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Canezal 7. J, llarkas
Chiaf of Engincers
department of the Amy
Corps of Enginesrs
Weshington, D,C. 20314

Daar General Clarke!

We have completed ocur review of the Cocpe' program for the
sucveillania and inspe-tion of domesti: watar supply saystens at
raireation sites in the North “acific Mvision. The -eview was
reriorued under agsigpmment -ode 08742,

Thae purpose of our rcview was to evaluata the Corps! DEOg AL
for monitoring the quelity of drimking weter provided at Corpge
devalopad puuli: recreation sited, Ws reviewe: pertineat re-oids
and discussed the water gquality monitoring programs with Cerps
stall in the Portland end “alla Walla Districts and with cognixant
ouployest of lesseas overating recreation sites whith ware leased
from the Corps, Our rveview covered 17 water supnly systams under
the adminigtretion ef four project olfices,

torps Dietrict offi-1als advised us that the nolicy at beth
Jistricts wes to apply the applicnble State weter quality stenderds
to thelr wuier supply systems, but thar personuel at prefact sitas
yrobably were not fully awave ©f the vequiresents and limits in
thase standards, parti. ularly the limits ror chemical centent. Like-
wise, nolther Uistrict had established a District-wide program fer
menitorving Lhe quality of drinking water provided at public racraa-
tion sltes. The rasponsiblility for au-h nonitoring hed been delapatad
to project angingers and was not handled uniformly at the “ouw pro‘esta
ve visitad, Only ome of the projects (Hollary) had any wricren guiden-o
regarding wate: quality monitoving. ‘

He found that water samples werc taken regularly for soue of the
water systoms raviaewad and speradi-ally or uot ai all for others. The
sampling ‘requan' 'y for the 17 wmter systams yeviawed is ahowm on attach-
want 1. In addition to rhe 17 ayatems veviawed, we wers informed that
Gamples were nol being taken at several other racreation sites adminis.
tared by other projat afiices, ‘
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When taken, samples werae analyzed for coliform bactesia by State
or county health agencies. Chanicel analyses and pesticides tests
ware not being wmade on & periocdic basis for any of he 17 water systoms
raviewed. In soma instances, limited chemical tests had been mads at
the tims the systems were constructed, but tests ware not mads for
such elements as arssnic, barium, cyanide, and lead which ars potential
health hazards.

The Mublic Health Servive recommends that water system facilities
be inspacted to identify any existing unsanitary -onditions such as
unclean squipment, buildings, and suxroundings. We found that these
sanitary inspections were not veing porformed at any ol the sites we
visited, However, operating staifs were generally aware of sanilary
conditions,

Staff at all levels in the North Yacific Division agreed on the
nsed for a systematic water quality monitoring program. Divisional
staff{ advised us that thay would devalop a Division-wide program, and
we understand the Ohio River Divis on issued a regulation (ORDR 1130~
2-14, dated Mavch 1, 1972) providing guidance for operating and moni-
toring potable water eystams. ¥e believe that the Corpa should develop
a8 Corpa~wice program {or monitoring the quality of drinking water
provided to the public, The Corps should

~~angure that operating personnel are aware of the weter quality
standards applicable to ‘orps water supply systens,

—specify the water sampling frequen-ies for bacteriological and
chami.al tesats, and

~-ansure that sanitary inspections are made of its water supply
.ys Lems.

Without such a monitoring program, the Corp. does not have adesquate
assurance that the quality of drinking water available to the publi-
is of acceptsble quality.

Wa plan to inclide the results of our review of the :orps' progran
in & report to the Longreas regarding the water hyglene programs of
various Statea and Federal agencies. We would appre<iate being advisaed
of any water quality monitoring a-tions taken by the orps.

Sin - eraly yours,

WILBUR D. CAMPBELL

Wilbur D, Canpbell
Asgistant: Director
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CORPS
PROJECTS
VISITED

Bonneville

Fern Ridge

McNary

Ice Harbor

ATTACHMENT 1

. LIST OF CORPS SITES VISITED BY GAO

WATER
SYSTEM
SITES OPERATED
VISLTED BY
Dam and Locks, Corps
Bradford Island,
and Tanner Creek
{note a)
Kruger Park Corps
(note b)
Dam and Locks Corps
McNary Beach Corps
Hat Rock State State of
Park Oregon
Dam and Locks Corps
Levey Park Corps
Fishhook Park Corps
Sacajawea State State of
Park Washington
Hood Pavk Walla Walla

County, Wash.

Benton-
Franklin
County, Wash.

Columbia Park
(note c¢)

80ne water supply system
bTwo water supply systems

€Six water supply systems

FREQUENCY OF

" WATER
SAMPLES
TAKEN

Semimonthly until 7/71;
monthly thereafter

None during last 2 years
Varied from 2 a month to
quarterly

Varied from 2 a month to
quarterly

Varied from weekly to
quarterly

Irregularly, but at least
4 times in last 2 years

Irregularly, but at least
6 times in last 2 years

Irregularly, but at least
7 times in last 2 years

Irregularly, but at least
5 times in last 2 years

Irregularly, but about
6 times a year

About once a year





