Lawson, SAW
Benito C. Lazo, Jr, NWS
James R. Leach, SWT
Sgt. Leal, SAS
Annabeth Lee, SWD
Arnold J. Lee, SPN
Malinda L. Lefave, SWT
Gregory C. Lefevre, LRE
John Leggett, LRC
Elizabeth A. Leigh, NAB
Matthew S. Leimer, SWG
Clinton D. LeMar, NWW
William M. Lemer, NWO
David Lenger, RAO
Dale J. Lentz, NWW
Carmine M. Leone, NAD
Gladys U. Leone, NAE
Kenneth A. Lepage, NWW
Roger A. Less, MVR
Raymond N. Lewis, LRB
Shelia L. Lewis, LRB
Irene Leyvatracy, SPL
Matt E. Lierman, NWO
Jeff P. Lin, ERE
John R. Linderman, TAC
Todd J. Lindquist, NWO
Brian A. Lindsay, NAB
David E. Lindsey, SWL
Richard H. Lindsey, MVM
Adam R. Little, NWO
John R. Littlefi eld, SAM
James W. Lloyd, MVM
Kenneth D. Lloyd, NWW
Glen E. Locke, NWK
Maurice D. Lockhart, Jr, LRL
Ronald R. Lockmann, SPL
Richard C. Lockwood, LRP
Timothy N. Loftis, LRN
Gene E. Logan, ERD
David Loi, NWS
Joseph Lomonaco, NAN
Joseph A. Long, SWL
Elfego Lopez, SPA
Joseph E. Lorinc, RAO
Michael S. Love, Sr, SWT
Frank A. Lovejoy, NWO
William L. Loveland, SPA
Brian K. Lucas, LRL
Steven R. Lucas, SWT
David B. Luff, LRE
Kenneth L. Luker, SWL
Denny A. Lundberg, MVR
Robert L. Lustig, NWW
Margaret A. Luzier, LRP

Mark A. Lycan, LRH
David T. Lynch, SAS
David E. Lyncy, Jr, SWL
Eric S. Lynn, NWK
Joseph A. Lyons, ERD
John M. Machado, III, NWS
Scott R. MacKinnon, NWP
Henry J. Macner, SPN
John C. Macpherson, NAE
Terrance Madden, LRE
Gary D. Magee, MVR
Corey R. Magstadt, NWO
Shawn B. Mahaney, NAE
Calvin E. Mahurien, NAP
Charles Mallet, MVM
Carolyn E. Mallory, SPK
Michael E. Mannhardt, MVR
Jedonna L. Marckmann, NWS
Raymond P. Marinan, MVP
Sherry M. Marion, LRL
Chad A. Markin, MVR
Bruce L. Markley, ERR
Jimmy D. Marple, SWL
Ltc. Francine D. Martin, HQ
Ronald L. Martin, NAB
Etta A. Martinez, SWG
Gretchen L. Martinsen, NWS
Joshua A. Marx, NWK
Brandon W. Masiongale, LRN
Bryan C. Mason, NWP
Roosevelt Mason, MVM
Ira Matthews, SWF
Frederick F. Maule, MVP
Jerome A. Maurseth, NWP
Leonard Mayfi eld, RAO
Joseph J. Mazzola, NAE
Glenn J. McAllister, LRN
Herbert S. McAlpin, MVD
Mary McArthur, MVD
Daniel J. McBride, MVR
Thomas A. McCabe, NWK
Pamela A. McCarn, SWT
Steven G. McCarn, SWT
Jeffery J. McCarty, SWL
Bruce S. McClamroch, NWP
Angela D. McClellan, LRH
Willie D. McClendon, MVM
Donald R. McClure, RAO
David E. McCorkle, MVM
Jamie M. McCormick, NWO
Lauren L. McCroskey, NWS
Lucas J. McCutcheon, MVR
Forrest E. McDaniel, POA
Rene McGaugh, SPK
Aaron K. McGee, SWL
Robert T. McGee, LRP
Thomas E. McGill, ERS
David L. Mcilarath, MVR
Robert E. McKechnie, LRE
Kimberly J. McKnight, LRL
Kenneth E. Mclain, SWL
William L. McMannis, LRH
Richard P. McMullen, NAP
Monte J. McNall, MVR
Pamela D. McNeely, SWT
Timothy H. McQuillen, POA
Maj. Anderew J. McVeigh, HQ
Kirk A. McWilliams, LRP
Mark L. Meador, SAM
George H. Mears, NAO
Jeffery W. Mears, NWW
Lynne K. Melder, NWS
Henry Melendezmarrero, LRL
Kenneth Melhus, NWO

Roy D. Melius, LRP
Joe Melton, MVM
Michael L. Mems, MVM
Charles E. Mendrop, MVK
Darrell M. Menhennet, NWK
Melissa M. Mertz, NAP
Ssg. Metz, SAS
Jared D. Mewmaw, NWK
Robert D. Meyer, LRE
R.L. Meyers, MVR
Thomas C. Miles, SWT
Brett S. Millard, LRE
D. Leslie Miller, NWP
Jim R. Miller, SWT
Joanne K. Miller, LRN
Arthur Miller, Jr, MVM
James E. Miller, Sr, HNC
Todd M. Miller, NAO
Wayne J. Miller, NAB
David L. Mills, NWS
Sandra K Mims, ERD
Benjamin C. Miranda, SPA
Nicholas P. Miskowski, LRL
Douglas L. Mitchell, NWW
Anne M. Moellenberndt, NWS
Michael F. Mohn, NAP
Walker D. Mohon, MVM
Luis A. Montes, NAP
Bonnie J. Montgomery, MVP
David F. Montgomery, MVM
Mathew Montgomery, MVM
Matthey R. Montgomery, NWO
Gary W. Moore, NWW
James M. Moore, LRL
Jimmie C. Moore, POF
Mitchell R. Moore, LRB
Raul J. Moreno, Jr, SPA\
Robert Moreno, SPK
Darrell W. Morey, MVP
Donald M. Morgan, SAM
John F. Morgan, LRL
Karen L. Morgan, NWS
Mary S. Morgan, NWS
Paul Morgan, MVK
Richard H. Morgan, MVM
James E. Morman, MVM
Ida J. Morris, MVS
Darrel W. Morrow, NWK
Everett E. Morton, SWF
Donald D. Moses, NWO
Alan E. Mozol, LRE
Daniel L. Mroz, NWK
Kallan K. Mrozek, LRC
James M. Muilenburg, NWO
William J. Mullen, NAE
Steven J. Muller, MVP
William D. Mullery, SPK
Jamie T. Munson, NWW
Edward A. Mura, NWK
John Murner, NAE
Dan S. Murray, SPA
Thomas E. Murrell, MVS
Victoria L. Murt, NWK
John P. Myers, RAO
William R. Myers, MVM
Ronnie R. Naber, MVP
Guy F. Nadler, MVM
Meegan G. Nagy, SPK
Benjamin A. Nakayama, SPL
Betty J. Nash, MVR
Neal J. Navarro, SPK
Peter Navesky, SWT
Tracy L. Neal, SPN
Robert A. Nebbio, NAP

Elizabeth A. Nelsen, MVP
James G. Newbauer, NWW
Steven C. Neumann, NWO
Neal E. Newman, MVM
Norman E. Newman, MVM
Douglass P. Newton, NWW
Hoang P. Nguyen, NAO
Mike V. Nguyen, LRC
Viet Q. Nguyen, SWF
Theodore T. Nichols, MVM
Rick L. Niday, MVM
Anthony R. Niles, ERR
Darron L. Niles, MVR
Phillip W. Nimeskeern, NAE
Danny Nixon, NAO
William F. Noel, HNC
Joeseph D. Nolan, NWO
Linda L. Noland, SWD
Audrey L. Nore, HNC
James H. Norton, SPK
Stanley H. Nuremburg, NAN
Michael J. Oconnell, MVM
Sidney R. Odell, MVM
Clifford C. Olivera, POH
Randall L. Olshove, LRN
Weldon C. Onken, Jr, SWF
Franklin A. Ono, POH
Matthew S. Orenstein, LRH
Matthew M. Orwig, LRH
Nicholas J. Osier, SWT
Richard J. Otto, MVP
Patrick S. Owen, LRD
Paul E. Owen, LRC
Rachel A. Owens, LRN
William Owens, MVM
William R. Page, LRN
David C. Palmer, RAO
Gerald A. Palmer, LRP
Jesse L. Palmer, SWL
Donald G. Pambianco, LRN
Tommy R. Pangelinan, NWW
Michael, D. Panik, LRE
Ltc. Leo E. Pardo, HQ
Wanda J. Parent, NWO
Kirit J. Parikh, NAN
Laurie S. Parker, SPK
Regina J. Parker, SPL
Robert N. Parlier, Jr, NAP
Amanda G. Patrick, LRL
Christine Patrick, SPN
Rebecca R. Patterson, SWF
Daniel C. Payne, MVM
Dennid R. Pealer, LRN
Cedric J. Pelt, SPL
Jonathan D. Pennington, MVM
Carl Penski, NAB
Lance A. Perdue, SWT
Albert M. Perkins, Jr, NAO
Leonard Perkins, MVM
Stevenson L. Perkins, LRL
Watler D. Perro, LRL
Brett T. Perry, SWT
Bobby G. Perryman, SWT
Randal K. Petersen, NWO
Kenneth J. Peterson, MVP
Jeffrey L. Phillips, NWW
Jeffrey N. Phillips, NAE
Leon G. Phillips, SWL
Robert K. Phinney, LRE
Tom Piazze, POH
Charles R. Pierce, LRL
Matthew E. Pierce, MVM
Frank A. Pierce, III, NWK
Ricky L. Pierson, MVM
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Kevin R. Pigott, MVM
Curtis Pigram, MVM
Miles D. Pillars, MVM
Joseph G. Piranio, MVP
Jeffrey S. Piscanio, NAP
Brian A. Pitt, SPK
Mary A. Pittek, NAB
Douglas R. Plitt, SPK
James T. Pogue, MVM
Clifford M. Pollard, ERR
Allan F. Ponciano, POH
Brenda E. Ponder, UFC
Curtis T. Pope, SAS
Bobby L. Porter, MVM
Burnis A. Porter, MVM
Phillip G. Potter, SWL
Robert Powell, NAP
Dennis J. Powers, NAB
Patrick L. Powers, RAO
Anthony C. Presnell, POJ
Michael B. Pretty,  NAN
John Pribilla, NAE
Brandon A. Price, HNC
Darrell Price, MVK
John S. Price, NAB
Melvin N. Prioleau, SPA
Glenn R. Proffi tt, SWL
Jerald M. Ptak, LRB
Kenneth D. Puckett, LRL
Thomas A. Puckett, LRL
Josette G. Pullen, NWK
Marcella L. Purdy, NAB
Debra A. Quaranta, MVM
John C. Quick, MVR
Bruno A. Quirici, SPA
Kenneth J. Radinsky, LRP
Bryan G. Radtke, MVR
Humberto B. Ramirez, SAM
Jimmy T. Rand, MVP
Frank Randon, HQ
Peter K. Rankin, NWW
Nolan K. Raphelt, ERD
Robert L. Rathburn, NWW
Jack D. Ratliff, MVM
Ronald F. Ray, MVM
Kevin G. Redd, NAB
Jennifer M. Redden, MVM
Joseph M. Redlinger, NAE
Larry A. Redmond, NWO
David L. Reece, MVM
Bonnie M. Reed, RAO
Margaret K. Reed, NWO
Terresa L. Reed, SPA
Stephen A. Reeder, MVR
Jimmie D. Reep, SWL
Wreco Reese, GRD
John C. Regis, POJ
Robert W. Remmers, LRB
Charles W. Renfro, RAO
Scott W. Resch, LRE
Robert W. Retzler, NAP
Albert J. Reyes, LRL
Dick B. Reyes, NAO
David B. Reynolds, MVP
Jason D. Rhinehart, SWL
Perry L. Rhoden, SWL
Steven C. Rhodes, Jr, LRH
Bobby J. Rice, SWL
Susan M. Rice, SPL
James E. Richards, ERT
Sfc. Bobby Richardson, HQ
Ruth D. Richmond, NWP
Terrence C. Riddell, MVR

Roger K. Riddick, SPL
Charles T. Riddle, RAO
William O. Ridgway, LRL
Robert A. Ridinger, MVM
Richard W. Riley, NAE
Johnny T. Ringstaff, LRL
John B. Rintoul, III, LRB
Eric W. Risinger, NAB
Mark D. Ritter, LRE
Manuel J. Roa, III, NWP
Richard A. Roach, NAE
Mary J. Robards, NWK
Delores Roberson, SPL
Duke E. Roberts, SPN
Mark A. Robertson, LRL
Richard J. Robindon, NWW
Richard B. Roche, SAJ
Teresa M. Rodgers, SPK
Sgt. George Rodrigues, SAS
Erwin J. Roemer, Jr, MVM
Charles A. Rogers, LRE
Michael Rogers, MVD
Nicky D. Rogers, SWL
Victoria L. Rohr, NAB
Benjamin L. Rohrbach, LRN
Sharon L. Roland, NAB
Florence G. Roman, UFC
Orlando Rosas, SWG
Jeffrey W. Rose, II, MVR
Joseph W. Rosenthal, NWW
Paul A. Ross, LRN
Paul Routhier, 249th EN BN
James R. Rowan, ERD
Billy L. Rowe, SWL
Laura Rowland, MVM
Joseph M. Rowley, LRB
James W. Roy, MVM
Ralph R. Roza, Jr, NWO
Carmen Rozzi, LRP
Steven L. Rudnicki, MVM
James M. Ryan, NAP
Joshua W. Rye, MVP
Ty J. Sabin, NWO
Gerardo Salas, SPL
Raymond, Salas, SPL
David J. Salgado, NWW
Rhonda M. Sallee, SWT
Billie K. Salley, NWK
Dennis W. Sampson, RAO
James N. Sanders, MVM
John S. Sanders, SWT
Robert B. Sanders, POA
Rodney L. Sanders, MVM
Alfred R. Sanderson, MVM
James R. Sandner, SPK
Steven A. Sansone, MVM
Lorenzo T. Santana, SPA
Deborah W. Santiago, NAO
Dayon T. Santos, SPK
Larry E. Sarge, RAO
Jeannette L. Sarracino, SWT
Steven B. Savage, SPK
Mark J. Sawka, NWP
Isabel A. Sayers, HQ
John A. Sayre, POF
G. Joseph Schaefer, NAB
Douglas T. Schaer, MVR
Joseph E. Schafer, MVM
Joseph H. Schafer, MVM
Brett D. Scharlow, LRL
Robert R. Schliewe, LRE
Heather R. Schlosser, SPL
Scott L. Schlueter, LRB

Karl B. Schmitz, MVR
Robert M. Schoen, NWK
Susan M. Schrader, NAO
Georgiann D. Schult, NAB
Bradford L. Schultz, NWS
Lloyd Schultz, NWO
Harold L. Schweiger, MVR
Sean A. Scott, NAB
Gregory N. Scovell, SPL
Ltc. Whitney C. Scully, HQ
James D. Sentz, MVP
Christopher M. Service, NAO
Walter R. Sgrignuoli, NAP
Charles E. Shadie, MVD
Erin, E. Shaffer, NAB
Linda A. Shannon, SPK
Jimmy D. Shaw, NWK
Marian R. Shaw, MVD
Yuki J. Shinbori, LRC
Webster E. Shipley, NAB
Gary N. Shirakata, POH
Patti Shoestall, SAS
Turdy J. Sholtz, MVR
AndrewD. Shotter, LRP
David W. Shoults, SWL
Roland T. Shumate, NWS
Julia K Siderwicz, NWO
Tammy S. Siders, SPL
Thomas P. Sigee, TAC
Nicholas A. Simanic, LRP
Robert C. Simrall, MVK
George E. Sims, SPA
Surender K Singal, SPK
Daniel, M. Sirkis, NAP
David E. Sirmans, MVM
Norman K. Skjelbreia, NWS
Robert S. Sletten, RAO
Robert E. Smalley, LRC
Bobby C. Smith, SWL
Clotiel Smith, MVR
Darryl E. Smith, LRP
Dennis M. Smith, SWL
Derrick A. Smith, MVM
Douglas K. Smith, NWW
John B. Smith, MVK
Robert R. Shith, Jr, SPL
Mark R. Smith, MVM
Marshall T. Smith, NAO
Michael D. Smith, HQ
Robert H. Smith, MVM
Ronald O. Smith, MVM
Russell L. Smith, NAO
Sylvester Smith, MVM
Travida D. Smith, NWK
Charles O. Smithers, MVM
Clarence W. Snapp, NAP
James R. Snyder, SPK
Jonathan J. Sobiech, MVP
Lauren E. Solis, LRL
Stephen J. Solsky, NWO
Kathryn J. Soska, MVR
Fredrick T. South, RAO
Madonna S. Southcott, POA
Angela Sowers, NAB
Maj. Kenneth Spain, HQ
James W. Sparks, LRL
Wesley E. Sparks, SWL
William R. Sparks, SWL
Paul J. Spaul, SWL
DAvid N. Spicer, NWS
Steven E. Spicer, SWL
Kenneth A. Spohn, NWO
Chrystal L. Spokane, MVM

Eddie L. Spralls, MVM
Conrad R. Stacks, MVM
Duane D. Stagg, MVD
Jerry L. Stalder, NAE
Gary A. Stangeland, SWG
Brian K. Stanton, SWL
Kerri D. Stark, SWT
Mark Stark, SPA
Rick L. Stebens, MVR
Mike J. Stegall, SPN
Peter A. Steining, LRP
James P. Stellmach, SPK
Anthony C. Stevens, SWF
Glendon T. Stevens, III, NAP
Sally P. Stewart, MVR
Gregory A. Stigall, SAS
Keley D. Stock, SPN
Dennis A. Stone, NWO
Michael C. Stracener, SAM
Michelle M. Stracener, SAM
William K. Strickland, POA
George E. Strinham, MVS
Eric J. Strom, SPL
Wayne A. Stroupe, ERD
Robert B. Stubbs, MVK
Robert D. Stubbs, SWT
Richard S. Suarez, NWP
Richard S. Sullivan, MVM
Danny Summit, RAO
Clarice D. Sundeen, MVM
Derek L. Sutherland, LRH
Anna M. Sutton, SPK
Robert D. Sutton, LRL
Phyllis M. Swetich, SPK
Kenneth A. Swanda, NWO
David G. Swanson, MVR
John L. Swartzlander, LRE
Royce B. Swayne, SWD
William J. Swean, NAO
Priscilla G. Sweeney, MVM
Daniel R. Swenson, MVP
Joseph A. Swiniarski, NWO
Robert Swithers, OTH
Steve V. Tofolla, NWO
Steven A. Takeguchi, POH
Katie S. Tamashiro, POH
Sherryann Tarte, MVP
Arnold E. Taylor, ERD
James H. Taylor, RAO
Clarence A. Taylor, Jr, LRH
Kenneth J. Taylor, SWL
Perry A. Taylor, ERS
Richard J. Taylor, NWO
Jeffrey D. Tessin, NWO
Christopher A. Tew, HNC
Richard K. Theobald, LRB
Andre L. Thomas, MVM
Clarence E. Thomas, MVD
James C. Thomas, SPK
Jenniger J. Thomas, MVM
Kimberly S. Thomas, NWO
Casella D. Thompson, SWF
Karen E. Thompson, LRH
Michael H. Thompson, SAM
Arne B. Thomsen, Jr, RAO
Russell M. Thorton, NWW
Charles P. Tippett, MVS
Charles K. Tobin, SWL
Jean F. Todd, MVM
Nancy Tokraks, MVS
Maurice, B. Tolan, MVM
Larry R. Tolliver, ERH
Charles E. Toney, MVM

Gary Tonsfeldt, MVM
Cpt. Gary Torres, HQ
Gerald Townsell, MVM
Forrest T. Trantham, NWS
Joseph M. Traughber, LRN
John D. Tree, Jr, RAO
Barry G. Treece, NAB
James H. Trice, MVM
Patrick H. Trier, NWK
Patrick R. Trudel, MVP
Ron L. Tuggle, MVM
Rafal, Turek, NAN
Christophe Turner, NAO
Matthew E. Turner, MVM
Richard C. Turner, MVM
Donald R. Tutor, MVM
Charles A. Uhlarik, LRE
James R. Ulrick, MVP
Harvey A. Unger, LRH
Linwood B. Upchirch, NAO
Kresten L. Van Horn, NAN
Jesse W. Vance, NWK
Bob W. Vandegriff, SWT
Harris T. Vandergriff, MVM
Bruce L. Vanetten, SPK
John A. Vanwatermeulen, MVR
Mark K Vaughan, LRN
Yvonne S. Viaene, NWS
Patrick J. Vickman, MVP
Rebecca A. Victorine, SPK
Raymond L. Vigil, SPA
Edward C. Vincent, LRH
Laureen E. Vizcarra, POH
Warren H. Volden, NWO
Donna M. Vondle, NAE
Barry D. Vorse, SAJ
Carl H. Voss, NWO
Steven A. Vriesen, LRB
Willie M. Wade, HNC
Leslie S. Waguespack, MVD
Paul A. Wakefi eld, MVM
Adam C. Walker, LRN
Norma P. Walker, MVK
Thomas J. Walker, SPK
George E. Walls, ERD
Kelly A. Walsh, NAB
Holmes W. Walters, SAM
Rodney N. Walters, ERS
Dereck F. Wansing, NWK
Arthur L. Ward, MVM
James C. Ward, MVM
Marcus A. Ware, SWT
Harold K. Warnock, ERD
Carolyn P. Warren, HNC 
Charmaine Warren, LRL
David Washington, Jr, MVR
Edward R. Watford, SWL
Barbara A. Watkins, NWK
Brenda K. Watkins, MVM
Michael S. Watson, NWO
Rebecca L. Watson, SWF
Pamela O. Weaver, ERR
Robert L. Weaver, RAO
Scott L. Weaver, LRL
William E. Weaver, RAO
Patricia S. Webster, LRL
Michael V. Welch, NWO
Roy Wellington, MVM
Jeremy E. Wells, SWL
Carl Werder, RAO
Dana L. Werner, MVP
Douglas A. Wesemann, SPK
Marcus D. West, MVM
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Mickel West, LRN
Roger J. Weter, NWK
Joyce A. Wexler, SPA
Linda L Wheeler, LRB
Bobby L. Whitaker, NWK
Charles B. Whitaker, MVM
Denzie L. White, NWO
Charles E. White, Jr, NAO
Msg. Willie White, 249th EN BN
Jerrod T. Whittington, SWL
Steven C. Wilhelms, ERH
Lois A. Wilkins, NAO
Vicky L. Wilkinson, SWT
Robert A. Willhite, MVR
Cory H. Williams, MVM
Curtis L. Williams, MVM
Donna L. Williams, NWD
Ellis E. Williams, MVM
Frank Williams, MVM
Greggory G. Williams, NAO
Herbert Williams, OTH
James Williams, MVM
James B. Williams, LRL
Joseph P. Williams, LRH
Kevin W. Williams, MVM
Leslie R. Williams, MVM
Perry E. Williams, MVM
Raymond J. Williams, NAO
Roberta D. Williams, MVM
Bobby J. Willingham, SWL
Mark A. Willis, LRN
Albert J. Wilson, MVM
Chauncey C. Wilson, MVM

Erin L. Wilson, NWO
Janet L. Wilson, MVM
Jon D. Wilson, MVM
Pamela P. Wilson, NAB
Ray V. Wilson, MVK
William F. Wilson, LRP
Joseph M. Windham, MVK
Michael L. Wingfi eld, SWT
Gregory A. Wishward, SWL
Richy A. Witalka, MVR
Lee N. Wolf, NWW
Terry P. Wood, SWL
Andrew H. Woodward, LRN
Robert G. Woodfi ll, Jr, SWF
David L. Woods, MVM
Debra K. Woodward, NWK
Terry A. Wotherspoon, SPL
Kenneth M. Wright, SWT
Robert E. Wirght, HQ
Thomas L. Wyche, NAN
Delray N. Wylie, NAB
Susan E. Yager, MVR
Myong-Chin Yi, POF
Jeffrey L. Yost, LRH
Douglas B. Young, MVM
Matthew P. Young, MVM
Otha R. Young-White, NWO
Kelly Youngblood, SWT
Matthew S. Zager, MVR
Mark P. Zaitsoff, LRP
Linda L. Zamarocy, LRC
Terry R. Zien, MVP
Nicole M. Ziman, NAP
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