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What is RSS?

• RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. 
• Easy way to get important information.
• Information delivered directly to a “feed”.
• Does not need to clutter your email inbox – can 

send to a folder.
• Does not require you to browse websites to get 

information. 
• Written in the Internet coding language known as 

XML (eXtensible Markup Language)
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Uses of National Weather Service RSS Feeds

RSS provides an automatic feed of:
• River levels, forecasts and alert stages. 
• Weather and flood warnings.
• Weather and flood watches.
• Hurricane information.
• Weather observations.
• & more.
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National Weather Service customer feedback said….
• Perhaps an automated e-mail system for flooding hazards 

could be available at a nominal cost. 
• Is it possible to setup in my email notifications for the 

Turtle River .  We go into a flooding procedure at various 
stages of the watch/warning system.

• Do you offer an email or cell phone service of notification 
at the James River in Richmond when it is expected to 
reach flood stage? 

AHPS RSS History Lesson 101
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http://www.weather.gov/rss/
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And eight 
additional pages 
of the same…
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So How Can I Learn How to Use RSS?
1. Stay awake for the rest of this presentation.
2. Ask the resident smartie pants in your office.
3. Take the green handout home, and read

carefully. 

• You may already have the tools available (RSS 
Readers) and you don’t even know it.

• National Weather Service has the “RSS Feeds”.
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The “Short” List of RSS Readers/Tools

Email Applications 
• Thunderbird
• Microsoft Outlook 2007

Browsers 
• Internet Explorer 7
• Firefox + Sage
• Opera

Subscribe to a service, eg.
• Squeet
• Feedblitz

Or search for “RSS Readers” in your 
favorite Internet search engine
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Mozilla Thunderbird
http://kb.mozillazine.org/RSS_basics_(Thunderbird)
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Internet Explorer 7
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Find Your Favorite National Weather 
Service  RSS “feeds”

• Main NWS RSS feed page at: 
http://www.weather.gov/rss

• Main AHPS RSS feed page: 
http://www.weather.gov/ahps/rss

• Or AHPS RSS feeds can be found under the 
hydrograph at any river location of interest.
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http://www.weather.gov/alerts
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Hurricane RSS feeds
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Example of Web RSS Subscription Service
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Subscription process uses email address(es) for the notification:

• work email   joe.atwork@lovemyjob.gov

• personal email   jane.home@lovemykidsandthedog.com

• cell phone 6315555555@mycellphoneiswonderful.com
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For the really ambitious –
you can download RSS 
Reader software to your 
PDA!
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Any questions: 
laurie.hogan@noaa.gov

mailto:laurie.hogan@noaa.gov

